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Martin Walsh
President 2019 - 2020

PROUD SUPPORTERS OF VMR SOUTHPORT

FRONT COVER

Welcome to the new world of post COVID-19. Given recent world events, if not you, 
then probably someone else you know has lost their job in the past few months.  This 

leaves many of us to contemplate “Without my career, how do I define myself? What is my 
identity?” 

Dr Aliya Rao has stated “Employment is really an organising principle of our lives, it’s where 
we often meet our friends, it’s what gives structure to our days, and it’s often what gives purpose 
and meaning to our lives” So when your employment is terminated, not only are you losing an 
income, but you’re also losing elements of your social life too.

VMR Southport is built on the back of volunteers who have chosen to define their lives by 
the way they selflessly help other people, and this has been clearly displayed during the past 
few months.  We help each of our fellow volunteers with friendship, we help our members with 
marine assistance, and we help the general boating public with emergency callouts in their time of 
need.  

At VMR Southport we have been forced to reduce the maximum number of volunteers on 
our Base at any one time, whilst also having to cancel group meetings, and training. This has had 
a huge effect on how our Squadron has operated. Constant rotation of Radio Operators, Crew 
members and Skippers has assisted with keeping our people engaged. Whilst there has been an 
endless list of considerations of late, nothing has been more important than the safety of our 
people, and that of those people we assist.

At no time have we closed operation, nor have we intentionally placed anyone at risk. 
Trying to keep up with and interpret the various Government agency directives has been an 
administrative nightmare, but to date we have survived, and I cannot thank enough all of our 
members and stakeholders for their assistance in getting us to this point.

Add to this, the exceptionally heavy workload encountered over the past few months, caused 
by a run of perfect Gold Coast weather, I can assure you that VMR Southport is in a very good 
position to see these difficult times through.

As President of VMR Southport I am extremely proud of the VMR team and their efforts in 
allowing us to meet the demands expected of us. From those who man the radios and answer the 
phones, through to those who empty the rubbish bins, and to those who are awoken in the early 
hours to provide assistance to a stranded boatie, your efforts are greatly appreciated. It is your 
actions that are allowing VMR Southport to continue its vital service to the boating community of 
the Gold Coast region during these difficult times.

Maintaining positivity is the key factor.
Whilst boating restrictions have been lifted at this point, may I still remind you to take extra 

care. Vessel numbers recently could be likened to a busy summer period, with craft of all types 
flooding the waterways, both inshore and offshore. A combination of cheap fuel prices, plenty of 
biting fish, and the willingness of people to come out of lockdown are contributing to this, and the 
last thing we need to see are boating accidents. 

Please stay safe on the water and remember VMR Southport is 24 / 7. Please keep your 
membership up to date for safety’s sake. 

If you need assistance call us immediately.

Self Isolation, Quarantine, Incubation, PPE, Social Distancing, 
Flattening the Curve, Epidemic, Pandemic, Elbow Bumping, 

WFH Droplet Transmission, and Hand Hygiene

The South Wall of the Gold Coast Seaway 
copping the force of Mother Nature
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ACTIVE  MEMBER 
PROMOTIONS

Active Members who have 
achieved higher ranking

Congratulations to:

SENIOR CREw
BEN BRACKIN

CREw
CRAIG NUNN

SARAH MILLER 
BRITT MORTENSEN
BRUCE PARTRIDGE

ACTiVATiONs fEB
2020

MAr
2020

APr
2020

Towed Vessels 42 44 36

Jump Starts 3 4 2

Pump Outs 6 2

Transporting

Fire

Standby

Medical 2 2 2

Searches 1

Dispersals 1 2

Public Relations 4 2

Crew Training 53 38 29

Groundings 3 9 5

Other 2 6 1

Investgate 9 7 7

TOTALS 119 121 84

SOME STATS

  

A BIT ABOUT ME

I am a happy go lucky bloke who loves life and VMR. Currently I am employed to manage 
the family’s Self Storage and Shipping Container Hire and Sales business, and when not doing 
that I am in the outdoors enjoying myself to some degree. I also have a lovely partner who 
somehow puts up with me.  

WHY DID I JOIN VMR?

