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Welcome to another edition of VMR Southport’s V-Sheet magazine. I trust everyone enjoyed
their time on the water over the Christmas / New Year period, and dare I say it, I hope you are
further looking forward to getting back out on the water over Easter, as time has flown and we
rapidly approach that time of 2020.
The boating weather has been quite varied this year already, with extremes of temperatures
and exceptional rainfall, and then massive swells rolling onto our shores. The VMR team of
volunteers has kept a 24 / 7 watch, no matter what the conditions have been like - even having to
navigate an under water Sea World Drive, for four days at one stage.
2020 is the year that may change the future of Volunteer Marine Rescue Organisations, and
their operations in this State. A report has already been prepared for the Queensland Government
that provides recommendations following the completion of the ‘ Blue Water Review ‘ into
Marine Rescue Services in Queensland. We have a State Government election on 31st October
2020, so this matter should be the question put to each and every candidate.
Outcomes that need to be considered include, but are not limited to -

SECRETARY

Diana Gibson

•

The cost of replacing Rescue vessels *

TREASURER

John Kaus

•

The cost of maintaining Rescue vessels *

Peter Barker

•

The cost of fuel for Rescue vessels *

•

The cost of insurances for Rescue vessels and Rescue Bases

•

The cost to members of volunteering, but

•

MOST importantly - Government support and recognition for our volunteers
who risk their lives to save others, and who take time away from their
families, and employment.
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VMR Southport currently funds the majority of the first four items directly from membership
fees, fundraising and Government grants.
It seems that current world events are not only affecting business and tourism. VMR Southport
was recently requested to provide an information session and boat rides to 40 Chinese University
students, who were visiting the Gold Coast, in order to undertake studies into volunteerism, which
is very low key in their home country. The recent tragic fire events throughout Australia have
drawn huge amounts of interest in China, due to the sheer fact that so many people volunteer in
Australia, and a lack of understanding into how they do it.
Unfortunately, this event had to be cancelled due to the ‘Corona Virus’ threat.
It appears that there may again be some disruption to our operations at the Seaway Tower,
as in the near future works are to commence on constructing a boardwalk from the Seaway car
park to the end of the South Wall of the Seaway. This may eliminate some of the parking area for
the volunteers who man the Seaway Tower, however, we are working very closely with the Gold
Coast Waterways Authority to minimise this effect, and regardless, service delivery will still be of
the highest priority.
I can’t emphasise to all of our members the importance of logging on / logging off with the
Seaway Tower should you have an offshore journey. This is a free service monitored 24 hours a
day by dedicated volunteers from both VMR Southport and Coastguard Southport.
If you don’t know how to log on please call our Rescue Base on (07) 55911300, or the Seaway
Tower on (07) 55912900, and we will happily talk you through the process.
Just recently I also had the pleasure of receiving a personal phone call from a VMR Southport
member who was assisted by a crew in a recent emergency situation. He told me the best money
he had spent in a long time was that on his VMR membership renewal. For $77 he was rescued
from his sinking jetski, as well as having his jetski recovered from the pounding waves of the
Gold Coast Seaway. This member couldn’t talk highly enough of the speed at which VMR
responded, and the professionalism shown in retrieving him and his jetski.
It makes me very proud to hear stories like this, and yes, I agree $77 per year is money well
spent for VMR Southport membership. I hope as a VMR Southport member reading my report,
you tell all your boating friends about the importance of being a member, and you encourage those
who are not to join up as soon as possible.
Thank you one and all for your continued support of this fantastic Organisation.

Martin Walsh

President 2019 - 2020
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SOME STATS
ACTIVATIONS

NOV
2019

DEC
2019

JAN
2020

Towed Vessels

62

61

58

Jump Starts

6

5

5

Pump Outs

3

1

9

ACTIVE MEMBER
PROMOTIONS
Active Members who have
achieved higher ranking

Congratulations to:

Transporting
Fire

Duty Skipper
Matt Fitzpatrick

Standby
Medical

3

Searches

3
3

Dispersals

1

2

3

Public Relations

2

4

4

Crew Training

89

42

63

Groundings

8

3

6

Other

4

3

5

Investgate

6

2

10

184

129

166

TOTALS

RECRUIT
Mason Mars
Sarah Miller
Phil Bowler
Lisa Clark
Des Riddle
Brian James
Caitlin Taylor
Kitt O’Halloran

INSHORE SKIPPER
David Wade
John Wise
Merv Waters

3

SENIOR Crew
Russell Howard
Crew
Justin Dunn
Jamie Sayer
Lisa Koster
Mike Peckham

RADIO OPERATOR
Andrea Dickman
Bob Bird

VMR Southport’s Charter
To save and assist in saving life and property at sea.
To provide personnel and equipment in order to
carry out search and rescue operations at sea and
on the Gold Coast waterways.
To liaise and work with other marine rescue groups.
To undertake campaigns to educate members of the
boating public in matters of marine safety.

