
 

 
 
 
 
 

MINUTES 
 

Forum Meeting 
Date: 06 March 2018 Time: 1905 Venue: VMR400 Training Room 

 
Attendance – As per signed register 
Minute Taker Glenn Norris 
New Members Scott James – Red Crew 
Apologies from the floor Trevor Bellis 
 
 

 Presentations 
 
GLENN NORRIS 
MERV HANDLEY 
PETER HOLLIDAY 
PETER BARKER 
GUY COUBROUGH 
 
CRAIG MALONEY 
 
GLENN NORRIS 

 
These members have all have all been approved as MRQ 
Trainer and Assessors for various MAR training modules. 
 
 
 
 
Various MAR Certificates 
 
Various MAR Certificates 

GOLD COAST WATER POLICE – OIC MITCH GRAY Mitch addressed the meeting to thank VMR Southport for their 
efforts in assisting the Gold Coast Water Police. We could not 
do the job we do without VMR. 
Mitch advised that the Commonwealth Games will be business 
as usual on the water for VMR. We will not be required for any 
official Comm. Games functions. There will be some very 
minor road closures on Seaworld Drive at times over the 
Games periods, generally around the Sheraton and Seaworld 
Resorts. Parking restrictions will be in place though. 
Mitch gave a rundown on some of the more serious activations 
of late. VMR have played a huge part in these and it has 
enabled the Water police to concentrate on their investigations 
into these jobs. Thank you to VMR for assisting to transport 
QAS etc. 
Mitch acknowledged Rex Scott for his efforts with the SAREX 
last year. VMR Southport is very lucky to have someone with 
Rex’s knowledge. 
 

MOMENTS IN HISTORY Greg Turner gave a presentation on how the V-Sheet was 
produced back in the early days. The first edition was back in 
1984. Back then it was just like a black and white newspaper. 
It has come a long way forward today. 
In the early editions, there were competitions and gossip 
pages and a lot of the members at the time advertised their 
own businesses. Back then also, like now, it was only a 
handful of people that contributed. Greg is of the belief that the 
V-Sheet makes great historical value and we should make a 
big effort to fill it with newsworthy information. 

  
 

3.0 Previous Minutes 
3.1 MOVED THAT the minutes of the Forum meeting of 6 February 2018 be accepted as a true and accurate 

record. 
 PROPOSED   Guy Coubrough  SECONDED   Diana Gibson   MOTION CARRIED 
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5.0 Crew Reports 
5.1 Green – Martin Walsh 2 Crews this month. 1st Crew 9 February. 11 on crew. Very busy crew. 9 jobs in total. 

Started early morning with 2 jetski tows. 1st from 1nm north of Seaway to Spit boat ramp, 
then the other from Hollywell to the Marine Stadium boat ramp. These were followed by a 
tow of a 6M vessel from the Coomera River to the Marine Stadium boat ramp, and a t ow of 
another jetski from Sth Straddie to the Marine Stadium boat ramp. In the afternoon, towed a 
5M vessel from McLarens Landing to Paradise Point, and then a tow of a jetski from 2nm 
east of Jumpinpin Bar back to Southport. In the late afternoon had 2 jobs, one a tow from 
Salacia Waters to Slades boat ramp, and the second a tow of an out of fuel vessel from the 
Coomera River to Sanctuary Cove fuel wharf.  
A good crew. 
2nd Crew, 2 March. 14 on Crew. Fiona Roberts filled in. Got quite busy in the afternoon. 
Had 4 jobs. 1st was a jumpstart gf a vessel 10nm offshore of the Seaway, second was a 
QAS job. A male had reportedly collapsed on the bottom end of Nth Straddie. Marine 
Rescue 1 transported QAS. The patient was stable on arrival, and was not transported. 
Late in the afternoon a 6M vessel was towed from Sovereign Island to the Grand Jetty, and 
a 5M vessel was towed from Couran to Marina Mirage. 
Another great crew. 

