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B

ring on Summer !!!! These cold winter days on the Gold Coast (27 degrees recorded on
8th August 2019) are just too much…… or perhaps we have it too good. It is amazing
how the cold weather reduces the amount of vessel traffic on the Broadwater over the winter
months, which gives VMR time to focus on additional training and rescue techniques. Our new
rescue vessel is due to arrive in the next few weeks, and all Skippers will need to have induction
training on this before the summer peak period begins.
The renovations to the Seaway Tower have now been completed, and the Radio Operators are
now back watching over the Seaway, after spending the better part of the year working from the
VMR Southport Base. Whilst our boat crews welcomed and accommodated the additional teams
working from our radio room, the return to our core operating routine is also good – and once we
renovate the space to accommodate new computers, it will be even better.
Seems like the constant repairs, renovations, and maintenance will never slow down….which
leads me to the Spit Master Plan.
Please review this document and specifically look at page 60 and 61. Is it an oversight that
VMR Southport becomes a park? Or do we get a brand-new building as described here:
Muriel Henchman Park provides safe and efficient vessel
launching facilities, related parking areas, a small waterside park
and a series of buildings accommodating community organisations
and those who oversee the safe use of the Gold Coast’s beaches
and waterways and, therefore, require direct water access.
https://haveyoursay.dsdmip.qld.gov.au/30703/documents/106153
The Queensland Government has joined with Village Roadshow, and the City of Gold Coast to
announce a $145 million investment in the future of The Spit.
The Government will invest $60 million into The Spit, leading to improved parklands, and
green spaces, an underwater diving and snorkelling attraction, better boating facilities and parking,
and much more.
The 50th Anniversary function has been and gone, and what an evening it was. It makes me
so proud to be the President of an Organisation that has so much history, and into the future I can
see VMR Southport becoming even bigger. It was great to meet and mingle with so many former
members and supporters on the night, whilst also enjoying the company of our current members.
We are currently looking for an ongoing sponsorship arrangement for our monthly meetings of
crews and radio operators. Each month we conduct a meeting with the volunteers, enjoy a BBQ
or morning tea, and provide a forum for them to talk and provide feedback on the running of the
Rescue Base. By becoming a sponsor and providing us with assistance to fund this important task,
you will not only get the chance to meet these people, but you will receive ongoing exposure as a
VMR supporter, whilst also having the opportunity of being able to claim a tax deduction on your
contribution, as VMR Southport is a registered charity!!!!

Martin Walsh

President 2018 - 2019
FRONT COVER

Marine Incident offshore

DISCLAIMER

The opinions expressed by the authors and
contributors of articles in the Vsheet are not
necessarily those of Volunteer Marine Rescue
Southport - Surfers Paradise Assoc. Inc. (VMR)
nor does VMR guarantee the accuracy of
statements made by contributors or advertisers
or accept any responsibility for any product or
service statement made herein.
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SOME STATS

n Saturday 13 July 2019, in excess of 220 past and present
members, supporters, friends, and partners of Volunteer
Marine Rescue Southport gathered at the Southport RSL Club to
celebrate 50 years of this wonderful Organisation. With the gents
fitted out in their finest attire, and the ladies looking sparkling in their
cocktail dresses, everyone who attended had something to chat about
relating to their time spent with VMR Southport.

