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elcome to the latest edition of our magazine.
This time each year I urge all of our readers to take extra care on the water, as
we enter our busiest period of providing assistance. The Summer period tends to bring out a lot
of vessels that may not have had much time getting wet over the rest of the year. Given this,
simple problems like flat batteries and fuel blockages are common issues our crews come across.
Remember, our operation is 24 / 7, so if you need the assistance of VMR Southport at any time,
don’t hesitate to call us.
I would also like to take this opportunity to remind everyone of the great gift idea a VMR
membership can provide, at just $77 per annum. Do you know someone who has a vessel, or a
jetski that isn’t a VMR Southport member? Memberships go well at any time of the year, but
I know personally that Santa Claus has great pleasure in delivering these at this time of year.
Contact the VMR Base on 55 911300 if you would like to join someone up.
The massive increase in both large and small vessels on the water (not all powered) means that
not only do we all need to ensure we “maintain a proper lookout” at all times, but we also need
to remember some basic navigation requirements. It is far too common to see vessels powering
up a channel on the left (port side) just like we do on the roads. The waterways work opposite to
our road rules. The easiest way to remember may be to think every time you are on the water, you
are actually on holidays in the USA, and need to keep to the right. Maritime Safety Queensland
(MSQ) have some great “moving pictures” showing some basic rules – visit the website
https://www.msq.qld.gov.au/Safety/Collision-regulations
I also can’t stress enough the importance of logging your travel details with the Gold Coast
Seaway Tower when you depart the Seaway, and logging off when you return. If we don’t know
you are out there, we can’t come looking for you if you get into difficulty. The Seaway Tower is
open daily between the hours of 0500 and 1800, and outside of these hours calls are monitored by
VMR Southport.
In the last edition of the V-Sheet I spoke about how the Seaway Tower renovation had been
finalised. Our Management Committee decided that a renovation to our own Radio Room at the
VMR Southport Base was also required. Stripping out all the old files, cameras, radios, wiring
and connectors which had absolutely no use was only part of the benefit. A new bench, a splash of
paint and new carpet have brightened up the place no end. We also use computer screens instead
of radios to communicate with all vessels on marine channels, so the old marine radio slots have
now all disappeared into our history. Omnitronics developed a platform called RediTALK that
gives us multiple marine radio channels on the one screen with recording capabilities.
On November 2nd we launched a new Rescue vessel, Marine Rescue 5, that has now become
part of our fleet. Be sure to read further through this magazine to get all of the stats, and have a
look at the pictures.
I would like to take this opportunity to wish all of our members, both Active and Associate,
a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. I would also like to thank all of those members
who will avail themselves to skipper and crew rescue vessels throughout this upcoming busy
period, and to the Radio Operators who will spend countless hours listening to marine radio
traffic, and answering calls for assistance.
Stay safe on the water

Martin Walsh

President 2019 - 2020

FRONT COVER

Marine Rescue 5
DISCLAIMER

The opinions expressed by the authors and
contributors of articles in the Vsheet are not
necessarily those of Volunteer Marine Rescue
Southport - Surfers Paradise Assoc. Inc. (VMR)
nor does VMR guarantee the accuracy of
statements made by contributors or advertisers
or accept any responsibility for any product or
service statement made herein.
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Management 2019 - 2020
O

n Saturday 7th September 2019, VMR Southport held its Annual General Meeting. The elected
Management team for 2019 - 2020 only saw one change from the previous year, with Committee Member
Annie Erichsen being replaced by Russell Howard. Under the VMR Southport constitution, two people per year
are elected as Committee Members, and these people may only stand for a maximum period of 2 years, hence
Annie having to stand down. The new Management Committee have already buckled down and have had several
meetings in order to keep the Organisation functioning. Here you can find out about the team.

L to R: Martin Walsh (President), Craig Maloney (Committee Member), Merv Handley (Search & Rescue Controller),
Bev Weldon (Radio Operator’s Co-ordinator), Peter Barker (Operations Controller),
Russell Howard (Committee Member), John MacDonald (Communications Controller), Helen Stanfield (Vice President),
John Kaus (Treasurer), Diana Gibson (Secretary).
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President - Martin Walsh

- Joined VMR Southport January 2014,
- Senior Crew ranking
- Occupation - Salesman
- Reason for joining VMR - I wanted to go offshore on a rescue boat,
rather than running on the beach as a Lifesaver.
- Greatest enjoyment about VMR - Being able to get out on the
rescue boats, and enjoying the beautiful area we work in.
- How do you see the next 12 months in VMR? - We just need to
keep doing what we do best - looking after the boating community.

Vice President - Helen Stanfield

- Joined VMR Southport May 1987 -1998, returned 2006
- Crew ranking
- Occupation - Contracts Manager
- Reason for joining VMR - It gave me something in common with
my dad, who was already a member. I found out I enjoyed it.
- Greatest enjoyment about VMR - Being around the same people
who have the same compulsion / desire to help
- How do you see the next 12 months in VMR? - We need to ensure
our growth continues, our fundamental processes continue to 		
improve, and we be more assertive within the State.