I was at a bit of a cross road in life and joining VMR has helped give me another perspective 
on life. I am glad I did join, and I hope the Organisation will have me for quite a bit longer yet. Its 
something I would recommend to anyone looking for a good time with a purpose.

WHAT DO I ENJOY MOST ABOUT BEING A MEMBER OF VMR? 

I enjoy the camaraderie with the crews. It is always fun and there is always something to 
learn, and always someone to rescue. Everyone in VMR is from a different walk of life. I still 
haven’t worked out which walk I come from, but I love being able to share what I do have with 
the others.

WHAT IS YOUR MOST REWARDING MOMENT IN VMR? 

Helping other crew members learn new facets about VMR. Every job I go on is a learning 
experience, and quite often things seen on the water are comical, and I can never get enough of 
that. Most unrewarding is overnight radios though, I miss out on my beauty sleep!

WHAT DO I DO IN MY SPARE TIME?

Apart from eating, traveling has always been a passion of mine. To see new places and expand 
your worldly view is a great experience. My most memorable travel has been to North Korea. I was 
able to see what they call the Mass Games. This is the biggest stage show in the world, with up to 
114,000 people watching. Like any good tourist, I like to take photos, however, our cameras were 
confiscated before the event started. Apparently President Kim Jong-Un was in attendance and he 
didn’t want his photo taken with me. Luckily I was able to leave the country in one piece.

MY FUTURE INTENTIONS WITH VMR

       To become Skipper of a rescue vessel at some point. I am just happy doing what I am doing 
at the moment. Its all a learning experience and you can never have enough of being on the water, 
and helping people.

 

 Portrait of a VMr 
    Volunteer

TOM SINCLAIR 

CREW MEMBER

JOINED VMR - JANUARY 2016
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In November 2019 VMR Southport took delivery of its latest 
Rescue vessel ‘ MARINE RESCUE 5 ‘.

In its short life so far, the vessel has run up 250 engine hours, and 
performed nearly 50 rescue activations.

In March 2020, the vessel was returned to the manufacturer Swift 
Marine for a minor modification.

As this was the first Rescue vessel of its type constructed for 
this area, a small design fault quickly became apparent, and whilst 
still able to be operated safely, the VMR Southport Management 
Committee thought it best to have the problem rectified in the early 
stages of the vessels life.

Having been constructed with a forward sloping windscreen, this 
affected visibility at night when the bright city lights reflected from 
astern. This also created a blind spot on both sides of centre of the 
windscreen.

After much consultation with a very obliging Swift Marine, 
and further exploration of options, it was decided to modify the 
overhead canopy, by allowing for a backward facing windscreen to 
be installed. This would entail removing the canopy, reconstructing 
this for a backward facing windscreen, modifying the overhead radio 
box, re-powder coating of all the metal components, and then re-
installation of all.
Whilst this was a large modification to make, the vessel was only off 
the water for a month.

‘MARINE RESCUE 5’ UNDErGOEs 
ELECTiVE sUrGErY

MARINE RESCUE 5 loaded for its road trip back to swift Marine

The extrication process for MARINE RESCUE 5
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NotEaBle 
Jobs

by Glenn Norris

A father and son were recently rescued from the Broadwater after 
a nights fishing trip took an unfortunate turn. The pair had been 

happily fishing when their anchor rope became fouled around the 
propellor of the small runabout. Upon raising the outboard motor to sort 
the problem, it was decided by them to remove the propellor to release 
the rope. A good idea until the propellor nut was dropped into the water, 
leaving them with an unwanted dilemma. Luckily with an incoming tide, 
the pair were able to drift to the beach, where they stayed overnight in 
the boat, and then called VMR for assistance the following morning. 
The vessel was towed to the boat ramp, with a couple of very tired, but 
extremely appreciative people glad to be back on dry land.