MAY
2019

JUNE
2019

JULY
2019

Towed Vessels

33

24

18

Jump Starts

3

2

8

2

1

ACTIVATIONS

Pump Outs
Transporting

1

3

Fire
Standby
Medical

2

2

2

Searches

2

1

Dispersals

2

1

Public Relations

4

3

6

Crew Training

74

52

48

Groundings

6

3

4

Other

2

Investgate
TOTALS

4

2

4

127

94

98

Media Personality, fishing guru, and passionate VMR supporter
Paul Burt was the Master of Ceremonies for the evening, and without
a doubt his experience and professionalism kept the night running to
timetable.
It was also a great pleasure to have in attendence Officers in
Charge from the Quensland Water Police, and the Queensland
Ambulance Service, along with several Life Members of the
Squadron, our Honorary Solicitors, Corporate Sponsors, the
President and Manager of Marine Rescue Queensland and members
of other Marine Rescue Squadrons, both in Queensland and New
South Wales.
Also in attendence was Mr Bruce Harris and his wife Daphne.
Bruce was a founding member of the group back in 1968. Bruce
also built the ‘Shark Cat’ brand of vessel, which were used back in
the early days as Rescue vessels. Today, these vessels are known as
Noosa Cats, and are still being used by VMR Southport. Noosa Cat
owners Wayne, Debbie and Tracey Hennig were also present on the
evening, as were the owners of Brisbane Marine, Troy and Courtney
Wood, whose business in co-operation with Mercury Marine have
supplied and maintained all of the Squadrons outboard motors for the
past nine years.
Bruce Harris still remembers the day of the first meeting, the
formation process, many of the rescues undertaken in his time, and
quite a lot more about the Organisation, and the audience were in
awe of his interview with Paul during the evening.
Senior Skipper and Life Member Greg Turner also addressed the
function with some statistics.

ACTIVE MEMBER
PROMOTIONS
Active Members who have
achieved higher ranking

Congratulations to:
Crew
Montana Henkelmann
Katy Counsell
RECRUIT
Britt Mortensen

In 50 years of operating there has been,
- In excess of 35,000 Rescue activations undertaken
- 2.5 million volunteer man hours contributed
- In excess of 150,000 persons returned to safety
- 1.8 million litres of fuel used in Rescue vessels
- 28 Rescue vessels utilised in the fleet
- Tens of millions of dollars of property saved from the
perils of the ocean
The RSL provided an outstanding three course meal, the bar did
a roaring trade, lots of tales were told (many exaggerated over time),
and the dance floor became extremely popular as the official business
came to an end. The layout and decoration of the function room
created a brilliant atmosphere, which kept many members present
until the very early hours of the next morning.
All would agree that a huge thank you must go to the Event
Management Team of six members from VMR who organised
this event. It was certainly difficult to track down as many former
members as we could, given there have been over 2000 of them in
fifty years.
There is no doubt VMR Southport will continue to blossom well
into the next decade, and if this evening was anything to go by, there
will be plenty of excitement when the 60th Anniversary approaches.
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Celebrates

50 Years
What people said
about the party
I wish to take this opportunity to
congratulate the Events Management
Team on organising a fabulous night
and allowing us to catch up with past
colleagues whom we hadn’t seen for
many years. Looking forward to the
60th .
Keith Knight
Can I thank the hard working
organizing committee for a well
planned evening I had a wonderful
night catching up with many old
crew mates.
		
John Martin
I would like to congratulate the
Events Committee on the success of the
50th celebration on Saturday night.
The format for me worked a treat,
not knowing a lot of the history, but
having the individuals describing
what they needed and how they
achieved it through the decades,
was an eye opener. The atmosphere
in the room was contagious and it
was a reminder for me that I am
not doing anything that lots of
others haven’t done before , and had
sacrificed a lot more than I could
have imagined .
		
Peter Barker
My sincere congratulations on staging
such a wonderful evening.It was most
enjoyable and interesting.
		
David Tapsall
Thanks for sending the 50th photos
through . My husband and I both had
a great night. Thanks for the invite
		
Raie Newland

TOP:

The crowd listening intently to the
evenings Guest Speaker
President Martin Walsh 		
addressing the audience

MIDDLE:

BOTTOM:

The Green Crew team ready to
party
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Notable
Jobs
by Glenn Norris

A

n interesting request for assistance for one of VMR Southport’s
First Responders recently when she was activated by the
Ambulance Service to assist an 11 year old male with a laceration to his
hand. On arrival the boy seemed unperturbed by his injury, with his hand
already bandaged up and the bleeding controlled. Whilst fishing the boy
had been bitten by an eel, causing a small puncture wound between the
thumb and forefinger. After a good cleansing of the bite, the boy was
transported to Paradise Point, where his parents were to take him to a
Doctor for further treatment, possibly a couple of stitches.