Treasurer - John Kaus

- Joined VMR Southport May 2015
- Radio Operator
- Occupation - Retired Accountant / Funeral Director
- Reason for joining VMR - I have always been involved in 		
volunteer Emergency Services (SES & Rural Fire). When I moved
to the Gold Coast I wanted to try something different.
- Greatest enjoyment about VMR - Being able to see tasks through
from start to finish, and knowing that the Administration support
makes the operational stuff possible.
- How do you see the next 12 months in VMR? - Potentially, a period
of major change which will need to be approached with an open 		
mind and a willingness to embrace change.

Secretary - Diana Gibson

- Joined VMR Southport November 2000
- Radio Operator
- Occupation - Retail Assistant
- Reason for joining VMR - Whilst enrolling to obtain my Marine
Radio Licence I met two very smart men, Keith Webb and Keith
Taylor. They had me signed up to VMR before I actually even
knew what VMR did, other than providing Radio Licence courses.
The enticement for attaining the Licence was volunteering for 		
Marine Radio duty at the Seaway Tower on weekends to fit in with
my shop hours.
- Greatest enjoyment about VMR - Sunrises from the Seaway
Tower, and being a part of the team when mariners need
assistance. It’s a great team, and whether it be State of Origin 		
evenings, Christmas Parties, Boatshows, monthly meetings, or
just crossing paths at shift changeovers, there is always time to
chat to a special bunch of people giving their time and abilities to
the community.
- How do you see the next 12 months in VMR? - As we have
done for the last 50 years, VMR Southport will continue to
serve the users of Gold Coast Waterways, whilst awaiting the 		
Queensland Government’s Blue Water Review recommendations
for the future of marine Emergency Services.

Search and Rescue Controller - Merv Handley

- Joined VMR Southport June 1998
- Senior Skipper
- Occupation - Retired Mechanic / Retail Manager
- Reason for joining VMR - In 1998, after retiring, I was looking 		
for another interest. I was introduced to VMR, and have been here
ever since
- Greatest enjoyment about VMR - There are so many, 19 years
of running the Bar, and Social Club, becoming a Skipper, then a

Duty Skipper, then a Senior Skipper, training other members 		
through their ranks and then being honoured with Life Membership
- How do you see the next 12 months in VMR? - I think VMR will
go from strength to strength. The ability and commitment of our people
is exemplary, and the Committee is a good cross section of our 		
members who are working well together. The future is bright.

Operations Controller - Peter Barker

- Joined VMR Southport July 1998 - Offshore Skipper
- Occupation - Retired Electrician
- Reason for joining VMR - Visited a VMR Open Day, and loved
the enthusiasm of the members present, never looked back since
- Greatest enjoyment about VMR - Meeting and working with a 		
great bunch of volunteers
- How do you see the next 12 months in VMR? - I am not sure 		
given the Blue Water Review, but hopefully we won’t be adversely
affected.

Radio Operators Co-ordinator - Beverley Weldon

- Joined VMR Southport January 2004 - Radio Operator
- Occupation - Retired Accountant
- Reason for joining VMR - Retired to the Gold Coast, responded to an
article in the local newspaper about Volunteer Marine Rescue looking
for volunteers and decided that was for me
- Greatest enjoyment about VMR - Working with the great team of 		
volunteers that VMR Southport boasts
- How do you see the next 12 months in VMR? - With the lunching of
a new rescue boat and the technical improvements with our 		
membership database, I am very excited about the future.

Communications Controller - John MacDonald

- Joined VMR Southport May 2011 - Radio Operator
- Occupation - Retired Airline Pilot
- Reason for joining VMR - Before I I moved to the Gold Coast I had
never owned a boat. I got myself into a spot of bother a couple 		
of times early on, and VMR came to my rescue. I became aware that
VMR needed Radio Operators, and with my aviation background using
radios as a normal part of my working life I offered my services and 		
was accepted.
- Greatest enjoyment about VMR - Everything
- How do you see the next 12 months in VMR? - I have been
Communications Controller for a couple of years now. I see the
next 12 months as a time in which I will help guide VMR through the
modernisation of their communications equipment and procedures.

Committee Member 1 - Craig Maloney

- Joined VMR Southport August 2010 - Inshore Skipper Endorsed
- Occupation - Small Business Owner - Paint Supplies Shop
- Reason for joining VMR - I have always had an interest in boats and
being on the water. I spent many years as Lifesaver patrolling beaches,
so I guess they both came together to where I am now.
- Greatest enjoyment about VMR - I still get a high from assisting
boaties in trouble. After needing help many times in my early years,
when I was bullet proof, it is now good to give something back
- How do you see the next 12 months in VMR? - VMR will always 		
be here, whether it is stand alone, or in a partnership with Coastguard.
That part is out of our hands, but the boating public will always require
assistance, and we will always answer their call.