A recently joined member has certainly got his monies worth from his 
membership. The man went fishing near Labrador recently, only to 

have the tide go out around his 20 foot vessel. VMR was called to the 
precarious position, and just with enough water, was able to float the 
stranded vessel. Once in deeper water, the vessel’s engine refused to 
start. Still in a difficult position, a tow rope was able to be attached and 
the vessel was towed to a nearby boat ramp. The following day VMR 
received another call for assistance from the same vessel owner, stating 
that his vessel needed towing from the absolute opposite end of the 
Broadwater to the previous day. VMR responded and towed the vessel 
to the Paradise Point boat ramp. Once again, on the third day in a row, 
another call was received from the same member, with a flat battery on 
the beach near Runaway Bay. VMR attended, and were unable to start 
the vessel, resulting in a tow to the boat ramp. After a good talking to, 
and some great advice given by the VMR Skipper, obviously the man 
has gone away to fix his vessel, as he hasn’t been heard from since. A 
little bit of maintenance and servicing goes a long way.

VMR Southport statistics have shown a sharp increase in the number 
of out of fuel vessels being attended to. With fuel so cheap in this 

current climate, this shouldn’t be occurring, however, complacency can 
be the only reason for this happening. Customers are embarrassingly 
telling VMR crews that because fuel is cheaper, they are filling up tanks 
and going out further distances, or going out more often on a tank of 
fuel. It’s being proven that just because fuel is presently close to half its 
normal price, doesn’t necessarily mean they get twice as many trips, or 
are able to go twice the distance on a tank. The vessel still uses the same 
amount of fuel, hence it should be good practice to keep your fuel tank 
full at all times, while the prices are cheap. Good seamanship.

A man contacted VMR recently requesting a tow of his small 
runabout. The vessels engine had cut out, and wouldn’t re-start in 

the Coomera River. The vessel was towed by VMR to the boat ramp. 
The frustrated owner told the VMR crew he didn’t want to get the engine 
going again, the only place he wanted both the boat and engine going, 
was on Gumtree.

A VMR crew were recently dispatched to a vessel that had broken 
down close to the beach on the ocean side of South Stradbroke 

Island, near Couran Cove. The conditions on the day were picture 
perfect, with the water like a millpond, and a swell less than that which 
one could make in the bath tub. The Gold Coast Water Police were also 
notified and arrived on scene to find a 21 foot fishing vessel being held 
off the beach by the owner. The ultra calm conditions allowed the vessel 
to be towed off the beach by the Police boat, until VMR arrived a short 
time later to tow it back to Southport. Another very appreciative boat 
owner whose day could have been a whole lot worse. 

To save and assist in saving life and property at sea.

To provide personnel and equipment in order to 
carry out search and rescue operations at sea and 

on the Gold Coast waterways.

To liaise and work with other marine rescue groups.

To undertake campaigns to educate members of the 
boating public in matters of marine safety.

VMr southport’s Charter
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Gold Coast Water Police respond to high rates of calls for 
service regarding juvenile marine offenders each year. These 
are in relation to a variety of offences committed on Gold Coast 
Waterways. Predominately offences include exceeding speed in 6 
knot zones, dangerous and erratic operation of vessels, including 
spraying of pontoons, structures and other waterway users.

Recreational marine drivers licenses (RMDL) cannot be 
obtained until a person turns 16 years. Under current legislation, 
any person operating a vessel which is powered by an engine up to 
4.5kw (6hp) is not required to hold a RMDL. This does not diminish 
the vessel operators obligations under marine related legislation 
and general safety obligations.

Water Police are often contacted by concerned members of the 
community to report the offences committed by juveniles on the 
waterways. A common question raised is; ‘What can we do?’ to 
assist the Water Police in addressing this issue.

” What can we do?”
ACCURATELY IDENTIFY- When and where.
For any Police action, we initially require time, date and place. 

These simple pieces of information are often overlooked and need 
to be accurately obtained and recorded if Police are to commence a 
proceeding against a juvenile.

RECORD and RETAIN – Who, What and How
Video evidence is the preferred evidence to support enforcement 

action taken against marine offences. Still images do not necessarily 
support the speed of the offending vessel. Video evidence can be 
taken on a smart phone or extracted from a fixed CCTV system.  
The higher resolution the camera the better to assist in identifying 
the operator and the registration labels of the vessel. 