5.2 White – Dave MacDonald 2 Crews this month. 1st crew 10 February. 12 on crew. Very busy day. 7 jobs 
In the morning, towed a jetski Measured Mile to the Spit boat ramp, then a broken down 
houseboat from Rat Island to Hope Harbour Marina. A 39ft Clipper Cruiser also needed 
towing from Sovereign Island to Hope Harbour. In the afternoon, towed 2 jetskis, 1 from 
Runaway Bay to Jasmine St. boat ramp, then another from near the Sand Pumping jetty to 
the Broadwater boat ramp. Around the same time we had a tow of an 8M Cruiser from 
Adams Basin to the Isle of Capri, and then another tow of an 8M vessel from near Seaworld 
to Paradise Waters.  
Good crew. 
2nd Crew, 3 March. 13 on crew. Got very busy from late morning to late afternoon. Had 8 
jobs for the crew. Towed a 9M vessel from the Measured Mile to Paradise Point, then 
received a call that the Sea Plane had had an incident near VMR. This was only minor, 
however the plane was damaged and needed towing to the Spit boat ramp. In the 
afternoon, towed a 14M houseboat from the Coomera River to the Boatworks, towed a 
tinnie from Wavebreak to the Marine Stadium, towed a jetski from Wavebreak to the Marine 
Stadium, then a jetski from Wavebreak to the Grand jetty. 
Late in the afternoon, received a call to tow a 38ft Cruiser from McLarens Landing to 
Runaway Bay Marina. 
Another good, busy crew. 

5.3 Red – Rob Sinclair Only 1 crew this month, 23 February. 9 on crew. Very quiet. Only 1 job. Towed a 12M 
vessel from Dux anchorage to the Runaway Bay Canals. Lots of training. 
Weather needs to improve for the next crew. 

5.4 Yellow – Peter Barker Only 1 crew this month. 24 February. 8 on crew. Dave Wade filled in. Had 3 activations. A 
15M houseboat ran aground at Wavebreak Island. We were successful in re-floating this. 
Dale towed a 6M vessel from Slipping Sands to Horizon Shores which was a 3 hour 
activation. The biggest rescue of the day was a couch which was floating in the Main 
Channel. It was towed to shore to avoid it being a navigation hazard. 
Good Crew otherwise 

5.5 Black – Guy Coubrough  Only 1 crew this month, 16 February. 10 on crew. Ken Gibbs filled in in the evening and 
Jules Smibert for the whole crew. 5 jobs for the crew. Towed a jetski from Runaway Bay to 
Oates Canal in the morning, then a vessel from the Nth Arm of the Coomera River to 
Sanctuary Cove. Was a very windy day and in the afternoon we were requested to tow a 
13M yacht into the Port Merion Marina. Tow was successful. 2 late jobs, another from the 
Coomera River to Santa Barbara and the ungrounding of a jetski near Tipplers. 
Good crew. Late finish 

5.6 Blue – Scott Gregory Only 1 crew this month, 17 February. 14 on crew. Jo Schon filled in. 4 jobs for the crew. 
Mid morning, towed a Cruiser to Paradise Point, and in the early afternoon towed a 8M 
vessel to Runaway Bay Marina. Late afternoon towed a 5M vessel from Tipplers to Slades 
at Paradise Point and then a late job towing a speedboat to the Broadwater boat ramp. 
Good crew, but need more jobs. 

5.7 Callouts – Glenn Norris  Been quite a busy month. Been some long jobs. Thank you to everyone who has 
assisted. Will advise in due course the plan for the Commonwealth Games regarding 
mid week callout procedures. 