Committee Member 2 - Russell Howard

- Joined VMR Southport November 2010
- Radio Operator / Crew ranking
- Occupation - Retired Electrical Engineer
- Reason for joining VMR - Ive always had a passion for boating, and
together with my community enhancement spirit it was a satisfying link
- How do you see the next 12 months in VMR? - I want to contribute 		
to the integration, improvement of community service, and cohesion of
the current positive attitudes within the Organisation. The Blue Water
Review is an opportunity.
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Notable
Jobs
by Glenn Norris

A

Charter vessel Skipper contacted VMR Southport recently to advise
that a passenger onboard his vessel had jumped into the water,
dislocating his shoulder in the process. The Qld Ambulance Service were
contacted, with them further requesting a VMR First Responder attend
the incident and assess the patients condition, and if possible, transport
the patient back to Runaway Bay, for Paramedics to collect.
On arrival at the location on the northern Broadwater, the patient advised
he had a past history of dislocations, however on this occasion the
shoulder hadn’t relocated itself naturally, and he was in severe pain and
wanting to go to any local Doctor urgently. It was explained to the man
that hospital was a better option, and despite refusing pain relief, he was
finally convinced into being transported on the VMR vessel, so that he
could meet Paramedics and be taken to hospital. The man was made
comfortable for the trip back, and still without pain relief offered by the
attending Paramedics, was transported to hospital for further treatment.

T

he Gold Coast Water Police recently called upon VMR for
assistance, with a report of a 10 metre Cruiser taking water
approximately 15 nautical miles east of the Gold Coast Seaway. The
vessel had lost its propeller, resulting in the driveshaft being damaged,
and water running into the engine room. The sea conditions offshore
mid afternoon were terrible, with 20 knots of southerly wind, and a 3
metre swell. The Skipper of the vessel had advised that his bilge pumps
were coping with the water intake, however he needed somewhat urgent
assistance. The Gold Coast Water Police vessel D.A Shean, and VMR
Southport vessel Marine Rescue 1, with an Offshore Skipper and a
Senior Crew member aboard were soon en route, eventually reaching the
vessel after a very uncomfortable 2 hour journey. The vessel’s condition
was assessed by the Water Police and a decision was made for it to be
taken in tow by Marine Rescue 1.
After an extremely rough 3 hour tow, with the vessels pumps, and an
additional VMR pump working full time, a full darkness approach
was made for the Seaway, with ship lift staff at Runaway Bay Marina
working back for an emergency lift for the sinking vessel. All went to
plan, and the vessel was maneuvered into the slings, and the vessel lifted
from the water.
These types of incidents can happen in an instant, with a very lucky
outcome in this case.

A

frantic call was made to VMR Southport on the recent long
weekend after a 15 metre hired houseboat dragged anchor and
reversed parked on the rocks near Bayview Harbour. It was a very windy
day, with strong northerlies blowing, and without a very quick response
from VMR, the damage to the houseboat could have been a lot worse. A
tow rope was quickly attached to the bow of the houseboat and a slow
tow off the rocks was undertaken. The vessel was then moved to deeper
water so it could be anchored more securely. The houseboat didn’t
appear to have sustained too much damage other than scratches to the
engines, and those onboard were extremely happy there wasn’t too much
disruption to their planned ‘ massive weekend ‘.
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A

n early morning report of a sighting of a red flare offshore of
Palm Beach recently had a weekend crew scurrying to check its
authenticity. The report was made to the Gold Coast Water Police, who
activated VMR Southport. The caller who contacted Police had also
quickly taken a photo of what he saw, making it look very legitimate.
A crew was dispatched and did a very thorough search from Burleigh
Heads to Point Danger, lasting nearly 4 hours. No vessels in distress
were located, and no further reports of any vessels in trouble were
received, making the journey an extremely good training exercise for
those involved, given the sea conditions were very ordinary for most of
the trip. As a matter of interest, VMR Southport activates to an average
of one offshore flare sighting per month.

A

man arrived at VMR Southport one afternoon requesting assistance
for his father who had been involved in a jetski accident north of
the Gold Coast Seaway. After the incident, the man who was riding his
own jetski, had ridden back to the Spit boatramp, secured his jet ski
on its trailer in the carpark, and then sought VMR assistance. The man
reported his father as having a deep heavily bleeding laceration to his
head, and a sore upper leg, due to the jet ski hitting him as it came down
off a wave, in quite rough conditions. A crew was instantly dispatched,
with a First Responder onboard. On arrival at the location, a vehicle was
on the beach with a person attending to the patient. Another jet ski rider
nearby was requested by the VMR vessel to go to the beach and check
on the situation, and advise if possible, if the patient could be driven by
the vehicle to the landing deck on the Broadwater side of the Seaway, as
it was too dangerous for the Rescue boat to get any closer to the beach.
All went to plan, and soon after a rendezvous was made with the patient
with the VMR First Responder and crew rendering immediate treatment
to bandage the mans head to control bleeding, and to address his leg
pain. The Ambulance was contacted and advised of the situation, soon
meeting the VMR vessel at the VMR Base. The man and his son were
extremely grateful for the quick response and emergency treatment from
VMR, and QAS, who further treated the mans injuries, and transported
him to hospital with a deep 6cm laceration to the back of the head, and a
possible knee fracture.