REPORT- Policelink 131444
All marine related offences including juvenile offences should 

be now reported by calling Policelink 131444. At this time a report 
is generated and tasked for Water Police to investigate. If the offence 
is in progress, Water Police can be detailed via the Policelink call 
taker to Police Communications for a Water Police crew to attend 
the incident. Footage can be uploaded via Policelink or alternatively 
using the new AXON citizen system that commenced in January 
2020. Axon Citizen simplifies collecting evidence from the public 
by allowing officers to send an email or SMS link to witnesses to 

upload video and photo images. The intuitive interface allows critical 
evidence to be securely submitted into Evidence.com in three clicks, 
where items can be viewed, catalogued and stored. This capability will 
remove the need for officers to drive out to collect evidence on USBs or 
look for software to view footage that has been obtained.

INVESTIGATION
When dealing with juveniles aged 17 years and younger, Police 

operate and investigate in accordance with the guidelines set out in the 
Youth Justice Act. The approach undertaken consists of contacting the 
parents or NOK of the juveniles involved to arrange for attendance at 
the Gold Coast Water Police office. 

Police can take action providing supporting evidence, against the 
juvenile in the form of a formal caution under the Youth Justice Act 
for the prescribed offence/s, or for repeat offences issue a notice to 
appear at the Children’s court. It should be noted that complainants 
may be required to provide oral testimony at court in relation to 
the offences observed.  Complainants may also if consenting, 
participate in a youth justice conference whereby all parties involved 
(Investigating Police, mediator, defendant child, NOK, Complainant) 
can undergo a conference to address the offending behaviour which is 
facilitated through the Court.

INTELLIGENCE BASED PATROLS
Water Police then utilise data obtained from marine complaints 

to conduct intelligence-based patrols based on offending patterns 
identified through complaints received. This assists in placing Police 
vessels in the right place at the right time to detect marine based 
offending. 

Dangerous and unsafe vessel operation is an on-going issue 
that can impact far beyond the local boating community. Water 
Police in partnership with Queensland Boating and Fisheries Patrol 
and Maritime Safety Queensland are currently investigating and 
implementing a number of strategies to help address this problem. 
This is not a problem we can resolve on our own and as always, we 
encourage further partnership policing with the community using the 
following steps, ACCURATELY IDENTIFY, RECORD, RETAIN and 
REPORT, to help us help you. As always, our first priority at the Water 
Police is to promote safety on the water to all users and ensure kids in 
tinnies get home safe.

IDENTIFY, RECORD, 
RETAIN and REPORT
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Gold Coast’s $11m 
waterways asset 

hiding in plain sight
Here’s a trivia question for you.
What’s valued at over $11 million and helps 

keep Gold Coast navigation channels safer and 
accessible for boaties?

if your answer was the Aids to Navigation 
(AtoN) dotted around the waterways network, 
you are right!

A man with two buckets of fish was 
leaving the boat ramp and was stopped 
by a Fisheries Inspector. The Inspector 
asked the man, “Do you have a license to 
catch those fish?” 

The man replied to the Inspector, “No, sir. 
These are my pet fish.” 

“Pet fish?!” the Inspector replied. 

“Yes, sir. Every night I take these fish down to the water and 
let them swim around for about a half-hour, When I whistle, 
they all come back, jump back into my buckets, and I take 
‘em home. We do this every night.” 

“That’s a bunch of hooey,” said the Inspector. “Fish can’t do 
that!”

“No, really! says the man. “Here, I’ll show you.” And he 
releases the fish into the water.

“Well, I’ve GOT to see this!” the Inspector replied. 

Both men stood and waited. After several minutes, the 
Inspector turned to the man and said, “Well?” 

“Well, what?” the man asked. 

“When are you going to call them back?” the Inspector huffs. 

“Call who back?” the man asked. 

“The FISH.” 

“What fish?”
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LEFT - The pile beacon which has been 
hit twice by the same vessel.
 
BELOW -  The main channel marker which 
was hit by the charter vessel.

On the Gold Coast there are more than 2,000 beacons, 
buoys and marine signs managed and maintained by the 

Gold Coast Waterways Authority (GCWA.)
GCWA CEO Hal Morris says that’s more than any other 

maritime region in Queensland.
‘We’re a waterways city with an extensive network of 

channels people use to travel from A to B and, like a road 
network, we need a good system of signs and markers to help 
everyone navigate their way around safely.

‘With the number of boaties using our waterways growing 
each year we really have to be on top of our game with 
maintenance and upgrades to keep what is a multi-million-dollar 
asset in peak condition.