5.8   
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6.0 Management Reports          
Item Brief Discussion Action/Outcome Officer 
6.1 TREASURER John gave a very comprehensive report on the financial 

status of the Squadron. Membership income is up $14000 
on the same period last year. Marnie Keith is phoning 
expired members and this has a lot to do with that. 
Assist revenue is also considerably higher. Well done to 
the weekend and callout crews. 
Repairs and Maintenance on vessels is down quite a bit, 
however, Marine Rescue 1 is about to get new engines and 
all vessels are being detailed and antifouled in coming 
weeks, so this will change significantly. 
Fuel expenses for the vessels are approximately 10% 
higher than last year, at this time. 
A question was asked by Craig Maloney if these figures 
could be shown in percentages for future meetings, as 
this easier to understand. John obliged and said he could 
do this. 
John thanked everyone for their efforts. 

      John Kaus 

6.2 SECRETARY Advised of the V-Sheet packing day next Thursday 15 
March. Need as many hands as possible 
Advised that Don MacFarlane, Radio Operator, passed 
away. Funeral Thursday 8 March. Please wear blue 
uniform if attending 

Diana Gibson 

6.3 VICE PRESIDENT Not present Alan Coy 
6.4 SEARCH & RESCUE 

COORDINATOR 
Not present 
Report given by acting SRC Peter Barker. Been no 
incidents. Been very busy. All going well 

Merv Handley 

6.5 COMMUNICATIONS 
CONTROLLER 
 
RADIO OPERATORS 
CONTROLLER 

Not present 
 
 
N/A 

John MacDonald 
 
 

    Nil     

6.6 OPERATIONS 
CONTROLLER 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Everything going well at the moment 
 
BOATS - MARINE RESCUE 1  
 
At Southport Yacht Club at moment for detail and antifoul. Rain 
holding up. Will be back in water for Friday 
Was supposed to get new motors, however, they haven't 
turned up yet. Maybe next week. 
Boat was filthy underneath. Been in the water a little longer 
than usual. 
Good news is, not a drip of water in the engine pods. 
Going well otherwise. 
 
MARINE RESCUE 2 
 
Cleaned and antifouled 2 weeks ago. 
Looked great when it went back in water.  
All fibreglass chips etc have been repaired.  
New signwriting 
Port engine pod water leak now fixed. Caused by a leaking 
engine bolt. 
Mechanics stunned at how quick the engine hours are ticking 
over. Vessel getting lots of use. 
 
Still requires a new radio cabinet door latch. 
 
MARINE RESCUE 3 

Glenn Norris 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Forum Meeting       Initials: ________Minutes Taker          Page 3 of 5                                                                



 

6.0 Management Reports          
Item Brief Discussion Action/Outcome Officer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COMMITTEE MEMBER 
1 
 
COMMITTEE MEMBER 
2  
 
 
 
PRESIDENT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Having issues with running rough at times. We know what the 
issue is, but a major job to fix. 
Can skirt the issue by keeping the fuel tank full. Seems to have 
a problem pumping fuel in the lower half of the tank. No 
problems with tank full. 
Will decide on whether to fix when we get the result of the MR3 
Committees findings 
 
Going well otherwise 
 
MARINE RESCUE 4 
 
Going well. 
 
Have fitted foils on the engines. 
Had very few comments, but from personal use, seems much 
better. 
 
Had detail and antifoul a few weeks ago. Looks good 
 
Also had stern bollard damage fixed. 
 
In the process of getting the pontoon fender fixed. Army boats 
damaged. The western side will be left as is until after Comm. 
Games as the Army boats will be back. The sides hopefully 
fixed this week. 
 
When crews do fire pump practice, can they pump out the 
pontoon. It seems to be taking a bit of water at present. 
 
Sanctuary Cove Boatshow is approaching. Have emailed Duty 
Skippers with details. If you can help out, it will be welcome 
 
Quality of job sheets is falling down again. Need all the details 
filled out. Helps to maintain future members. Please take the 
time to get it right. Job sheet for every job please, including 
QAS jobs 
 
 
Not present 
 
 
Requested assistance with organising the VMR Southport 50th 
anniversary function in 2019. Preparations need to commence 
now. 
See Helen if you can assist. 
 