S

ometimes following the leader doesn’t always work. The Skipper
of a 37 foot Cruiser, only recently new to the country from
abroad, made the the dangerous mistake of taking the advice of a jetski
rider, in relation to making his way down the Coomera River. After
taking off at high speed, with the Cruiser following, the jetski zig zagged
its way downstream until the curious rider wondered why the Cruiser
was no longer following. Returning upstream, the other vessel had run
aground at speed. VMR were called to assist, in the nick of time being
able to unground the vessel on a dropping tide. The Cruiser Skipper
maintained his innocence that he was only doing what he was told. Some
good advice from the VMR Skipper was soon shared about the draught
of a jetski, compared to that of a 37 foot Cruiser. The man is now a
member, however quite embarrassed by his adventure. The moral of the
story - Stick to the beacons. That’s what they are there for!!!!!

A

man called VMR recently to advise his anchor was snagged on
something on the North side of Wavebreak Island. He needed
VMR assistance to become un-snagged. Not knowing what the object
causing the trouble was, VMR loaned the man a mask and snorkel to
go for a swim. On closer inspection, a very old, and very large ,derelict
mooring block was the suspect. The man managed to free his anchor,
however, then had to be towed, as his engine had mechanical issues. The
Gold Coast Waterways Authority were advised and attended to inspect
the mooring block.
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A

routine call for assistance was received recently when a
man stated the engine on his tender had broken down near
Currigee. Being mid week, a crew was called in and headed towards
the given location. Whilst passing the Seaway frantic waves for help
were seen on the inside of the northern rock wall. It was the man and his
tender. Amazingly the vessel had drifted with the outgoing tide. More
amazingly, the vessel had no oars, or an anchor, and nobody had stopped
to help the man. VMR retrieved both the tender and the owner and
returned them to their mother ship.

G

iven the calm weather of late, VMR Southport has seen an
increase in small vessels heading further offshore to explore
the deeper fishing grounds. Several requests for assistance have also
been received. Quite often these are fuel related. Faulty fuel guages, flat
batteries, engine flooding, and lack of fuel are some of the reasons why
people get into trouble and require VMR. Winter is more than half way
through now, and these good weather conditions generally stay this way
for the next few months. Please take the time to replace your ageing
battery, fill your fuel tank with good clean fuel, have your engine and
trailer serviced, and generally give your boat a good maintenance check
over. We at VMR love to meet everyone, but not when the circumstances
could have been preventable.

I

ts always nice to attract new Active members to the Organisation,
and quite often that new member who joins has been previously
assisted by VMR. A lady recently enquired about joining because she
was so moved by the experience and professionalism of a VMR crew
who assisted her in a marine medical situation more than 20 years ago.
The lady always said she would repay the favour, and join when she
retired. Currently going through the membership application process,
soon we hope to have this extra member. Its great to know that a lot of
the people we assist never forget VMR.

A Shopping Trip
with a Difference

VALE - George Paschedag
Past President
Air Sea Rescue Southport

by Peter Tatham
George Paschedag

S

o, there I was, leaving our local shopping centre when the
callout text came through to me,
“Skipper and Crew required urgently. Marine incident offshore.
People in liferaft”.
Fortunately, I was able to respond with my wife acting as a
chauffeur. We rapidly made progress to the Grand Hotel pontoon,
arriving in time to meet Skipper Peter Barker, who was arriving with
Marine Rescue 1, VMR Southport’s Primary Rescue vessel.
The vessel in distress was easily located as we left the Gold
Coast Seaway due to a massive plume of smoke rising above the
ocean, about 10km offshore. Such was the obvious impact of this,
that 000, the Seaway Tower and the VMR Base were all phoned
multiple times by concerned members of the public.
The Queensland Water Police were first on scene and were able
to rescue the eight people who had been whale watching on a 19m
Catamaran. They had managed to escape into the vessel’s tender.
Fortunately no injuries were sustained, and they were towed back to
safety by the Water Police.
Meanwhile Marine Rescue 1 was tasked to liaise with the
Maritime Safety Queensland vessel which had also just arrived.This
was to ensure that no other craft got too close, in view of both the
toxic fumes and the potential for a serious explosion.
The boat eventually sunk and Marine Rescue 1 returned back
to VMR Base to ponder the impact of what appeared to be a
mechanical issue and to hope that the owners insurance premiums
were fully paid up!!
All in all this was a great multi-agency response.