FRONT COVER

Marine Resue 4 and Marine Rescue 5
inspect the new Chevron Island Green Bridge

PROUD SUPPORTERS OF VMR SOUTHPORT
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Smart camera trial

to guide future of waterways city
With our population and boating registrations increasing, the Gold
Coast Waterways Authority (GCWA) is turning to science for a clearer
picture of activity on our waterways.
GCWA has engaged a research team from the Queensland University
of Technology (QUT) to undertake a trial using smart cameras to collate
and analyse information that will be used to help improve planning,
network management and safety.
The research team will use advanced machine learning and
statistical methods to estimate the number and types of vessels using the
waterways. In combination with information on marine incidents and
weather conditions, this will establish usage trends and provide insight
into future patterns of waterways use and pressure points.
A second component of the project is exploring the feasibility of
using the same camera technology to develop a more accurate way of
measuring vessel speed on the water.
CEO Hal Morris said the project builds on a study released last year
by the GCWA into users and uses of the waterways network.
“That earlier study gave us a fairly broad idea of how the waterways
are being used. Now we need more detail to improve our future
planning.
“We’ll be using the cameras to create a more complete picture of
who is using the waterways, where they’re going, what type of vessel or
watercraft they’re travelling in, and how they’re interacting with other
users and the environment.
“This information hasn’t been collected before to this level of detail
on the Gold Coast.
“It’s important because to successfully plan for the future we need to
understand the impacts population growth and rising boat ownership are
having so that we can plan for these changes, protect the environment
and ensure locals and visitors continue to enjoy safe access to our
beautiful waterways city.”
For example, if the research shows frequent or increased activity
in some areas GCWA might use the information to work out if new
facilities such as boat ramps or pontoons are needed. Increased usage
patterns may also lead to work with other agencies on campaigns to
improve behaviour and safety.
GCWA has worked with QUT to roll out the cameras at 20 locations
around the Coomera River and the Broadwater with several being put
in place before the Australia Day long weekend, traditionally one of the
busiest days on the waterways.
QUT Project Manager, Associate Professor James McGree, said the
cameras will take continuous photographs at their locations at all times
of the week and in all weather conditions.

LEFT: GCWA

CEO, Hal Morris with QUT
researchers Fiona Lamari and James McGree
right: Fiona

installing a camera

“We will be using image analysis to automatically process these
photographs and advanced machine learning methods to understand
what features of the images can be used to identify vessel type and
determine the number of users.
“From this, we will develop a statistical model that will incorporate
additional information about, for example, weather and marine incidents,
to provide an indicator of future patterns of waterways use.”
Mr Morris said in terms of the speed component of the project,
estimating on-water speed is very different to land-based speed. The
researchers will consider several factors including the strength and
direction of water currents (measured through current sensors placed
at several locations), weather, the directions vessels are travelling and
distances from the camera.
The project will also investigate whether computers can be trained
to recognise vessel registration numbers to help with the identification of
speeding vessels.
A report into the outcomes of a speed limit trial conducted by the
GCWA in the Coomera River (South Arm) between July 2018 and
June 2019 recommended investigations into the use of new technology
to enhance marine safety and educate waterways users about safe
behaviours.
Mr Morris emphasised that the cameras would not be used to catch
and fine people for speeding as the photos will only be accessed by the
QUT research team.
“The information is being gathered for research purposes, not for
law enforcement or compliance. The images collected will only be used
for the intended purposes of the project.”
GCWA is investing $230,000 in the trial as part of its $27.6 million
Waterways Management Program for 2019-2023.
The cameras will be in place for a two-month period. The research
project will run for 12 months.