‘When you consider our waterways contribute a whopping 
$700 million to our local economy every year and support vital 
tourism, marine and recreation businesses, I think the money we 
invest in our Aids to Navigation program is money well spent.’

GCWA has set aside a total of $200,000 over the next four 
years under its Gold Coast Waterways Management Program to 
keep its navaids ship-shape.

Whilst the asset’s overall value may seem surprising, each 
smaller beacon (of which there are hundreds) costs about $500 
each whilst the major pile beacons found in areas like the Main 
Channel can cost up to $250,000 each to manufacture and 
establish. 

GCWA procures the beacons and buoys from an Australian 
manufacturer based in Victoria whilst the rest of the materials 
used are sourced locally where possible.

GCWA’s Waterways Team undertakes most of the 
construction, repairs and maintenance but 
it does use local contractors for some of the 
bigger repair jobs such as on the major pile 
beacons. This is because major welding and 
platform repairs can’t be done in-house.

Damage to our navaids can be caused by 
a range of factors including bird-droppings, 
wild weather or, most frustratingly, vessel 
collisions. From time-to-time, birds choose 
to use the markers as roosting spots. When 
that happens, the Team calls in specialists to 
ensure proper relocation of the wildlife.

‘Some of the bigger jobs we’ve had to 
deal with were people not paying proper 
attention while they’re out on the water and 
running into the navaids, causing significant 
damage,’ Mr Morris said.

‘In one instance, we’ve had the same boat owner 
hit the same pile beacon twice with his vessel. 

‘Luckily we’ve been able to recoup the cost from 
his insurer which is what we try to do in all cases, but 
it is a reminder that people do need to keep a lookout 
not only for other vessels but for navaids as well.’ 

GCWA’s Waterways Team clocks up thousands 
of nautical miles each year checking and maintaining 
the navaids throughout the city’s 260 kilometres of 
navigable waterways which they know like the back 
of their hands.

Some of the more interesting spots where you’ll 
find Aids to Navigation are the leading lights on 
the top of Bayview Tower at Runaway Bay, the 
starboard entrance beacon at the northern wall of the 
Gold Coast Seaway which is sometimes accessed by 
helicopter and the southern sector of Moreton Bay 
Marine Park.

Typically, GCWA’s rolling maintenance schedule 
aims to ensure each sign is checked every two years 
and all navigation beacons are checked every 12 
months. Emergency repairs are done in response to 
reports of damage. 

Apart from the serial offender mentioned above, some of the bigger 
jobs the team has had to manage in the past year include repairing the 
damage to the main channel marker (pictured) caused by a charter vessel 
running into it at night. That one cost about $20,000 in repairs. 

The team has also asked Maritime Safety Queensland to investigate 
a recent case of damage caused by a personal watercraft rider deliberate-
ly spraying port lateral markers in the Jacobs Well Channel. The incident 
was witnessed by a crew from the Queensland Boating and Fisheries 
Patrol.

Whilst the Chief Health Officer’s directions restricting movement in 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic reduced waterways traffic in the 
short term, this has enabled the team to undertake more servicing jobs in 
some of the areas which are normally a lot busier.

When more of the restrictions are relaxed, the work the team has 
done will help ensure the waterways are again open for business and 
remain safe and accessible for all users.

If you are out and about on the water and see an Aid to Navigation 
that needs fixing please give the Waterways Team a call on 5539 7350 or 
send an email to mail@gcwa.qld.gov.au  
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CLIVE TUDGE

RADIO OPERATOR

JOINED VMR APRIL 2018
  A BIT ABOUT ME

I’m a Chartered Electronics Engineer and spent the first half of my 
life working on military aircraft in Europe, ending up as the Project 
Director on aircraft such as the Tornado, Jaguar and Hawk. Prior to 
arriving in Australia 32 years ago I was the Project Manager on the 
Flight Control System of the European Fighter Aircraft, Typhoon, 
working in the Black Forest in Southern Germany.

In Australia I’ve done many things including working for Ansett, 
Qantas, Telstra, IBM, Department of Defence and for the last 10 
years I’ve been working for a Melbourne based Company presenting 
training courses around the world on Systems Engineering.