joined VMR Southport in 1975.
Not long after joining George
stepped into the Presidents
role, and was never shy to
front Politicians in relation to
sourcing more funding for the
Organisation. The Minister
for Everything back then,
Russ Hinze, and various other
high rollers in Queen Street in
Brisbane were Georges mates,
simply because he regularly
appeared on their door steps
looking for something for Air
Sea Rescue, as it was back in
those days.
Unfortunately in 1977, due
to also commencing a paint supplies business in Southport, in which
business took off like a rocket, George became limited in time and
couldn’t continue as President, so therefore stepped back and continued
as a General Member. Right up until his passing, some 43 plus years
after joining, VMR Southport member number 212 - Mr George
Paschedag remained a current member.
As a long term member of the Southport Yacht Club, George and
wife Glenys owned a large yacht, and much to the embarrassment of
both of them, on a few occasions they were members and customers of
VMR Southport.
The Paschedag’s business, Coastal Paint Supplies in Southport was a
great supporter of VMR Southport, and whenever a VMR vessel needed
a new coat of antifoul, George had a tin ready at no cost.
Upon retirement and selling the business, Glenys joined VMR as
a Radio Operator, whilst also taking on other roles as well. George
continued on assisting with sailing events at the Yacht Club, and also
loved travelling, especially to places in far western Queensland and New
South Wales, where he would always collate photo and email displays
detailing his and Glenys’ adventures.
In recent times illness got to George, and sadly he passed away on
Wednesday 3 July.
George loved a rum and coke, and a chat with his many mates, and
as Glenys tells the story, one of Georges best mates said on hearing of
his passing ‘I will miss him calling me a silly old bastard, because that’s
what I use to call him’.
VMR Southport will continue to support Glenys and son Paul,
however, George will be sadly missed.

VMR Southport
on emergency call 24/7
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SANCTUARY COVE
BOAT SHOW 2019
by Annie Erichsen

The weather couldn’t be better,
the crowds were over the 47,000
mark, and the vast lineup of
vessels, equipment, displays,
and demonstrations were mind
boggling.
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T

his year the Sanctuary Cove International Boat Show was
held from 23-26 May and didn’t it pack a punch! The weather
couldn’t be better, the crowds were over the 47,000 mark, and the vast
lineup of vessels, equipment, displays, and demonstrations were mind
boggling.
VMR Southport was kindly granted three areas within the Boat
Show precinct to conduct much needed fundraising activities to ensure
we continue to provide a valuable 24/7 service to the community. Our
largest vessel Marine Rescue 1 was on prominent display in close
proximity to the Superyachts which allowed for members of the public
to buy raffle tickets, talk to our volunteers and to inspect our rescue
vessel more closely. The stall inside the precinct was a great location to
showcase our services to those heading down to the Marina and once
again VMR Southport was invited to provide frequent water transport to
and from the Boat Show.
Fundraising is a crucial activity for our organisation and the ongoing
support we receive from Brisbane Marine and Mercury is outstanding.
This year they donated three cash prizes of $2,000 / $1,000 / $500 that
were raffled (congratulations to the lucky winners)!! VMR Southport is
extremely grateful for the support it receives from the commercial sector
and members of the public who generously donate and buy memberships
in recognition and acknowledgement of the important role VMR plays
within the community.
Emergency Services agencies such as the Gold Coast Water Police
(GCWP), Queensland Ambulance Service (QAS) and Queensland Fire
and Rescue (QFES) collaborate closely with VMR throughout the year,
to ensure that people and vessels on our waters and islands are looked
after and helped in time of need. During the Boat Show VMR Southport
was pleased to receive several visits by GCWP and QAS who popped
in to say hello to our volunteers to celebrate National Volunteer Week.
Senior Sergeant Jay Notaro from GCWP said “The assistance provided
by VMR Southport is invaluable to our operational response and it was
great to see the boating community providing them support during this
event.“