Martin provide more information about VMR’s preparation for 
the Commonwealth Games. A communique will be emailed to 
all of those involved. 
The Ashmore Rotary Club will be attending VMR for a function 
on Saturday evening 17 March. They have some Exchange 
students who are returning to their home countries, and this 
function is to say goodbye. Alan Coy will speak on behalf of 
VMR. Boat rides will also be provided. 
Martin gave a rundown on the current movements at the 
Seaway Tower. It has now been decided to close the SWT at 
1800hrs daily. This is a very common sense approach. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Annie Erichsen 
 
 

Helen Stanfield 
 
 
 
 

Martin Walsh 
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6.0 Management Reports          
Item Brief Discussion Action/Outcome Officer 

 
 
 
 
 
GENERAL BUSINESS 
 
 
 

At Martins suggestion, it was agreed to postpone the April 
Forum Meeting until May, given the expected traffic hassles 
with the Commonwealth Games. All members present in 
favour agreed. 
 
Guy Coubrough advised that there will be no training in April 
due to traffic issues with the Commonwealth Games. The 
roster for May is on the notice Board at the front door. 
A very successful Elements of Shipboard Safety Course has 
been held over the past 3 weeks, culminating with the Practical 
Day on Sunday. Thank you to those trainers who were 
involved. 
 
Rex Scott advised that the back-up radio supply battery was 
extremely hot, and he believes it to be faulty. It was agreed to 
disconnect this and identify the reason for this.  
Rex has commenced his project of modifying the boatshed and 
creating his training facility. The boatshed walls will be painted, 
commencing Monday next week. 
 
Comment was made of the difference the foil plates fitted to 
Marine Rescue 4 have made. The vessel drives much better 
now. 
 
Scott Gregory advised that the Marine Rescue 3 Committee 
have met and have a proposal to put to the next VMR 
Management Meeting. Will keep everyone posted. 
 
A request was made to mount the Go-Pro cameras on the 
vessels. Martin Walsh agreed to sort this. 
 
Diana Gibson requested that members contribute more articles 
to make the V-Sheet easier to compile. We do so many good 
jobs, and the public would like to hear about them. Members 
need to put pen to paper. Much discussion arose. 

00 
8.0 Lucky Door Prize – Rob Sinclair   
 

Meeting Closed 2030 hours Next Meeting 1900 hrs on 01/05/18 
Minutes Signed           
Next Forum Minutes Keeper is – Glenn Norris 
Next Forum BBQ – BLACK CREW 
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MINUTES


		Forum Meeting



		Date:

		06 March 2018

		Time:

		1905

		Venue:

		VMR400 Training Room





		Attendance – As per signed register



		Minute Taker

		Glenn Norris



		New Members

		Scott James – Red Crew



		Apologies from the floor

		Trevor Bellis





		

		Presentations



		GLENN NORRIS

MERV HANDLEY


PETER HOLLIDAY


PETER BARKER


GUY COUBROUGH


CRAIG MALONEY


GLENN NORRIS

		These members have all have all been approved as MRQ Trainer and Assessors for various MAR training modules.

Various MAR Certificates


Various MAR Certificates



		GOLD COAST WATER POLICE – OIC MITCH GRAY

		Mitch addressed the meeting to thank VMR Southport for their efforts in assisting the Gold Coast Water Police. We could not do the job we do without VMR.

Mitch advised that the Commonwealth Games will be business as usual on the water for VMR. We will not be required for any official Comm. Games functions. There will be some very minor road closures on Seaworld Drive at times over the Games periods, generally around the Sheraton and Seaworld Resorts. Parking restrictions will be in place though.

Mitch gave a rundown on some of the more serious activations of late. VMR have played a huge part in these and it has enabled the Water police to concentrate on their investigations into these jobs. Thank you to VMR for assisting to transport QAS etc.