RECOGNITION OF OUTSTANDING SERVICE
TO VOLUNTEER MARINE RESCUE SOUTHPORT

compiled by Annie Erichsen

E

ach year Volunteer Marine Rescue Southport recognises and acknowledges consistently outstanding service
provided by our members, not only to our organisation, but to the Gold Coast community.
This year was no exception, and two extremely worthy recipients were awarded Life Membership at our Annual
General Meeting, in recognition of their dedication and commitment to VMR Southport.

Life Membership

Merv Handley
Merv Handley joined
VMR Southport on 8 June
1998 and since that time
has undertaken a variety of
roles within the Organisation
that have helped shape our
current successful standing
within the community. His
efforts have earned him
the respect from not only
within our Organisation, at
the highest levels, but from
external organisations that
VMR regularly liaises with,
and of course, from every VMR Active and non-Active member.
Merv is a quiet and unassuming man, who goes about his tasks
diligently and with a keen sense of humour. His dedication and
commitment spans over two decades and during that time Merv has
held several senior roles within VMR, including:
Senior Skipper (2013-current): Merv lends a hand to all Duty
Skippers with guidance, assistance and crew visits, supports
upcoming Skippers with training and skills support, and is a great
mentor for new Recruits. This role also enables Merv to command
all VMR vessels, in all conditions.
Search and Rescue Controller (2016-current): Merv looks after
this portfolio within VMR Southport on a 24/7 basis and is supported
by a Mid-Week Coordinator. He is highly respected from within, and
external to VMR, from a variety of Organisations and Emergency
Services groups. Merv coordinates call-out crews in a timely fashion
and works closely with the Queensland Water Police in marine
search and rescue situations. His knowledge of all marine matters
ensures that the community is well serviced.
Management Committee (2016-current): Merv plays an integral
role in assisting with the development of the direction of VMR
Southport, from a current perspective, and leading into the future.
Recipient (2009): Glenn Norris Trophy in recognition of his
efforts in embodying the spirit of Volunteer Marine Rescue
Training and Assessment (2008-2019): For many years Merv
has held training and assessment qualifications and is often seen
on a Tuesday night educating upcoming members in Engineering
and Seamanship modules. He has the ability and patience to
communicate to people with all levels of experience. Merv’s
commitment to all VMR Southport crew members is extraordinary,
and his dedication to the training and development of upcoming
Skippers is of the highest level.
Social Club Organiser (2002-current): Merv’s outstanding
and ongoing support through the management of the Social Club
provides a huge thank you to crew members, radio operators,
administration staff, and grounds people within the Organisation He
organises the supply of food, drinks and entertainment throughout
the year, and is committed to ensuring that the Base function
facilities are up to standard, fridges are stocked, staff are fully
trained, and are on hand to help out at internal events and external
functions, such as weddings and parties held at the VMR Base.

Life Membership

Dave MacDonald
Dave joined VMR Southport on
14 October 1996 and was assigned to
White Crew. Dave has remained with
White Crew ever since, and now acts in
the role of Duty Skipper, which he has
relished for the past 15 years. On crew,
Dave actively supports and provides
training to upcoming crew members,
and regularly offers opportunities to
members from other crews to gain
valuable wheel time, in order to
help progress them towards Skipper
rankings. Dave has also undertaken a
variety of roles within the Organisation
that have increased VMR’s prominence within the community, including that of
President in which he was instrumental in promoting VMR to a variety of media
outlets in order to improve our media exposure.
Dave is honest, enthusiastic and friendly, and has demonstrated his
commitment and interest towards VMR for over two decades, holding several
senior roles including:
Offshore Skipper (2005-current): Dave is passionate about training all
Skippers by offering guidance and assistance, and supports up and coming
Skippers with skills support, and is a great mentor for new Recruits.
Call-out Crew (1997-1999): Dave assisted with the call-out crew to gain
valuable experience in his move up the rankings, and to assist VMR help
community boaties who required assistance.
Duty Skipper (2005): Dave was appointed to Duty Skipper in May of 2005
and 15 years later he is still there ensuring the crew runs efficiently, and that all
VMR procedures and processes are adhered to. He is also an active member of
the crew and includes himself in rosters for catering and overnight radios. He
has the respect of all his crew for the way he manages the operation.
Unit Training Co-ordinator (2015-16): Dave took on the mantle of UTC
for a number of years to strengthen his passion for training and played a major
role with the transition of training materials from the TDM to MAR training
systems.
Senior Skipper (2015): Dave was promoted to Senior Skipper in 2015 and
continues to mentor and help crew members and Radio Operators throughout
VMR.
Zone Delegate (2015-17). Zones form part of the governance framework
of Marine Rescue Qld, and each VMR Squadron provides two Representatives.
Dave’s role as Southern Zone Representative involved discussing local issues
with other members, for the attention of the State Council, and providing
briefings back to our members.
President (1999-2000 & 2015-2017): On two occasions Dave has been
voted into the highest role within our organisation, President Dave performed
these roles with enthusiasm and represented our members well within the
community whilst being actively involved in several major projects.
Media Liaison (Ongoing): As volunteers we tend to overlook this vital
aspect, as we just go about our business, get the job done and return people
safely back to shore without any thought of self-promotion. Dave has worked
hard to help promote the image of VMR Southport in the media and is often the
face in front of the camera, being interviewed on numerous occasions about the
work that VMR undertakes, community safety messages and updates on marine
incidents that have taken place.