WHY DID I JOIN VMR?

In 2010 my wife and I bought a boat from Airlie Beach to the 
Gold Coast, breaking down 3 times on the way!!! We had such great 
service from the VMR, particularly VMR Mackay, that I felt I had to 
return the favour to other boaties with similar problems. I joined VMR 
Jacobs Well in 2010 and stayed there until we went off again on our 
boat for nearly 2 years, in 2014. We ended up at Airlie Beach again, so 
I joined VMR Whitsunday for about 18 months. On return to the Gold 
Coast we moved closer to VMR Southport, and I’ve been here about 2 
years now in the Radio Room.

WHAT DO I ENJOY MOST ABOUT BEING A MEMBER OF 
VMR? 

It’s sometimes an over-used statement, but I really do like to help 
people who have problems with their boats. Having been there, it 
can be quite stressful when you break down. I say ‘when’ because, as 
every boat owner knows, it will happen one day! Being able to relieve 
somebody’s stress and help boaties is very self rewarding.

WHAT IS YOUR MOST REWARDING MOMENT IN VMR? 

There have been a few, pulling a yacht off the reef in the 
Whitsundays, rescuing a family of 4 that were drifting towards rocks, 
numerous medical ferries etc.

WHAT DO I DO IN MY SPARE TIME?

I am passionate about aircraft and I have my Private Pilots 
Licence. One of my proudest moments was winning the Queensland 
Sportsman Aerobatic Championship in 2008. I don’t fly real ones now 
(too old) so I fly model remote controlled aircraft (and re-build them 
after the flying!). 

My other hobby is sailing, and in 2015 I was one of a crew of the 
yacht ‘Anthea‘ that won the division in the Airlie Race Week.

MY FUTURE INTENTIONS WITH VMR

I’ve reached it! Happy to support VMR from the Radio Room.

Portrait of a VMr 
Volunteer



         Vsheet  -        June 2020      13

The crowd enjoying the great facility

On Wednesday 18 March, VMR Southport had great pleasure in 
hosting the children’s charity ‘Variety‘, as part of their ‘Sea of 

Smiles’ program. 
For the last 21 years this group has organised the Yamaha Jet Ski 

Trek, in order to raise much needed funding to support their cause. 
This year it was planned that 100 jetski riders would transit from 

Ballina in northern NSW, to the Gold Coast. Support teams would also 
make the journey by road.

Once arriving at the Marine Stadium on The Spit, the participants 
would take around 50 disabled children from two local schools for a fun 
jetski experience, whilst VMR Southport would host a BBQ for around 
275 of these visitors.  

Well that was the plan!!
Unfortunately, the coincidence of poor weather (strong winds and 

a heavy swell from the South East) forced the jet skis to travel by road, 
whilst the arrival of COVID-19 resulted in the cancellation of the school 
experience element of the program.  

Nothing could disrupt the BBQ though, with 175 grateful 
participants enjoying a good feed and catch up with their mates at VMR 
Southport’s wonderful outdoor facility.

‘ Variety ‘ is a wonderful charity, with great intentions, and this 
Organisation is very proud to be associated 

Jet ski BBQ

Radio Operator Glenys Paschedag 
posing with the Variety crowd

support vehicles 
come in all sorts

Competitors 
lining up for 
the next stage 
in the Trek
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Gold Coast, Australia: In a piece of much needed good news, 
Gold Coast City Marina and Shipyard (GCCM) has been 

commended with a perfect 100% score on their recent Clean Marina 
audit completed by industry peak body, Marina Industries Association.  
The International Clean Marina Program sets a standard for marina 
industry operators to protect inland and coastal waterways through the 
achievement of rigorous environmental management systems.

“MIA congratulates GCCM on attaining for the second time a perfect 
100% score for the International Clean Marina accreditation audit and 
95% for the associated Fish Friendly audit.  These audits are completed 
by independent auditors assessing facilities to the highest environmental 
industry standards worldwide.  With marinas such as GCCM working 
as hard as they do, we will continue to see marinas, shipyards and 
marine facilities contributing to the health of our waterways and playing 
an integral role in supporting waterway management plans and their 
regional economies,” said Colin Bansgrove, CEO of MIA. 