Mitch acknowledged Rex Scott for his efforts with the SAREX last year. VMR Southport is very lucky to have someone with Rex’s knowledge.





		MOMENTS IN HISTORY

		Greg Turner gave a presentation on how the V-Sheet was produced back in the early days. The first edition was back in 1984. Back then it was just like a black and white newspaper. It has come a long way forward today.

In the early editions, there were competitions and gossip pages and a lot of the members at the time advertised their own businesses. Back then also, like now, it was only a handful of people that contributed. Greg is of the belief that the V-Sheet makes great historical value and we should make a big effort to fill it with newsworthy information.



		

		





		3.0

		Previous Minutes



		3.1

		MOVED THAT the minutes of the Forum meeting of 6 February 2018 be accepted as a true and accurate record.



		

		PROPOSED   Guy Coubrough  SECONDED   Diana Gibson   MOTION CARRIED





		5.0

		Crew Reports



		5.1

		Green – Martin Walsh

		2 Crews this month. 1st Crew 9 February. 11 on crew. Very busy crew. 9 jobs in total. Started early morning with 2 jetski tows. 1st from 1nm north of Seaway to Spit boat ramp, then the other from Hollywell to the Marine Stadium boat ramp. These were followed by a tow of a 6M vessel from the Coomera River to the Marine Stadium boat ramp, and a t ow of another jetski from Sth Straddie to the Marine Stadium boat ramp. In the afternoon, towed a 5M vessel from McLarens Landing to Paradise Point, and then a tow of a jetski from 2nm east of Jumpinpin Bar back to Southport. In the late afternoon had 2 jobs, one a tow from Salacia Waters to Slades boat ramp, and the second a tow of an out of fuel vessel from the Coomera River to Sanctuary Cove fuel wharf. 

A good crew.


2nd Crew, 2 March. 14 on Crew. Fiona Roberts filled in. Got quite busy in the afternoon. Had 4 jobs. 1st was a jumpstart gf a vessel 10nm offshore of the Seaway, second was a QAS job. A male had reportedly collapsed on the bottom end of Nth Straddie. Marine Rescue 1 transported QAS. The patient was stable on arrival, and was not transported.


Late in the afternoon a 6M vessel was towed from Sovereign Island to the Grand Jetty, and a 5M vessel was towed from Couran to Marina Mirage.


Another great crew.



		5.2

		White – Dave MacDonald

		2 Crews this month. 1st crew 10 February. 12 on crew. Very busy day. 7 jobs

In the morning, towed a jetski Measured Mile to the Spit boat ramp, then a broken down houseboat from Rat Island to Hope Harbour Marina. A 39ft Clipper Cruiser also needed towing from Sovereign Island to Hope Harbour. In the afternoon, towed 2 jetskis, 1 from Runaway Bay to Jasmine St. boat ramp, then another from near the Sand Pumping jetty to the Broadwater boat ramp. Around the same time we had a tow of an 8M Cruiser from Adams Basin to the Isle of Capri, and then another tow of an 8M vessel from near Seaworld to Paradise Waters. 


Good crew.


2nd Crew, 3 March. 13 on crew. Got very busy from late morning to late afternoon. Had 8 jobs for the crew. Towed a 9M vessel from the Measured Mile to Paradise Point, then received a call that the Sea Plane had had an incident near VMR. This was only minor, however the plane was damaged and needed towing to the Spit boat ramp. In the afternoon, towed a 14M houseboat from the Coomera River to the Boatworks, towed a tinnie from Wavebreak to the Marine Stadium, towed a jetski from Wavebreak to the Marine Stadium, then a jetski from Wavebreak to the Grand jetty.

Late in the afternoon, received a call to tow a 38ft Cruiser from McLarens Landing to Runaway Bay Marina.


Another good, busy crew.