Vsheet -

March 2020

5

BE

E

ELECTRICITYAWARE

rgon Energy and the Volunteer Marine Rescue (VMR)
have joined forces urging boaties to be aware of overhead
powerlines and submarine power cables crossing Queensland’s
waterways.
The call comes after VMR Bribie Island crews rescued a yachtie
on the weekend whose boat anchor caught a 11,000-volt underwater
cable.
The yachtie came close to damaging the high-voltage cable and, if
it wasn’t for the quick thinking of the VMR crew who cut the anchor
chain loose, the situation could have easily turned deadly.
Ergon’s Safety Advisor Kevin Hore said overhead powerlines and
submarine cables crossing the state’s waterways can carry enough
electricity to run entire suburbs.
“Some of these cables and powerlines can transmit up to 132,000
volts and, if hit, can cause very serious damage to boats or even kill
someone onboard instantly,” he said.
“If the worse does occur and a boatie does become hooked up
on overhead powerlines or underwater cables they should keep as
far away as possible from the section of boat touching the powerline
or cable and call Triple Zero or radio the VMR or Coast Guard
immediately.”
VMR Bribie Island Commodore Liz Radajewski said boaties
should always remain aware of what is above and under their craft
when sailing down all waterways.
“Those with yachts should always keep a visual for any overhead
wires while sailing on rivers to ensure their masts don’t come in
contact with them,” she said.
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“Similarly, masts on trailer sailors should be lowered when pulling
the boat up the ramp to prevent them contacting powerlines.”
“Also when dropping anchor, boat owners should always look
for signs on the banks that mark the location of underwater services
to ensure they don’t end up snagged on, damaging or even pulling up
high voltage cables when retrieving their anchor.”
Ms Radajewski also said before any boaties head out to ensure the
vessel and motor are in excellent working condition, they have more
than enough fuel and right safety equipment and to use the VMR or
Coast Guard’s log on and off service.
If boat owners do find themselves in difficulty of any sort they are
urged to phone Triple Zero and ask for police who will dispatch the
closest rescue vessel or contact their local VMR or Coast Guard via
phone or two way radio.

Notable
Jobs
by Glenn Norris

A

garbled radio call was recently received by a VMR Southport Radio
Operator, indicating some form of distress to the caller. The call
was made on VHF Ch16, the marine emergency channel, with a scream
of ‘HELP’ being the initial transmission. The call was immediately
answered; however, the situation was made all the more challenging by
the caller being very difficult to verbally understand, due to a medical
condition. The Gold Coast Water Police were contacted and immediately
began monitoring the conversation between VMR and the distressed
vessel. After approximately 15 minutes of intense communication trying
to understand the callers message, we were able to get a GPS position,
which put the vessel north of Wavebreak Island. Furthermore, it was
established that a vessel was taking water rapidly. With two Water
Police vessels on standby they were able to attend the given position,
and located a yacht on its side, on a sandbank, rapidly taking water. The
Skipper was removed from the vessel uninjured, and further advised that
he thought a leaking stern gland was the cause of his problems.
It’s not often that distress calls occur, and in this instance it was lucky
that the Radio Operator could maintain contact with the distressed vessel
given the circumstances, and the communication difficulties, fortunately
resulting in a successful outcome.

A

n urgent call was recently made to VMR Southport stating that a
vessel was rapidly heading to the VMR pontoon with a male who
was suffering a suspected heart attack. A VMR vessel had just returned
to its moorings with a QAS First Responder on board, and they were
immediately notified. Soon after, a small vessel arrived with a patient
who was unresponsive. The male was immediately moved from the
vessel to the pontoon where a defibrillator was applied, consciousness
was tried to be returned, observations were undertaken, and the events
leading up to this incident were ascertained. Concentration was also
made on maintaining the patients airway until further assistance arrived.
After initial treatment by the first-on-scene Emergency Paramedics, the
man was quickly conveyed to an Ambulance for further treatment by
Critical Care Paramedics.
The patient was transported to hospital in a very serious condition.
The following day notification was received that the man had undergone
some 15 hours of cardiac related surgery at hospital, and that Doctors
were very hopeful of a recovery.
This was an amazing effort from all who participated, and hopefully the
man does achieve a full recovery.

T

wo Crews were dispatched to a recent search for a missing jetski
rider east of the Gold Coast. An initial call was received in relation
to this incident on a Sunday afternoon by the Gold Coast Water Police,
who activated VMR Southport. Crews searched for approximately 4
hours with no result. The following day, crews were again activated,
with VMR Southport contributing two vessels, which would eventually
search an area from Southport to approximately 14 nautical miles east of
Brunswick Heads in northern NSW.

Unfortunately this was without result, however, the effort afforded by all
Emergency Service Organisations involved was extremely positive.
Weather and sea conditions were conducive to making for a comfortable
search, and a huge search area was covered.
In all, VMR Southport vessels and crews contributed over 30 hours of
searching in this incident, whilst still maintaining business operations as
usual in the Gold Coast area.