During the Boat Show, VMR Southport kept its followers regularly
updated by posting on our Facebook page, to share our activities and
to entice people to visit our stand. QAS shared one of these posts to its
many followers stating “The support of volunteer first responder groups
such as VMR Southport are instrumental in helping QAS save lives.
Your efforts in what you do for the community are truly appreciated.”
It was also wonderful to see past members of VMR Southport along
with volunteers from other VMR Squadrons, such as Jamie and Karen
Darlington from Bribie Island VMR who dropped by to show support.
However, it is the dedication and tirelessness of VMR Southport
Volunteers who make the Boat Show an important event for us. Every
group within VMR Southport rally around each year to ensure our
fundraising success by devoting their time, including Skippers, Crewies,
Radio Operators, Maintenance staff, Admin staff and Committee
Members who all pitch in to help. This year we even had family
members assisting, which is a valuable sign of support as VMR often
take their loved ones away to fill in the shifts we conduct on a 24/7 basis.
In summarising the activities from the 2019 Boat Show, VMR
Southport’s President, Martin Walsh, said “the high enthusiasm levels of
the volunteers selling tickets at the boat show was equally matched with
the display of appreciation from the majority of the boat show visitors. It
was a privilege to view the interaction and the genuine thanks directed at
our volunteers who donate their labour to assist marine rescue.”
To top it all off, at the end of this year’s Boat Show when Marine
Rescue 1 was leaving for home, we were able to experience the
closeness of the boating fraternity. There is nothing quite like the
impressive sound of hundreds of horns all going off simultaneously! A
great way to end the show!
So if you didn’t make it down to the Sanctuary Cove International
Boat Show this year, mark it in your diary for 2020 and make sure you
visit our stalls to thank the wonderful members of our organisation for
the vital work they do in keeping you safe. That’s a wrap! Thank you to
everyone who assisted during the four days!
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Portrait of a VMR

Volunteer

PETER TATHAM
SENIOR CREW MEMBER

JOINED VMR APRIL 2016
A BIT ABOUT ME
I joined the (UK) Royal Navy straight from school as a Logistics
Officer. During my 34 years in uniform I served in a variety of roles
including running the logistics department in the aircraft carrier HMS
INVINCIBLE during the Balkans conflict, and managing the outer
office of the Chief of Naval Personnel.
I retired in 2004 and moved to the UK Defence Academy where I
taught humanitarian logistics (the logistic preparation and response to
disasters) whilst also somehow managing to baffle the PhD examiners.
After 6 years at the Academy, my wife and I were fortunate
enough to be able to emigrate to Australia in 2010, following our two
daughters (one escaping the Pommie Weather and the other a very
dodgy boyfriend). I understand that getting Permanent Residency at
the ripe old age of 58 is only possible as an academic, or as a Minister
of Religion – so the fall back plan was to start my own church, to
which of course you would all have been most welcome!! Fortunately
Plan A worked, and so I spent a very happy 8 years at Griffith
University until my retirement on 1 January this year.
WHY DID I JOIN VMR?
Although my time in the Navy was as a logistics (rather than deck)
officer, I spent many happy weeks sailing yachts in the Atlantic and
Mediterranean Oceans, so I guess that salt water is firmly entrenched
in my DNA. VMR has provided a wonderful opportunity for me to get
back to sea, and also to help those who get into trouble. This enables
me to give a small something back to this wonderful country and
community.
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WHAT DO I ENJOY MOST
ABOUT BEING A MEMBER OF VMR?
One of our Red Crew members recently talked about VMR being
‘a family’ and this is just so true, with great mates who help you get
better at whatever it is you are undertaking. So, the brilliant company,
combined with the challenge of learning new skills and (hopefully)
doing a good job is what makes VMR work for me.
WHAT IS THE MOST MEMORABLE ACTIVATION
YOU 		
HAVE BEEN INVOLVED IN?
There have been just too many superb experiences, and I really
can’t finger any one as being ‘the most memorable’.
WHAT DO I DO IN MY SPARE TIME?
Although I am formally retired from Griffith Uni, I retain an
‘adjunct’ status, and this means that quite a lot of work is still flowing
my way. But as a colleague recently pointed out, the best thing about
being retired is that you can say ‘no’!!
MY FUTURE INTENTIONS WITH VMR
To be a team member on whom others can rely – especially when
the circumstances are at their most challenging.