		5.3

		Red – Rob Sinclair

		Only 1 crew this month, 23 February. 9 on crew. Very quiet. Only 1 job. Towed a 12M vessel from Dux anchorage to the Runaway Bay Canals. Lots of training.

Weather needs to improve for the next crew.



		5.4

		Yellow – Peter Barker

		Only 1 crew this month. 24 February. 8 on crew. Dave Wade filled in. Had 3 activations. A 15M houseboat ran aground at Wavebreak Island. We were successful in re-floating this. Dale towed a 6M vessel from Slipping Sands to Horizon Shores which was a 3 hour activation. The biggest rescue of the day was a couch which was floating in the Main Channel. It was towed to shore to avoid it being a navigation hazard.

Good Crew otherwise



		5.5

		Black – Guy Coubrough 

		Only 1 crew this month, 16 February. 10 on crew. Ken Gibbs filled in in the evening and Jules Smibert for the whole crew. 5 jobs for the crew. Towed a jetski from Runaway Bay to Oates Canal in the morning, then a vessel from the Nth Arm of the Coomera River to Sanctuary Cove. Was a very windy day and in the afternoon we were requested to tow a 13M yacht into the Port Merion Marina. Tow was successful. 2 late jobs, another from the Coomera River to Santa Barbara and the ungrounding of a jetski near Tipplers.

Good crew. Late finish



		5.6

		Blue – Scott Gregory

		Only 1 crew this month, 17 February. 14 on crew. Jo Schon filled in. 4 jobs for the crew. Mid morning, towed a Cruiser to Paradise Point, and in the early afternoon towed a 8M vessel to Runaway Bay Marina. Late afternoon towed a 5M vessel from Tipplers to Slades at Paradise Point and then a late job towing a speedboat to the Broadwater boat ramp.

Good crew, but need more jobs.



		5.7

		Callouts – Glenn Norris


		Been quite a busy month. Been some long jobs. Thank you to everyone who has assisted. Will advise in due course the plan for the Commonwealth Games regarding mid week callout procedures.



		5.8

		

		



		

		

		





		6.0

		Management Reports        

		



		Item

		Brief Discussion

		Action/Outcome

		Officer



		6.1

		TREASURER

		John gave a very comprehensive report on the financial status of the Squadron. Membership income is up $14000 on the same period last year. Marnie Keith is phoning expired members and this has a lot to do with that.

Assist revenue is also considerably higher. Well done to the weekend and callout crews.


Repairs and Maintenance on vessels is down quite a bit, however, Marine Rescue 1 is about to get new engines and all vessels are being detailed and antifouled in coming weeks, so this will change significantly.


Fuel expenses for the vessels are approximately 10% higher than last year, at this time.


A question was asked by Craig Maloney if these figures could be shown in percentages for future meetings, as this easier to understand. John obliged and said he could do this.


John thanked everyone for their efforts.

		      John Kaus



		6.2

		SECRETARY

		Advised of the V-Sheet packing day next Thursday 15 March. Need as many hands as possible

Advised that Don MacFarlane, Radio Operator, passed away. Funeral Thursday 8 March. Please wear blue uniform if attending

		Diana Gibson



		6.3

		VICE PRESIDENT

		Not present

		Alan Coy



		6.4

		SEARCH & RESCUE COORDINATOR

		Not present

Report given by acting SRC Peter Barker. Been no incidents. Been very busy. All going well

		Merv Handley



		6.5

		COMMUNICATIONS CONTROLLER


RADIO OPERATORS CONTROLLER

		Not present

N/A

		John MacDonald

    Nil    



		6.6

		OPERATIONS CONTROLLER


COMMITTEE MEMBER 1

COMMITTEE MEMBER 2 


PRESIDENT


GENERAL BUSINESS




		Everything going well at the moment


BOATS - MARINE RESCUE 1 


At Southport Yacht Club at moment for detail and antifoul. Rain holding up. Will be back in water for Friday


Was supposed to get new motors, however, they haven't turned up yet. Maybe next week.