It is very clear that both Merv and Dave have gone above and beyond the expectations of a VMR
Southport volunteer over their decades of service, and VMR Southport was pleased to acknowledge
their valuable contribution by awarding them with a Life Membership in September 2019.

Congratulations!
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SOME STATS
ACTIVATIONS

AUG
2019

SEP
2019

OCT
2019

Towed Vessels

17

43

42

Jump Starts

3

1

2

Pump Outs

1

4

5

Transporting

1

Fire

1

Standby
Medical

1

5

Searches
Dispersals

4

3

4

Public Relations

5

5

12

Crew Training

30

60

56

Groundings

2

5

7

Other

4

7

9

67

130

142

Investgate
TOTALS

A birds eye view of the new Marine Rescue 5

ACTIVE MEMBER
PROMOTIONS
Active Members who have
achieved higher ranking

Congratulations to:

Marine
Rescue
5
the latest in
Marine Rescue Vessels

Crew
Niall Murray
Bob Howie
RECRUIT
Trent Hopkins
Debbie Findlay
RADIO OPERATOR
Matthew Watson
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This vessel is expected carry out at
least 1800 rescue activations during
the next 10-12 years.

Volunteer Marine Rescue SOUTHPORT

Master of Ceremonies,
Senior Skipper Greg Turner
addressing the crowd at the Launch

VMR Southport members
Laurence Prasad and Hunter Neuss
are very proud of the new acquisition

O

n Saturday 2nd November 2019
more than 100 people attended
VMR Southport to take part in the festivities
surrounding the launch of our new Rescue
vessel Marine Rescue 5.
Marine Rescue 5 is the 22nd rescue vessel
to be purchased by VMR Southport, in its more
than 50 year history, and its acquisition will
see it replace the smaller rescue vessel Marine
Rescue 3, which will be retired.
VIP’s from all around attended the launch,
including Commissioners, and Assistant
Commissioners from the Queensland Fire
and Emergency Service, Officers In Charge
from the Queensland Police and Ambulance
Services, Local Councillors, VMR Sponsors,
Suppliers and Supporters, colleagues from
other Marine Rescue Squadrons, and VMR
Southport members.
It is expected that this new vessel will
operate for 10 - 12 years, perform between
8000 - 12000 hours of use, have at least 5
changes of engines, and carry out at least 1800
rescue activations. The greater majority of

attendees present were in awe at these figures
presented by Master of Ceremonies, VMR
Southport Senior Skipper Greg Turner.
The future Skippers of VMR Southport
will all begin their training in Marine Rescue 5.
Apart from training being its primary role, the
towing of jetskis and small boats, the transport
of people, and public relations roles will also
be performed.
Life Member John Stanfield had the honour
of cracking the champagne over the bow at the
launch, and St Peters Parish Southport Father
Don gave his blessing of a safe journey for all
who travel aboard.
This vessel has been some 13 months in the
making, and delivery comes at a time when our
busiest period of activations occurs. The VMR
Southport Vessel Replacement Committee
should be acknowledged for their tireless
contributions to this project.
VMR Southport has long awaited the
arrival of Marine Rescue 5, and may this rescue
vessel further contribute to this Organisation
fulfilling its obligations in Saving Lives and
Property at Sea.

Marine Rescue 5
MANUFACTURER SWIFT MARINE MOLENDINAR QLD
LENGTH - 6.8 METRES
POWER - 2 x 115HP MERCURY
SEAPRO OUTBOARD MOTORS
SPECIFICATIONS - BUILT TO CLASS 2C
SURVEY
CARRYING CAPACITY - 8 PEOPLE
FUEL CAPACITY - 220 LITRES
FEATURES •
SIMRAD NSS evo3 GPS UNIT
•
2 x ICOM M23G VHF MARINE RADIOS
•
AIS - Automatic Identification System
COST - $220,000

VMR Southport would like to acknowledge the financial
support given to this project by the following businesses:
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VMR FUNCTION ROOM

Looking for somewhere different to celebrate your special occasion?