A

crew enroute to a recent activation were furiously flagged down by
a large Cruiser that was experiencing anchoring difficulties near
Currigee. Whilst trying to anchor, the vessel had inadvertently tangled
its anchor with a very large rusted and marine growth ridden anchor
which had obviously been abandoned many moons ago. The Skipper
of the vessel was unable to release the second anchor to allow him to
anchor. With VMR attending the scene, the Rescue vessel was able to
be positioned so the anchor could be lowered onto the deck, where the
crew could manouvre it free. Apart from a huge and smelly muddy mess
on the VMR vessel deck the job went very smoothly, and the vessel
successfully re-anchored
The anchor was returned to the VMR Base where it could be disposed
off, and the Rescue vessel could be cleaned

A

n early morning wake up call was received for a crew recently
when it was reported that a large motor cruiser (75 foot) had
collided with the side of the Southport Bridge. Two VMR crews were
quickly on scene, along with Qld Ambulance, Qld Fire, and multiple
Qld Police units, including Water Police. Witnesses reported that in
a turning manouvre the vessel had collided with the bridge, causing
significant damage to the upper fibreglass section of the cabin. One
VMR vessel attached a tow line to the Cruiser, whilst the other rescue
vessel transported Police Officers to board the Cruiser and deal with the
occupants. After pulling the Cruiser clear of the bridge it was towed to
the Southport Yacht Club Marina where it was successfully negotiated
into a berth.

T

he Skipper of a vessel exiting the Gold Coast Seaway recently
contacted VMR Southport by radio to advise that he had picked up
two people from the water, after their vessel had capsized. There was
further advice the vessel was now also on the rocks of the South Wall.
The occupants of the vessel were uninjured, and the VMR Skipper
advised he would transport them to the VMR pontoon. On arrival, the
two people advised they were fishing from a kayak, which was anchored
approximately 30 metres from the end of the wall, and 10 metres off
the rocks, when a larger than normal swell capsized them. Soon after,
another vessel advised the Seaway Tower that they had located an
unmanned kayak drifting in the Seaway. The kayak was retrieved and
also returned to the VMR pontoon, where the owners were re-united.
A very lucky outcome
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Portrait of a VMR

Volunteer

KATY COUNSELL
CREW RANKING

JOINED VMR JULY 2018
A BIT ABOUT ME
I started work in Hospitality and Retail in my younger days, at
places like O’Reilly’s Guest House in the Lamington National Park
and then the Australian Stockman’s Hall of Fame in Longreach. I
chose to work part time for 14 years when the kids came along, and
have only been back in full time work since 2007, when I took a 2IC
role at RM Williams in Toowoomba.
For the last 10 years I have been a NEIS Consultant, where I train
and mentor participants in a Federal Government programme called
the New Enterprise Incentive Scheme.  
This program helps assist those on an eligible Centerlink payment,
by training them in a small business course, then providing further
mentoring for the first 12 months of their business. I find it extremely
rewarding, and interesting, (and challenging!), and have seen some
amazing business successes for participants over the years.
I hold a current Training and Assessment qualification and have
also undertaken compliance and audit work for a Registered Training
Organisation. In addition to this my husband and I have also been
involved in our son’s business where we produce and sell a premium
Cold Brew Coffee. (Although we are now winding back on this…)
WHY DID I JOIN VMR?
I had really wanted to join an Organisation like VMR for many
years. I have volunteered as a Patrol Lifeguard with the Royal Life
Saving Club Neptune at Tallebudgera Creek for the last 6 years as an
IRB crew member, and trainer driver, and through this I had often heard
about VMR. It piqued my interest due to my love of boats, and the
ocean, as I grew up on Queensland lighthouses, and lived on Thursday
Island in my youth.
After I was married, my husband and I lived in far western
Queensland, then Toowoomba, before ending up in Brisbane, where
I could once again do something on the water, as my brother is also
involved in Lifesaving.
One weekend on the way home from a Patrol on the Coast an ad
come on the radio for VMR Southport. I contacted their Rescue Base
and the rest as they say is history.
WHAT DO I ENJOY MOST ABOUT BEING A MEMBER OF
VMR?
I thoroughly enjoy the family spirit, as we do spend quite a bit of
time together on crew. It’s great to always feel so welcome and part of
the VMR family.
Volunteering has to be something you enjoy doing and the
additional bonus’ of VMR is the time spent on the water, and the
amazing members, with their wealth of knowledge that they are
always happy to share.
As well as all this, I love how different it can be each time we
crew, with the unexpected, and how interesting that can be.
WHAT IS YOUR MOST REWARDING MOMENT IN VMR?
A most rewarding moment is hard to pin down. I’ve only been here
for such a short time compared to many of the members. I’ve learnt so
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much from every experience I’ve had so far, and look forward to many
more. Rewarding and memorable times have included pulling people
out of the sea, and getting them back to safety. One was a scuba diver in
the Seaway who got into trouble, and another was a group of outrigger
canoeists that capsized on Dead Mans Bank, which was a joint rescue
effort between VMR, Coast Guard and the Water Police.
I was recently very honoured and humbled to be named Red Crew
person of the year for 2019, and I would like to thank everyone on Red
Crew from the bottom of my heart, as it is all of you that have helped
and assisted me so much!  
WHAT DO I DO IN MY SPARE TIME?
Believe it or not the hubby and I are 3 times Australian Camp Oven
Cooking Champions (held at Millmerran QLD), so I guess camp oven
cooking is a bit of a hobby. We do have 47 of them in the shed at home.
Hiking is also a favourite pastime and I have done the Overland
Track in Tasmania twice in the last few years. I am currently planning
more multi day hikes.
I also love to Paddle Board, either on the Coast or on local dams.
Reading is another favourite pastime along with enjoying a beverage or
two with friends.
MY FUTURE INTENTIONS WITH VMR
My ultimate goal is to become an Offshore Skipper (Long term
goal!) and to continue to be fit and able enough to be a contributing
member for the long haul. Eventually I will work my way up through
the ranks to achieve my ultimate goal, although it may take quite a
while due to not living locally, however, I’m determined to get there.
Another goal I’m keen to pursue is to be a part of the Queensland
Ambulance Service First Responder Program, and longer term perhaps
become involved in the training area of VMR.