In line with environmental best practice, GCCM took proactive 
steps in the design and development of the facility to include the world’s 
largest solar farm in a marina; rainwater harvesting; treatment and 
recycling of boat washdown water; bio retention gardens; and more 
recently the construction of a comprehensive recycling and refuse station 
for GCCM staff, tenants and customers to access.  The onsite resource 
recovery centre is making huge inroads into increasing diversion 
from landfill for solid and liquid waste.  Their ongoing investments 
and continual innovation have ensured that the landmark facility has 
been operating well above best practice and is widely recognised as an 
industry champion for environmental sustainability.

More recently, GCCM owners have pledged to remove single 
use plastics from the facility by 2025 and also re-attained their Fish 
Friendly Marina accreditation.  The GCCM team have also worked 
with the Seabin Foundation and Suez waste management through their 
community outreach program to install the first Seabin device in a 
marina on the Gold Coast.

“Our onsite businesses including the café and restaurant have been 
extremely receptive to removing all single use plastics from use at 
GCCM.  Yet we felt that didn’t go far enough in addressing the global 
problem of reducing the amount of plastics in our waterways.  So Seabin 
Foundation, with the support of GCCM and Suez, were able to install 
the first one of their devices in a Gold Coast marina.  This innovative 
collaboration has allowed GCCM to look at waste recovery on both the 
land and water giving us the best opportunity to support the health of 
our local waterways,” stated GCCM’s General Manager of Customer 
Experience and Facilities, Luke McCaul.

GCCM, a globally accredited 5 Gold Anchor globally marine 
facility, is celebrating its 20th year of operations in 2020.   The facility 
first opened in January 2000 with the clear goal of leading the industry.

“When we conceived, designed, built and opened GCCM, we knew 
we wanted to set the standard instead of simply meeting it.  This result 
reaffirms our goal of excellence in environmental management, customer 
service and delivering quality outcomes for our customers by bringing 
together the best of the best in the Australian marine industry,” offered 
CEO, Mr Trenton Gay.

About Gold Coast City Marina and Shipyard
GCCM is situated on 17.5 hectares of zoned waterfront industry land 

which fronts the Coomera River at Waterway Drive with an additional 
$100 million 20-hectare expansion in the pipeline. The marina and 
shipyard form an integral part of the 250-hectare ‘Gold Coast Marine 
Precinct’, and GCCM is the largest refit and repair facility of its kind in 
the Southern Hemisphere. GCCM is located 20 kilometres from Surfers 
Paradise and 60 Kilometres from the Brisbane CBD.

https://www.gccm.com.au/ 
About Seabin Foundation 

The Seabin Foundation is a Not-For-Profit fundraising arm of the Seabin 
Project that address education, research and innovation projects that 
result in cleaner oceans 
One of the goals for the Seabin Project is to provide practical and 
tangible solutions to reduce the plastics in our oceans which is one of the 
world’s greatest problems. Find out more about how our journey started 
with a simple idea:
If we can have rubbish bins on land then why not have them in the 
ocean?

https://seabinproject.com/

THE TEAM

Gold Coast City Marina & shipyard (GCCM) 
continues to set the industry standard in 
environmental sustainability having just 
received a 100% score on its ‘Clean Marina’ 
audit and also recently deploying the first 
seabin on the Gold Coast.
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VMR Southport would like to acknowledge the recent 
retirement of Queensland Ambulance Service (QAS) 

Paramedics Kevin Murphy and Deb Severino ( Kev and Deb ). Both 
retired on February 22, 2020

Kev and Deb, and their beloved pooch Scruff are seasoned 
mariners and own a large yacht, and have been fantastic supporters 
of the QAS First Responder Program with VMR Southport since its 
inception nearly 10 years ago. Several First Responders have spent 
many worthwhile training hours doing ‘Observer Shifts‘ with Kev and 
Deb, learning the tricks of the trade on how to treat the unwell and 
injured.

Kev has had 40 years as a Paramedic, many of those with Critical 
Care capabilities, in both Victoria and Queensland, whilst Deb has 
served stints in the Ambulance Communications Centre, as well as 
being an Advanced Care Paramedic in her 22 years with QAS.