Gold Coast Seaway Tower

				fully operational after renovations

A

s mentioned in the June edition of the V-Sheet, the Gold Coast Seaway Tower was
undergoing a makeover to make it compliant with current day Government and Council
legislation. In the interim, the VMR Southport Radio Room was the Seaway Tower.
It is pleasing to announce this work is now complete, and Radio Operators from both Volunteer
Marine Rescue Southport, and Coastguard Southport have moved back in to a re-furbished and
renovated facility.
As at 25 July 2019, the dulcid tones of these volunteer operators could again be heard
broadcasting their daily weather reports and navigation warnings, whilst also logging on and
off the hundreds of vessels that traverse the Gold Coast Seaway every month. Whilst this
renovation may have imposed challenges on everyone involved, and some inconveniences, like
not being able to physically see and report on Seaway conditions when requested, the level of
professionalism and enthusiasm shown by both Organisations Radio Operators was second to
none. The vessels that forgot to log off, the vessels that logged on in the middle of the night
when everyone else was asleep, and those vessels that just simply needed to call on the radio
and have a chat all got the same attention as if the Seaway Tower was in full swing and
operating like usual.
Moving forward, we have a much improved facility to operate from, and as we begin to
move towards the warmer months, all looks bright for a bumper boating season.
Make sure you do your bit, and for safety’s sake, log on with the Seaway Tower before
you venture offshore, and don’t forget to log off when you return. Outside of normal
working hours, VMR Southport will respond to your call.
			

Seaway Tower, VMR Southport Marine radio - VHF Channels 16 , 73
Seaway Tower - Phone 55 912900
VMR Southport - Phone 55 911300   
www.vmrsouthport.com.au
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Moreton Bay
crabber
caught with
undersized catch
Agricultural Industry Development
and Fisheries

A

man has been fined $6000 and had his crab pots seized after
being caught with under-sized and protected crabs, a shovel
nosed ray and non-compliant gear at Mud Island in Moreton Bay.
Minister for Agricultural Industry Development and Fisheries Mark
Furner said the man was found to have 28 undersized blue swimmer
crabs, two of which were protected females, and none of his crab pots
were properly marked.
The man pleaded guilty to all charges in the Southport Magistrates
Court.
“This sort of disregard for our rules has a serious impact on an
important community resource and the livelihoods of the commercial
sector this fishery supports,” Mr Furner said.
“All fishers need to understand the regulations and requirements
around size limits and the proper marking of crab pots. Otherwise, you
will be caught and you will go to court.
“Tough enforcement is vital to building a legacy of a sustainable
fishery for our children and grandchildren.”
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Member for Lytton Joan Pease said every recreational and
commercial fisher shared the responsibility for responsible fishing.
“These resources belong to all Queenslanders and we need to make
sure they are protected for future generations,” Ms Pease said.
“This is a lifestyle for so many Queenslanders and we need to
protect the fishery if we want future generations to enjoy it.
“It is not just fishing at stake here. It is the thousands of jobs that
rely on the commercial and recreational fishing industries that we need
to protect.”
Mr Furner said the Queensland Boating and Fisheries Patrol (QBFP)
uses technology and other techniques to uncover illegal activities,
including surveillance cameras.
“We also recently deployed drones as part of our compliance
enforcement effort, making it even harder for people to hide illegal
activities.”
For more information on Queensland’s fishing regulations,
visit www.fisheries.qld.gov.au, call 13 25 23 or download the free ‘Qld
Fishing’ app from Apple and Google app stores.

Going out with a bang
T

Wietze and Janneke say
Farewell to Australia

ime is ticking… our tourist visa for Australia is ending soon,
and there is still so much to see and do! We tried to squeeze in
as much as we could after leaving Shark Bay. First stop was Carnarvon,
where we met the remarkable dredging crew of the Carnarvon Yacht
Club. The club is based on the Fascine, an inlet from the sea. It has never
been very deep, but yachts could go in and out to the marina at high tide.
In 2017 it silted up very rapidly and yachts were trapped inside. But
worse, boats that needed to find shelter or help, couldn’t get in anymore.
There is a dredged fishing harbour, but that is usually filled to capacity.
The members rallied together and pulled off an incredible project. They
bought a dredge in Bunbury (1100 kilometers south), loaded it on 7
semi trailers, and then put it back together in Carnarvon. No less than
3000 hours were needed to get it to dredge again. They are now slowly
working their way out to sea again to ensure safe passage for yachts and
motorboats. All the members of the dredge-team are volunteers and the
majority are 70 plus in age.
After lots of fun and laughs in Carnarvon we sailed north to the
Ningaloo Reef. What an amazing place! White sand, azure ocean and
the reef at walking or swimming distance from the beach. We have
been wearing out our flippers and snorkels just swimming around and
admiring the coral and abundant marine life. Octopus, rays, all sorts of
small reef fish, too many to name them all.
We were ambitious and wanted to see the mighty whale shark. To
see one while you are cruising around is like winning the jackpot, so we