An unusual job
by Peter Tatham of Red Crew

R

ed Crew were preparing for their regular evening
training session when an urgent call was received from a
houseboat anchored at the Northern end of the Broadwater. One of
the members of the party from the houseboat had gone for a trip
on a jetski, and was now at least half an hour overdue from his
scheduled return time. It appeared that the individual could not be
contacted by mobile phone, but those on the houseboat could see a
regular flashing light approximately 2km away.

As a result, Marine Rescue 5 (MR5) swiftly departed the VMR
Base with a Crew of four people. On approaching the area known
as The Aldershots, the flashing light was easily visible, and it soon
became clear that SOS was being transmitted in Morse Code (…
--- …).
Unfortunately, there was only limited water depth in the vicinity
of the jetski and so the owner was invited to wade across the
sandbank to reach MR5 – a distance of some 50m. Unsurprisingly,
this was quite a challenging undertaking given the potential for
stray marine creatures such as stone fish, sting rays etc., but it was
eventually accomplished, with the owner being helped on board,
warmed up and reassured by the crew.
It transpired that the jetski owner had originally ran aground,
and then ran out of fuel. In addition, the rider’s phone had run out
of battery. As a result, he had initially attempted to attract attention
by setting off a sequence of four distress flares, but these had had
no impact. Fortunately, however, he had purchased a high powered
torch only the day before, and this was his saving grace – not least
that the evening saw torrential rain, and high winds which would
probably have resulted in the jet skier suffering from hyperthermia
had he been further subjected to the elements.
A great result, that could have been not so great.
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Passage Planning

important even on day trips

In the last few months there has been an
increase in the number of vessels grounding around
The Broadwater because their masters have not
adequately planned their voyage. Many of these
types of incidents could be avoided if a little bit of
time was spent undertaking simple planning before
venturing out on the water.