Boat was filthy underneath. Been in the water a little longer than usual.


Good news is, not a drip of water in the engine pods.


Going well otherwise.


MARINE RESCUE 2


Cleaned and antifouled 2 weeks ago.


Looked great when it went back in water. 


All fibreglass chips etc have been repaired. 


New signwriting


Port engine pod water leak now fixed. Caused by a leaking engine bolt.


Mechanics stunned at how quick the engine hours are ticking over. Vessel getting lots of use.

Still requires a new radio cabinet door latch.

MARINE RESCUE 3


Having issues with running rough at times. We know what the issue is, but a major job to fix.


Can skirt the issue by keeping the fuel tank full. Seems to have a problem pumping fuel in the lower half of the tank. No problems with tank full.


Will decide on whether to fix when we get the result of the MR3 Committees findings

Going well otherwise


MARINE RESCUE 4


Going well.

Have fitted foils on the engines.


Had very few comments, but from personal use, seems much better.


Had detail and antifoul a few weeks ago. Looks good


Also had stern bollard damage fixed.


In the process of getting the pontoon fender fixed. Army boats damaged. The western side will be left as is until after Comm. Games as the Army boats will be back. The sides hopefully fixed this week.

When crews do fire pump practice, can they pump out the pontoon. It seems to be taking a bit of water at present.


Sanctuary Cove Boatshow is approaching. Have emailed Duty Skippers with details. If you can help out, it will be welcome


Quality of job sheets is falling down again. Need all the details filled out. Helps to maintain future members. Please take the time to get it right. Job sheet for every job please, including QAS jobs


Not present


Requested assistance with organising the VMR Southport 50th anniversary function in 2019. Preparations need to commence now.


See Helen if you can assist.


Martin provide more information about VMR’s preparation for the Commonwealth Games. A communique will be emailed to all of those involved.


The Ashmore Rotary Club will be attending VMR for a function on Saturday evening 17 March. They have some Exchange students who are returning to their home countries, and this function is to say goodbye. Alan Coy will speak on behalf of VMR. Boat rides will also be provided.


Martin gave a rundown on the current movements at the Seaway Tower. It has now been decided to close the SWT at 1800hrs daily. This is a very common sense approach.


At Martins suggestion, it was agreed to postpone the April Forum Meeting until May, given the expected traffic hassles with the Commonwealth Games. All members present in favour agreed.


Guy Coubrough advised that there will be no training in April due to traffic issues with the Commonwealth Games. The roster for May is on the notice Board at the front door.


A very successful Elements of Shipboard Safety Course has been held over the past 3 weeks, culminating with the Practical Day on Sunday. Thank you to those trainers who were involved.


Rex Scott advised that the back-up radio supply battery was extremely hot, and he believes it to be faulty. It was agreed to disconnect this and identify the reason for this. 


Rex has commenced his project of modifying the boatshed and creating his training facility. The boatshed walls will be painted, commencing Monday next week.

Comment was made of the difference the foil plates fitted to Marine Rescue 4 have made. The vessel drives much better now.


Scott Gregory advised that the Marine Rescue 3 Committee have met and have a proposal to put to the next VMR Management Meeting. Will keep everyone posted.


A request was made to mount the Go-Pro cameras on the vessels. Martin Walsh agreed to sort this.


Diana Gibson requested that members contribute more articles to make the V-Sheet easier to compile. We do so many good jobs, and the public would like to hear about them. Members need to put pen to paper. Much discussion arose.

		Glenn Norris


Annie Erichsen


Helen Stanfield


Martin Walsh





00

		8.0

		Lucky Door Prize – Rob Sinclair

		

		





		Meeting Closed 2030 hours

		Next Meeting 1900 hrs on 01/05/18



		Minutes Signed          



		Next Forum Minutes Keeper is – Glenn Norris

Next Forum BBQ – BLACK CREW
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