increased our chances by going on a tour with a fast motorboat. It was a
day to remember: we felt that Mother Nature decided to give us a special
treat. We swam with manta rays before we even left the reef to look
for the whale sharks! Back on the boat we zipped out to slightly deeper
water, and soon saw our first whale shark.
Nothing prepares you for your first encounter with these gentle
giants. Once you’ve jumped in the water and the bubbles around
you have risen, you see this 6 metre shark slowly waving its tail and
swimming towards you. That’s the moment when you keep reminding
yourself that he doesn’t have teeth. The tail is almost a metre and a half
high! It is incredible. They seem to just be chilling out in the water, but
they swim a lot faster than you think. We spent an hour swimming with
two whale sharks, and got out of the water, exhausted but very happy.
As soon as the boat was heading back to the passage through the reef, a
huge humpback whale breached a couple of times next to the boat. Soon
after, we saw dugongs and a very large bull ray. This was jaw dropping!
But all good things come to an end. We are getting ready to go to
Indonesia next. It’s been a year since we arrived in Southport and we
have travelled thousands of miles along Australian shores. The flora,
fauna and landscapes of Australia have left us in awe. But what we
will always remember is the friendship and genuine hospitality of the
Australians. You guys turned us into true ambassadors of your country.
We thank you from the bottom of our hearts.
BELOW LEFT: swimming with Manta Rays
BELOW: Wietze and Janneke with 13 metre yacht
‘Anna Caroline’ on a mooring at the Abrolhos Islands
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Marine Rescue 1

responding to a houseboat emergency
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DREDGING PROGRAM SUPPORTS
SAFE, NAVIGABLE ACCESS TO WATERWAYS
ABOVE

A

BELOW

- The dredge working in the upper Coomera River near the Gold Coast Marine Industry Precinct.
- The Coomera Dredged Sediment Management Facility.

multi-million dollar dredging program and associated
infrastructure is supporting navigational access to the Coomera
River and the Gold Coast Marine Industry Precinct.
The Gold Coast Waterways Authority (GCWA) has invested
$10.3 million in the construction of the Coomera Dredged Sediment
Management Facility (the Facility) and Coomera River dredging
campaign.
A recent economic study assessed the natural capital value of the
Gold Coast’s waterways at $26 billion and GCWA CEO Hal Morris said
that reinforced the need to ensure safe, navigable access to the city’s
waterways network.
Mr Morris said the completion of the dredged sediment management
facility had allowed the GCWA to dredge navigational channels on the
Coomera River between Sanctuary Cove and the Marine Precinct for the
first time.
‘Up until now, we haven’t been able to dredge the upper Coomera
River because there was no way to deal with the silt found in that part of
the river in an economical and environmentally friendly way.
“The material being dredged is too fine and silty to use for beach
nourishment or offshore disposal.
“The alternative would’ve been to transport it to somewhere like
Brisbane which would’ve been prohibitively expensive.
“Having a facility like this is a game changer for the Gold Coast
Marine Industry Precinct, marina operators, waterways users, residents
and the Gold Coast economy.
“There’ll be easier access and deeper water, keeping the river safe
and navigable for all types of boats, including superyachts up to 60
metres in length, to come into the precinct.
“Dredging will also improve water flow for flood mitigation,’ Mr
Morris said.
The Coomera Dredged Sediment Management Facility is the first of
its kind on the Gold Coast.
The Facility includes three settling ponds and an area for drying out
the sediment before it is made available for reuse as topsoil or nonstructural fill.
The Facility will not only take material dredged under the GCWA’s
dredging program but also enables the environmentally sound disposal
of river and canal sediment for the City of Gold Coast, businesses in the
marine precinct and managers of residential areas like Hope Island and
Sanctuary Cove.