by Greg Turner

M

any people go boating on Gold Coast waterways without
adequately plan their trip. This is more evident during the
holiday period when we see a great increase in boating activity on
The Broadwater and as a result many more groundings, mainly due
to insufficient local knowledge or a lack of planning. It’s not always
newcomers who find themselves in difficulty due to lack of pre-departure
planning, many vessel operators do not refer to a chart nor have one on
hand whilst underway. Small craft operators would be greatly assisted
if they at least had a copy of the Beacon to Beacon Directory by their
side. Those operators who don’t use charts or reference material
usually leave it to luck and a combination of their own observations
and interpretations of the beacon system in an attempt to find their way
around. Usually these operators are the ones you pass on the way home
stuck on a sand bank.
Before anyone departs on a trip on the water there must be an
element of passage planning, even if it’s just a quick run out on the
Broadwater. To begin, you should have an understanding of the beacon
system and the direction of buoyage. Check the latest up to date chart
and plan the course you intend to take, ensuring that there is enough
water beneath your keel through the channels you intend to use. Consult
other reference material like the official tide book, local reference
books like the Beacon to Beacon Directory or 100 Magic Miles and the
cruising yachties favourite, Alan Lucas’ Cruising the Coral Coast. This is
the first step to ensuring you don’t end up on the sand or worse.
When deciding about what reference material you need for planning
your trip, remember that the chart has more detailed information on
water depth and other features of importance for the navigator than
what is found in the Beacon to Beacon Directory or some of the other
publications. However, if these guides are used in conjunction with the
chart they tend to compliment each other quite well. All these items are
vital when undertaking your planning.
The planning process is easy and can be done at home before you go
out. Check that the depths of the channels are suitable for your vessel’s
draught and you understand the direction of buoyage. Check also
the tides and tidal range for the area where you will be operating. An
incredible amount of information is available on the chart and having an
understanding of all the chart symbols will help in ensuring your trip is
trouble free. A booklet titled “5011” will help you sort through all the
chart symbols. This publication is available where you purchase marine
charts.
If you’re considering even a short trip on the Broadwater from
Southport to Jumpinpin, it too requires planning. Say your boat has a
draught of 1.5 metres or more, you will need to plan your tides to get
across the shallow entrance to “Millionaires Row” for example. If you
are planning a trip from Southport to Brisbane, obviously more planning
is required. When setting the course or choosing the intended channels,
the tide book will be a handy place to start. The Boating Safety Chart
published by Maritime Safety Queensland (MSQ) has all the information
required for a trip of this type. Also check the MSQ website www.msq.
qld.gov.au for the latest Notices to Mariners in case there have been
changes in the area covered by the chart or any work being undertaken in
the channels along the way. It may also be handy to take along a marina
guide if you haven’t decided where you are going to stay overnight.
(Most south east Queensland marinas are at capacity so booking a berth
will be a necessity.)
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The process of passage planning received mention in a recent court
case where the operator of a vessel was found negligent for not carrying
out the most basic planning prior to undertaking a voyage. It is all part of
a skipper’s general safety obligation before you venture out on the water.
If you’re intending on taking a voyage further a field, like
undertaking a coastal passage, much more planning is required. Of
course, planning a coastal passage requires much more detail as the
odds of coming across hazards are significantly increased. Planning a
boating trip from the Gold Coast to Cairns requires attention to detail
as many factors need to be taken into consideration. The amount of
stopovers required, charting the best course, calculating the amount
of fuel, choosing safe anchorages, emergency plans for bad weather,
provisioning and so on, all keep the skipper busy in the planning
department.
Making sure that your vessel makes it safely and the crew arrives
in one piece should not be left to luck. Planning is the key to a safe
trip, even if it is just a local run. Take a look through the VMR annual
figures, groundings are one of the most common tasks attended by rescue
crews. Try not to become one of those who have not planned sufficiently
and stay off the sand next time you’re out on the water.

World-class fishing
experience

not a passing
FAD
Queensland Government
Department of Agricultural Industry
Development and Fisheries

Q

ueensland fishers are set to reel in a great catch with the
installation of 10 new fish attracting devices (FADs) off the
southeast Queensland this week
Minister for Agricultural Industry Development and Fisheries Mark
Furner said the FADs are floating buoys tethered offshore to attract fish.
“We’re creating a world-class experience by investing $1 million in
these structures that will attract sports fish species including Mahi Mahi
(dolphin fish), cobia and mackerel,“ Mr Furner said.
“The added benefit of making it more likely that you’ll hook one of
these species is that it takes some of the pressure off snapper and pearl
perch, which are currently overfished and stocks are very low.
“These FADs have been installed in ten locations from Double
Island Point to the Gold Coast this week by the Queensland Boating and
Fisheries Patrol from its vessel the KI Ross.
Mr Furner said almost 1 million Queenslanders had enjoyed
recreational fishing at least one over the last year, making the sector an
important driver of jobs and tourism.
“A few weeks ago we asked fishers to have their say on the proposed
locations and suggestions for other places to install these FADs and 90
per cent of respondents said they loved the idea,“ he said.
“There has been an overwhelming response from the public to the
program.
“We’ll take some of their suggestions for other locations for these
structures to talk to potential partners who may be interested in matching

funding to expand the program in South East Queensland or more
widely.
“We believe that this initiative will help to strengthen world class
recreational fishing in Queensland, while giving snapper and pearl perch
stocks an opportunity to rebuild.
“By encouraging recreational fishers to target species other than
snapper and pearl perch, we can ensure a sustainable fishery for our
children and grandchildren so they can enjoy fishing for these iconic
Queensland species for years to come.“
Member for Sandgate Stirling Hinchliffe said fishing was an
important part of the Queensland way of life.
“My own community includes thousands of recreational fishers
and it is great to see us creating more opportunities for them to enjoy
fishing,” Mr Hinchliffe said.
“It is important for local jobs in this community and in many
others along the Queensland coast, from bait and tackle shops to
accommodation and tourism operations.
GPS locations of the FADs are available on the Department’s
website at www.fisheries.qld.gov.au and will be promoted through
Fisheries Queensland social media.
FADs are for the benefit and enjoyment of all and we remind people
not to moor on the FADs and to be courteous to other people fishing in
the area.
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Department of Transport and Main Roads - Maritime Safety Queensland
QUEENSLAND
GOVERNMENT