VMR has a Function Room for hire
Engagements - Weddings - and Private Functions

Tradition of innov

Gold Coast’s

Sand Bypass
And spectacular sunsets at no extra cost

Please call VMR on

55 911 300

for further information.
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I

t was a world first when it opened in
1986 and the team managing the Gold
Coast’s Sand Bypass System continues to look
for ways to innovate and improve its operations.
A major upgrade to the Gold Coast’s Sand
Bypass System jetty will ensure sand continues
to be pumped northward keeping the Seaway
open for the recreation, tourism and marine
industries.
CEO Hal Morris said the Gold Coast
Waterways Authority is investing about $3.35
million in the project which will enable critical
maintenance works to be carried out effectively
and safely on the System’s jet pumps.
‘These pumps are the powerhouse of our
operations.
‘They suck up sand from the seabed beneath the jetty and then the sand gets pumped
underneath the Seaway to South Stradbroke
Island, keeping this vital connection between
the ocean and the waterways open for recreational and commercial vessels.
‘We need to keep that sand moving because
the Gold Coast’s beautiful waterways contribute $770 million each year to the local
economy and support 6,000 direct and indirect
jobs,’ Mr Morris said.
The ten jet pumps on the jetty require

LEFT:

The Sand Bypass System with the
solar pilot in the background

BELOW:

Work underway on the Sand
Bypass System jetty deck upgrade

vation continues at

System
ABOVE:
frequent maintenance which can only be undertaken when they’re lifted from beneath the sea
floor by a crane on the jetty deck.
Mr Morris said this upgrade is one of the
biggest undertaken on the Sand Bypass since it
was built back in the 80s.
Work on the project started in mid- October
and will continue until June next year.
The works include installing extra beams
underneath the jetty deck and widening the
decking near each pump so the maintenance
crane can continue to operate safely and keep
the pumps functioning.
The contract to undertake the work has
been awarded to Helensvale-based Alder Constructions.
For safety reasons, the jetty will be closed
to the public until the project is finished in June
next year.
Public access to the beach beneath the jetty
will also restricted from time-to-time while
work is being done.
The Sand Bypass System is designed to
replicate the natural northerly movement of
sand along our coastline and transport at least
500,000 m³ of sand under the Seaway to South
Stradbroke Island each year.
Solar powers up Sand Bypass System,
improves energy efficiency

In addition to the jetty deck upgrade, a pilot
solar power project is starting to pay dividends
by reducing the System’s daytime reliance
on the electricity grid and reducing its carbon
footprint.
The pilot is using smart phone technology
to track generation, consumption and emissions
reductions.
GCWA is focusing on energy efficiency
because the system is a big power consumer. It
uses about 2,300 megawatt hours of electricity
every year. This is enough electricity to power
690,000 homes.
Mr Morris said the 100-kilowatt solar photovoltaic array is generating over 600 kilowatt
hours of electricity each day which is helping
meet the day-time energy needs of the System.
‘We’re using the app to better understand
the System’s energy profile and adjusting
operations to make the most of the solar energy
being generated.’
‘One of the changes we’ve made is to run
the air compressor, which is one of our biggest
users of power during the day to coincide with
peak solar generating times. We use the air
compressor for our tools and for backflushing
the Sand Bypass System’s jet pumps.’
Between late June when the pilot began
operating and the end of October the system

The solar pilot at the
Sand Bypass System

has already reduced carbon emissions by over
20 tonnes, which is the equivalent of planting
67 trees.
The contract to design, install and maintain
the pilot solar system was awarded to a local
company, SAE Group.
The GCWA will use the pilot to improve
understanding of the solar output potential of
the area, the impact of the coastal environment
on solar systems and the Sand Bypass System’s
energy load profile.
This information will help GCWA decide
if the solar system can be expanded to further
reduce operating costs and the Sand Bypass
System’s carbon footprint in future.
GCWA has invested $350,000 in the pilot
project.
The solar pilot and the jetty deck upgrade
combined have provided about 50 on-site jobs
for locals.
Finally, the Gold Coast Waterways Authority would like to wish all VMR members and
waterways users a safe and happy Christmas
and New Year.
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Portrait of a VMR

Volunteer

WHY DID I JOIN VMR?
After completing a Marine Radio Operators Course of
Proficiency (MROCP) with VMR, I decided to become an “Active”
member, Radio Operator, in order to learn the protocols, and gain
user confidence on marine radios. I’m not a slow learner but eight
years on I am still learning and loving it.
WHAT DO I ENJOY MOST ABOUT BEING A MEMBER
OF VMR?
I am grateful to be part of a very useful community volunteer
Organisation where the work conditions are great, and the
comradeship is excellent. I must say though, the pay is lousy.
WHAT IS THE MOST MEMORABLE ACTIVATION
YOU HAVE BEEN INVOLVED IN?
I’ve been involved in a number of rewarding assists / activations.
Being a boatie myself, I am most rewarded every time I’m the
voice on the microphone, or the end of the phone, that responds and
provides reassurance to those who call for assistance.