GCWA is working with local businesses and residential managers to
help them plan their use of the Facility.
GCWA engaged south east Queensland firm Synergy Resource
Management to design, construct, operate and maintain the Facility
following a competitive tender process.
The City of Gold Coast contributed over $1 million to the dredging
of the Coomera River.
Under the Coomera River dredging campaign about 85,000 cubic
metres will be removed from the river. That’s the equivalent of filling a
rugby league field with sand to a depth of 17 metres.
The dredging will provide a depth of at least 3 metres below Lowest
Astronomical Tide (LAT.)
A dredging campaign was undertaken in the lower Coomera River
earlier this year between Sanctuary Cove and the river’s entrance into
the Broadwater at Paradise Point. This resulted in material being placed
offshore to support the City of Gold Coast’s beach nourishment program
to replace sand removed by Cyclone Oma.
The GCWA expects to complete the upper Coomera River dredging
campaign in September 2019 and will then shift its focus to the
Broadwater.
‘We’ll invest $1.6 million this financial year in dredging the South,
South Wavebreak Island and West Crab Island channels.
Mr Morris said the work is being done under GCWA’s Gold Coast
Waterways Management Program to support the tourism, marine and
recreational industries here on the coast.
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Cedric enjoys
a ride on
Rowley’s lap

Pelican Rescue

O

n a recent White Crew shift VMR Southport received a call from Rowley
Goonan of Wild Bird Rescue, requesting transport for him to assist a pelican in
distress just south of Tipplers, on South Stradbroke Island. It soon became apparent this
was no ordinary medivac exercise!
Rowley joined Skipper Dave MacDonald and crew members Jamie Sayer and Helen
Claase on Marine Rescue 1. They set off immediately, hoping to find the injured bird in
the location provided by the caller.
Luckily the pelican had not wandered far away. On arrival at the given location, using
binoculars, Rowley confirmed a pelican squatting on the beach was the injured bird, as it
had fishing line hanging from its wing. The caller had earlier also noticed an embedded
fishing hook, and that the pelican was limping on land. Rowley explained that “limping is
a major red flag, as it suggests that fishing line has become entangled around the pelican’s
leg, cutting off circulation. Unless removed it will ultimately amputate the bird’s leg.”
It was very impressive when the pelican was caught with ease (helped by a fish bribe!)
and with a minimal amount of stress caused to the bird. This was a very large pelican
which we named Cedric. Surprisingly, Cedric offered very little resistance and was
remarkably calm when handled.
Under Rowley’s expert instruction, Jamie held the pelican securely as he gently cut
away the fishing line embedded deeply in Cedric’s leg, allowing circulation to return,
and then the wraps of fishing line were unwrapped from the folds of Cedric’s wing. As
the fishing hook was deeply attached, we left it to be removed at Currumbin Wildlife
Hospital.
Rowley stated that “the entanglement of fishing line around the pelican’s leg had
caused almost complete paralysis and that this was a very painful and a life-threatening
injury. Had Cedric not been caught and assisted when he was, he would have lost his leg
and then his life.”
As soon as the on-site care was completed, Cedric was transported back to the VMR
Southport base in the comfort of the vessel’s cabin, where he sat happily on Rowley’s lap.
Rowley then drove Cedric to Currumbin’s Wildlife Animal Hospital for further treatment.
Subsequently, VMR Southport are now happy to report that Cedric made a full
recovery and was released from hospital 10 days after the rescue.
Cedric’s legacy of those soft neck feathers and rather smelly poop lives on! He’s one
lucky pelican to be caught in time, due to a combined team effort of the caller, Rowley
and the VMR crew.
Rowley was very grateful for VMR’s assistance, saying that he’s “enjoyed being
helped by VMR, having rescued several birds over the years”.
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super snaps

ABOVE:

The Fleet returns to Base

ABOVE RIGHT: Glenys Paschedag on
duty in the Seaway Tower

Cooling down at VMR
after the 2019 Gold Coast Cup
Outrigger Canoe event

RIGHT:

Rescue 1 returns to
Base through the Seaway

BELOW: Marine
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TRADE & SERVICES DIRECTORY

PLEASE SUPPORT THESE LOCAL BUSINESSES WHO SUPPORT VMR SOUTHPORT

Corey Donnelly
0433 507578

Evolution
Sailmakers
evolution

Graham Sherring
Ph: 55 377433

E: info@evolutionsails.com.au
W: www.evolutionsails.com.au
27/231 Brisbane Road, Labrador
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