Whilst Kev, Deb and Scruff will be seen around the Broadwater 
for a little while yet, their ambition is to sail north along the Qld 

Coast while enjoying their 
retirement.

VMR Southport 
offers its best wishes, and 
sincerely thanks to both 
of them for the experience 
and mentoring they have 
provided to members of this 
Organisation.

Kev and Deb posing 
for the last ride back 
to the station, before 

retirement

GOODBYE 
AND GOOD LUCK
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Saturday 21st March was one of those lovely autumn days 
when everyone wanted to be on the water, so it came as no 

surprise that Red Crew had a hectic day, with multiple activations, 
including rescuing a jet skier who was heading towards Chile on an 
outgoing tide through the Gold Coast Seaway, ungrounding two jet 
skis on Crab Island, several tows following engine malfunctions, and a 
medivac from South Stradbroke Island.

The most unusual was the result of a call from a resident in one of 
the apartments on Ephraim Island who saw a small boat overturn just 
off her location.  The Water Police were contacted and after their initial 
investigation, they tasked VMR Southport to assist in righting the boat.  

Unfortunately, as can be seen from the photo this was something of 
a challenge.

Various tactics were employed including towing the boat at a fast 
speed in a way that was designed to enable it to surface with its keel 
down, and securing lines to the bow and stern in an attempt to twist it 
upright.  However, none of these approaches worked, so the decision 
was made to tow it the 1.5 km distance to Runaway Bay Marina whilst 
still upside down. Once there, the Marina’s forklift truck was able to 
hoist the boat from the water.

Another (different) job completed satisfactorily.

Another Crew – 
Another (Different) Job

Two recreational fishers have been fined a total of $14,500 
for taking excess molluscs from Moreton Bay.

Member for Redlands Kim Richards said Queensland Boating and 
Fisheries Patrol officers intercepted the pair after a tip-off from the 
public in 2018.

“They were found on the mud banks near Jacobs Well on the 
northern Gold Coast collecting mud arks and whelks.” Ms Richards said.

“Our officers seized five shopping bags containing molluscs. In total 
the bags contained 1476 bivalve molluscs which was 1326 over the legal 
amount under the laws of the time.”

Minister for Agricultural Industry Development and Fisheries Mark 
Furner said one man, who had a history of similar offences, was fined 
$10,000 in the Beenleigh Magistrates Court, while his companion was 
fined $4,500 .

“Gastropods and bivalve mollusc species are highly susceptible to 
depletion because they remain in one place and can be easily accessed in 
fishing grounds close to urban centres,” Mr Furner said.

“This case shows why the Queensland Government stepped in 
last year to impose a total ban on the taking of gastropods and bivalve 
molluscs, other than pipis from Moreton Bay.

“We make no apologies for being tough on illegal fishing. This is 
what it takes to build a legacy of a sustainable fishery for our children 
and grandchildren.”

Mr Furner said there is a combined limit of 30 bivalve molluscs or 
gastropods outside of Moreton Bay that can be taken or possessed per 
person.

“I want to thank the members of the public that tipped QBFP staff to 
this illegal activity,” Mr Furner said.

“Our state’s fisheries resources belong to all Queenslanders and it’s 
our job to protect fish stocks for the future.”

People who suspect illegal fishing activity should report it to the 24 
hour toll-free Fishwatch hotline on 1800 017 116.

For more information on Queensland fishing rules and regulations, 
visit www.fisheries.qld.gov.au, call 13 25 23 or download the free ‘Qld 
Fishing’ app from Apple and Google app stores.

Follow Fisheries Queensland on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram 
(@FisheriesQld).

Minister for Agricultural industry 
Development and fisheries 

Fishers shell out 
massive fine 

for taking too many molluscs
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super snaps

 The end of another beautiful Gold Coast day

The most important part of the day - cleaning the boats

A customers day off to a bad start

The day gets worse for a couple more customers



PLEASE SUPPORT THESE LOCAL BUSINESSES wHO SUPPORT VMR SOUTHPORT
TRADE & SERVICES DIRECTORY
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E: info@evolutionsails.com.au
W: www.evolutionsails.com.au
27/231 Brisbane Road, Labrador

evolution

Evolution
sailmakers

Graham Sherring
Ph:  55 377433

Corey Donnelly 
0433 507578
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