LEIGH FRENCH
RADIO OPERATOR
JOINED VMR - FEBRUARY 2011
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WHAT DO I DO IN MY SPARE TIME?
As an Architect, with limited spare time, who has worked on
projects such as buildings for the summer Antartic Expeditions,
Australian Aid projects in South East Asia, the “airtight” CSIRO
Animal Health Laboratory in Geelong, the rebuild of the
Armoured Centre at Puckapunyal, the Australian Defence Satellite
Communications Station in Geraldton Western Australia, and a
number of Aged Care Facilities in Qld, my professional working
career is now yielding to increased pressure from my boat, fishing
rods, 4WD and campervan, a workshop full of noisy toys, and a wife
who wants to travel !!! Within a very short while, I guess the wife
will win, and you will see me heading for the great outdoors.
MY FUTURE INTENTIONS WITH VMR
My only goal in the VMR is to capably continue with what I’m
doing, whilst simultaneously enjoying that role.

A

s I climb the stairs at the Seaway Tower, I often wonder what I am going to
learn about the Radio Operator I am about to share my shift with. I have
been honoured to work with pilots, business people, writers, researchers, adventurers,
lawyers, teachers and people with fascinating life stories from every corner of the
globe.
I love reaching the top of the stairs to be rewarded by the spectacular view, and I
often liken this to an adventure which only became possible because I almost lost my
eye.
At the peak of my professional firefighting career, I contracted a very rare and
aggressive fungus which attacked my left eye. I was the 14th person in 15 years to be
diagnosed with Paecilomyces keratitis and it struck without warning.
After two corneal transplants, major medical interventions and complications,
the fungus was conquered, albeit with quite a bit of damage to my eye and the loss of
most of my vision.
My wife Del and I became ardent supporters of the Queensland Eye Institute
(QEI) and DonateLife (Organ and Tissue donation). Through research conducted by
QEI, my eye became the 4th saved. Without this vital research, I would have lost it
completely.
In 2008 QEI was approached to create a team of sighted and vision impaired
adventurers to climb Mt Kilimanjaro, and set the world record for the highest number
of blind climbers to reach the summit.
On 19th March 2009 I stood amongst the world record team on the summit of Mt
Kilimanjaro after safely guiding blind Paralympian Bryce Lindores.
Although the stairs in the Seaway Tower aren’t 5900 metres high, there are many
similarities. As we climb them our view is obscured, and we never know what we’ll
encounter at the top.
One thing we can all be thankful for when we reach the summit of the tower, is
one of our most valuable assets – our vision. I am also thankful for the donors of my
corneas.
Here are some startling facts: About 90% of vision loss is preventable, 70,000
Queenslanders are affected by eye disease and 4 million Australians haven’t had an
eye examination in the past two years.
A huge part of my life consists of contribution. We relish the opportunity to give
back to the community and my service at VMR helps me fulfil this legacy.
To share our story and extend our ability to contribute, Del and I have written a
book about our journey, and how we climbed new heights from a different perspective.
‘A Dim View’ is in the final stages of editing and we hope to launch it soon. Proceeds
from our book will support QEI and DonateLife.
Keep vision as a health priority, it’s something you can’t afford to overlook.
For more information about ‘A Dim View’ or to pre-order a copy please email
wayne.del@adimview.com.au

Contributing
to a
wonderful
cause
by VMR Southport Radio Operator
Wayne Sticher
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The Top 3
Benefits Of
Dry Boat
Storage

M

arina’s have traditionally been associated with docks and ropes, however in recent years dry boat storage
(or drystack) has grown in popularity in Australia, particularly for those with small to medium sized boats.

Why? Dry boat storage presents a more affordable, low-maintenance
alternative to leaving your boat exposed to the harsh Queensland
elements. Your boat is instead stored securely in a covered facility on a
boat rack. A simple phone call to the marina before you leave home and
your boat will be sitting in the water alongside a pontoon waiting for you
and the family when you get there. You don’t even get your feet wet.
It’s a great service of which many boaties are taking advantage.
It might seem a little ironic to keep a boat out of the water, yet the
reality is the advantages of dry stack far outweigh the disadvantages:

1) Convenience

Keeping your boat in drystack saves you an enormous amount of
time compared to towing your boat to and from a ramp. You also save all
the money that would have otherwise been spent on a trailer, fuel, and
the need for a heavy-duty towing vehicle.
Swing moorings might suit certain boat owners, but they create
obvious access challenges, and the fact they remain unsupervised for
extended periods of time is cause for concern.

2) Less maintenance and chance of deterioration or
damage

Storing your boat high and dry keeps it protected from harsh
weather conditions – there is no need for regular cleaning, detailing and
antifouling. You also avoid deterioration caused by ultraviolet rays, dust,
mould, and the ever-present threat of the seagulls marking their territory!
Consequently, preserving your boat in dry storage will ensure the value
of your boat remains higher for a much longer period of time. It also
will reduce maintenance costs.
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3) Security Guarantee