ADVICE
Issued by Brisbane Maritime Region on 11 February 2020
Area:

Southport pilotage area

Locality:

Ephraim Island, The Broadwater

Activity:

notification of bridge rectification works

Mariners are advised that works will commence on the Ephraim Island Bridge from Wednesday, 12
February 2020 and continue until mid-August 2020. Work barges will be positioned around the
bridge and at times adjacent to the navigation channel. At times when the navigation channel may be
affected, temporary aids to navigation will be established on either si de of the bridge to guide vessels through the work area.
Mariners are requested to pass through the work area at minimal speed to ensure their vessel wash does not impact the safety of work crews.

Latitude and longitude positions are on WGS84 horizontal datum and are compatible with GDA94 datum. For further
information about this notice, please contact:

The Brisbane Regional Harbour Master’s office:
Phone 07 3632 7500

Email: vtsbrisbane@msq.qld.gov.au

Notice authorised by: Regional Harbour Master (Brisbane) - Maritime Safety Queensland

Safe Disposal of EPIRBs

(Distress beacons)
It is very important that you
DO NOT throw your EPIRB in
the rubbish bin. Beacons can
inadvertently activate if they are not
correctly disposed of, which often
occurs when beacons are thrown
away and end up in rubbish dumps.
Please note that VMR Southport
cannot accept out of date EPIRBs
for disposal. Once deregistered and
the battery removed, your expired
EPIRB can be dropped off at any
Battery World store. There may be
a small charge to dispose of these
correctly. When this is done, please
also advise the Australia Maritime
Safety Authority (AMSA) by
updating your online registration
account or by phoning 1800 406
406.
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Portrait of a VMR

Volunteer

GREG REYNOLDS
RADIO OPERATOR

JOINED VMR JUNE 2018

A BIT ABOUT ME
I joined the Royal Australian Navy, after finishing high school,
in 1971. While I was in the Navy, I gained a trade qualification as
an ‘Aircraft Technician’ working on the Douglas A4G Skyhawk, jet
fighter aircraft. I specialised in the maintenance of the air frame and
engines of these aircraft, namely Pratt and Whitney and Rolls Royce,
jet engines. I served six years in the Navy, before electing to take my
optional discharge in 1977. I was fortunate while I served in the Navy
to have had two overseas deployments.
After leaving the Navy, I joined Queensland Health, and
commenced a three year education programme, working with children
institutionalised because of their intellectual disability.
I resigned from Queensland Health, in 1980 to join the
“Queensland Fire and Rescue Service’, in Brisbane. I served
‘Thirty Seven’ years in the Fire Service before deciding to retire
in January 2018. My employment in the Fire Service provided me
the opportunity to gain promotion to the Senior Officer rank, of
‘Superintendent’. During this period I had the privilege of being
appointed as the ‘Fire Commander’, in charge of large inter-service
deployments, sent to assist interstate Emergency Service personnel. I
was honoured to be chosen as the ‘State Coordinator’, responsible for
managing the operational response and recovery to natural disasters
and large fires, that occurred within Queensland. I was the ‘State
Coordinator’ for Cyclone Yasi, in 2011, the Toowoomba floods in
2011, the Rockhampton bush fires in 2014, and the Brisbane floods in
2017.
I was also fortunate to be selected as the overall ‘Commander’
leading the multi-agency response, to the NSW Blue Mountain Fires
in 2013, and the Victorian ‘Hazelwood Coal fire’ in 2014. My most
memorable moment came when I was selected to be the ‘Australian
Liaison Officer’ deployed within a large multi-agency team to
the USA, to assist them with their bush fires of 2015. A sad, but
memorable moment occurred while I served as a Senior Officer, and
that was being asked to be the ‘Senior Fire Investigation Officer’,
in charge of the QFES investigation, into the cause of the fire that
occurred in the ‘Backpackers Hostel’, at Childers.
WHY DID I JOIN VMR?
I have always enjoyed the friendship and fellowship that
Organisations who serve and protect the community bring. The
experiences and expertise of the men and women who work within
VMR provide a broad scope of advice and experience that enriches
my personal growth. I believe this Organisation is one that encourages
and embraces a culture of continuous learning and dynamic change,
something I find rewarding and refreshing. It is not an Organisation of
self-promotion, it is a collective group of people who wish to support
their community to the best of their ability.