Theft or vandalism of your boat becomes just about impossible once
it’s up off the ground. The GCCM storage facility is monitored by roundthe-clock surveillance, giving you peace of mind that your boat is always
safe.
Gold Coast City Marina and Shipyard (GCCM) at Coomera offers a
state-of-the-art secure storage facility for up to 250 boats. Completely
undercover, it’s one of the most modern facilities in the southern
hemisphere and includes the world’s latest development in marine
forklift trucks that quickly and safely lift the vessels in an out of the
water.
For those of you with larger vessels, including boats with flybridges,
external dry storage racks are also available for boats in a safe and
secure area.  All you need to do is bring the picnic lunch, step aboard,
cast off and if you need fuel there are diesel and unleaded fuel bowsers
on the way out of the marina. There’s even a customer lounge with
toilets and showers where you can wait for friends or family. And when
you return you just tie the boat up to the pontoon and the marina crew
will do the rest, or if you want to wash the boat down yourself they will
put it on a wash down cradle and when it’s dry it will be put back in
its storage rack. This fantastic service allows you to enjoy a lot more
boating and a lot less hassle, which is what the team at GCCM are all
about.
For further information please call the team on
(07) 5502 5888 or email info@gccm.com.au
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HANDY HEALTH HINTS
A MUST READ

THIS STORY WAS RECENTLY POSTED
ON A SOCIAL MEDIA FORUM PAGE

Contributed by VMR Southport
Associate Member Darren Jansz

O

n the eve of Grand Final Friday in 2019 an enthusiastic boatie
prepared his 42ft Sports Cruiser for a trip up the Yarra River,
and an oversight stay on board. While transiting up the bay, the weather
was reasonable and the team on board enjoyed canapes and hors
d’oeuvres in the shelter of the aft-facing cockpit.
With late afternoon approaching the vessel increased speed passing
Sandringham Yacht Club, but found that an oil pressure alarm restricted
one motor to 1000rpm. This limited their speed and with both motors at
1000rpm, they continued up the bay and into the Yarra at around 10-12
knots.
Once nearing Station Pier, the owner began to feel nauseous and was
vomiting over the transom. While he was incapacitated, another man
took over the helm and the owner’s wife prepared to open the forward
hatch to let some fresh air into the saloon downstairs. While downstairs,
she was overcome by the atmosphere and had to be assisted back up to
the cockpit deck.
The man now at the helm was also feeling queasy and collapsed when
he stood up to stick his head out the sun hatch in the cockpit roof. The
fourth person was feeling light headed and queasy while sitting on the
settee in the cockpit area.
The owner phoned his friends ahead at their intended destination to
let them know that they would need assistance to berth, in addition to
medical assistance. Upon arriving a number of those on board collapsed
on the dock alongside the boat and had to be administered oxygen by the
attending Emergency Services. They were then conveyed to hospital in a
fleet of Ambulances and treated with oxygen therapy overnight.

What went wrong?

• Carbon monoxide (CO) from the engines operating at low speeds
directly affected all on board. The ‘limp’ mode of the engine increased
the fuel air mix being introduced to the engine.
• CO accumulated in the aft-facing cockpit as well as the below-deck
accommodation.
• All on board were unable to think clearly and at different stages were
rendered unconscious or near unconscious.
• Petrol inboard powered vessels are more likely to produce CO that is
then present in sufficient concentrations on board to affect health.

Lessons Learnt

• A CO alarm will indicate raised levels of CO in any living space.
An alarm fitted at the helm and in the downstairs accommodation should
provide an early warning.
• Being aware of the need for ventilation of vessels powered by inboard
petrol engines is an important factor for owners and operators to share
with passengers.

WHY IS CARBON MONOXIDE
POISONING SO DANGEROUS?
Carbon monoxide poisoning occurs when
carbon monoxide builds up in the bloodstream.
When too much carbon monoxide is in the air, the
body replaces the oxygen in red blood cells with
carbon monoxide. This can lead to serious tissue
damage, or even death.
Carbon monoxide is a colorless, odorless,
tasteless gas produced by burning petrol, wood,
propane, charcoal or other fuels. Improperly
ventilated appliances and engines, particularly in
tightly sealed or enclosed spaces, can allow carbon
monoxide to accumulate to dangerous levels.
Signs and symptoms of carbon monoxide
poisoning may include a dull headache, weakness,
dizziness, nausea or vomiting, shortness of breath,
confusion, blurred vision and loss of consciousness.
Carbon monoxide poisoning can be particularly
dangerous for people who are sleeping or
intoxicated. People may suffer irreversible brain
damage or even die before anyone realizes there’s a
problem.
The warning signs of carbon monoxide
poisoning can be subtle. The condition is a lifethreatening medical emergency. If you suspect
someone may have carbon monoxide poisoning,
get them into fresh air and seek emergency medical
care.
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super snaps

MARINE RESCUE 1 being lifted out at
Scarborough Marina for its engine replacement

Peter Holliday receiving the Glenn Norris Trophy
from President Martin Walsh at the AGM

Saved from the rocks in the nick of time
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TRADE & SERVICES DIRECTORY

PLEASE SUPPORT THESE LOCAL BUSINESSES WHO SUPPORT VMR SOUTHPORT

Corey Donnelly
0433 507578

Evolution
Sailmakers
evolution

Graham Sherring
Ph: 55 377433

E: info@evolutionsails.com.au
W: www.evolutionsails.com.au
27/231 Brisbane Road, Labrador
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