WHAT DO I ENJOY MOST ABOUT BEING A MEMBER OF
VMR?
I enjoy the humour, and ability of members to interact with each
other on a respectful level.
I enjoy the challenge and scope of incidents we deal with, on a day
to day basis.
I enjoy the professional approach to training, operational efficiency,
and effectiveness.
I enjoy the loyalty members display by remaining long term
servants of VMR.
I enjoy being part of a team of extraordinary people.
WHAT IS YOUR MOST REWARDING MOMENT IN VMR?
Observing the professional manner in which VMR has embraced
the ‘Blue Water’ Review, by constantly demonstrating the ability and
capability to offer suggestions, complete accurate and detailed reports,
ensuring they remain focused on being part of the solution and not seen
as the problem.
WHAT DO I DO IN MY SPARE TIME?
I am currently completing a ‘novel’ I hope will be published late
this year.
I like to draw and paint.
I love international travel.
MY FUTURE INTENTIONS WITH VMR
I would like to become a boat crew member, eventually gaining the
skills and knowledge, to be an Inshore Skipper.
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Supporting boaties for 20 years
T

his year Gold Coast City Marina & Shipyard (GCCM) is
celebrating an important milestone: it has been 20 years
since the facility opened and has supported Gold Coast boaties. It
now seems logical, and natural, that a specific stretch of the Coomera
River should be dedicated to the service and maintenance of boats,
yet two decades ago, the concept was pioneering.
Well before the gates opened in January 2000, the masterplan not
only for GCCM yet for the whole area had begun in the 1980’s when
Patrick Gay, Chairmain of GCCM, worked to set up the Gold Coast
Waterway Authority (GCWA). One of their first orders of business
was to set a masterplan for marine services to support the needs of
the ever-growing boating community as well as accommodate the
expansion of the seaside city.
Pat identified boat owners were stretched thin between finding
slipways and yards to lift them, then tracking down contractors to
work on their boats. It was unmanageable and unsustainable, and he
imagined a yard where everything was located in one facility, making
light work of a boat’s annual maintenance. Pat, along with the
GCWA committee, identified a stretch of cane fields on the Coomera
River as an ideal location, and so was set in motion what we now
know as the Gold Coast Marine Precinct and the jewel in the crown,
GCCM.
The Gay family teamed up with the Leigh-Smith family who
had extensive experience running marinas. The goal was to bring
the best of the best marine contractors together to encircle a clean,
paved hardstand serviced by purpose-built travelifts. It was soon
a reality and although there have been changes throughout the

ensuing decades – the Leigh-Smiths moved on in 2014 – GCCM has
remained steadfast in its pursuit of excellence.
GCCM is the most awarded marina and shipyard in Australia,
having received the inaugural Hall of Fame Award (Best Boatyard)
from the Marina Industries Association (MIA) in2017/2018. Its
success is derived not only from Pat’s vision and now his son’s,
Trenton, management yet also from the 80 marine businesses who
now call GCCM home.
“At GCCM, we’re all boaties so we understand the boat is every
boatie’s happy place. We know how hard people work so they can
own a boat and how hard they work to maintain a boat, so we want
them to take full advantage of that ‘asset’ by maximising time out
on the water, reaping the rewards of their toil. That does not include
more time than necessary on the hardstand or in a refit shed. This is
why GCCM was created and everyone here is driven to getting boats
back out on the water where they belong and keeping them out there
for as long as possible. It’s in our D.N.A.,” Mr Trenton Gay, CEO of
GCCM, enthused.
After lifting and servicing over 100,000 boats from jet-skis
to superyachts, the GCCM is not resting. In its 20th year, future
developments are in the pipeline due; new undercover work areas,
upgraded 24/7 fuelling facilities, and a stage two development which
will more than double the site.
Congratulations to the GCCM team, past and present, on this
amazing achievement and thank you for your continued support of
VMR Southport and our members.
For more information see www.gccm.com.au
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Queensland Fire and Emergency Service Officers training
with marine fire fighting appliances at VMR Southport

Black Crew in full training mode
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super snaps

A fit too tight

Radio Operator Pauline
Allingham in fine form at
the VMRChristmas Party

VMR assists all vessels
large and small

The next generation of
upcoming First Responders
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Marine Rescue 5 leaving on patrol

TRADE & SERVICES DIRECTORY

PLEASE SUPPORT THESE LOCAL BUSINESSES WHO SUPPORT VMR SOUTHPORT

Corey Donnelly
0433 507578

Place your

BUSINESS CARD
here for a year
for details contact

5591 1300
Evolution
Sailmakers
evolution

Graham Sherring
Ph: 55 377433

E: info@evolutionsails.com.au
W: www.evolutionsails.com.au
27/231 Brisbane Road, Labrador
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