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Martin Walsh
President 2019 - 2020

PROUD SUPPORTERS OF VMR SOUTHPORT

FRONT COVER

What interesting times we are still experiencing. Like a lot of other people, the COVID-19 
situation has hit me hard. Whilst I have been fortunate not to have become sick, or to 

have lost my job, it has certainly made me stop to think, and to take a look around to re-assess 
both my personal and professional circumstances.

Caring for my immediate family was not the limit. As the President of VMR Southport, with 
close to 150 Active members, whom I also consider as very close family, I also needed to reflect 
on the differing circumstances that each of our volunteers were going through. Some needed to 
stay away from the Rescue Base (due to high risk categorization), whilst others needed more 
contact to maintain their own mental and social requirements. Balancing this with ever-changing 
government legislation has been extremely difficult. How do we social distance on a rescue boat? - 
with careful planning. How do we maintain as close to business as usual as we can? – with careful 
planning. How have we survived to date? – with careful planning.

In saying that, VMR Southport has been extremely busy on the waterways over the past few 
months. The number of vessels on the water during this time has been unprecedented, with record 
numbers of jetski’s and mid size runabouts, through to some very large pleasure craft enjoying 
what this beautiful region has to offer. On a down side though, some of the activations we have 
attended have been very serious, with a couple of boat fires, numerous vessel sinkings, an array of 
Ambulance activations, and a number of capsizes and swampings around the Gold Coast Seaway 
area. The crews have been very diligent and rapid in attending to these call outs, however, we 
don’t always get a successful outcome, especially with the destruction of valuable property and 
equipment. Once again, I thank everyone for their efforts.

We have had some fantastic support from local businesses in recent times with assisting in 
the refurbishment of our Training Room and with the maintenance of our vessels. Without this 
support we would not be able to provide the invaluable service we do. I know those businesses 
concerned will be mentioned and promoted in other parts of this magazine in this and other 
coming editions. Please accept my personal thanks from the entire VMR Southport team.

I have recently made the choice to reposition myself into a new employment role as a National 
Business Manager, which has left me very time poor. Therefore, this will be the last President’s 
Report from me, as I will not be contesting the Presidency at the next Annual General Meeting.  It 
has been a privilege to represent VMR Southport for the last 3 years as President, and in the two 
years prior as Vice-President, and as a Committee member since 2014.  

In that time, I have been involved in many projects that have included the Seaway Tower 
refurbishment, the installation of the fibre internet connection to VMR Southport, and with 
the creation of an online membership payment gateway.  There are many projects still yet to 
be finalised, and interesting times still lie ahead with developments under the control of the 
Queensland Government.

Let me assure you though that the next President and Management Committee of this fantastic 
organisation will continue to “steer the ship” towards the success it so deserves.  

Thank you for your tremendous support, and please continue to support us in saving lives and 
property at sea.

VMR Base on the 
Broadwater
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Appreciation 
  is
 appreciated

I’m not sure how many years I have been a member (I’m sure you 
would know) but I had reason to call on Sunday lunchtime when a well 
planned lunch at Currigee went pear shaped with a complete loss of 
power (only found when trying to move a 28’ boat from shallow water!)

Many thanks to your crew who attended promptly and towed me 
back to the SYC. Even by changing my berth to an easy to get into (and 
away from members eyes) I didn’t escape the mirth of many members!

Your guys were a credit to a volunteer organisation.
Thanks again, I’ll get a donation organised this week 
P.S It was a failed battery isolator switch.

Kind Regards,
  

Colin Wheeler

“I am utterly grateful for you to have saved our lives on 
25/05/20, when we were in dire straits caught going through 
the Southport Bar. You saved our life. You are the best “

Maya - vessel Shark Bait

To All The Team At VMR

Your selfless efforts are such a valuable asset to the 
community.

Don’t ever forget how appreciated you are for all 
that you do.

We hope this little gift helps to keep your spirits 
and energy charged

Kind Regards

        Alana and Chris - MV SIESTA
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  A MUCH NEEDED MAKEOVER
After many years of constant use, VMR Southport has 

recently upgraded their Training / Meeting Room facility.
The room was outdated, the ceilings needed painting, the 

carpets were worn out, the lighting was dim, the ceiling fans 
were old, the walls had had too many chairs banged against 
them, the training whiteboard, and screen projector were not 
current technology, and the vertical blinds were constantly 
jamming.

Something had to be done.

Emails were distributed requesting offers of financial 
assistance to help with this makeover, and bingo, VMR 
Southport were swamped with offers from local businesses, 
who were extremely proud to either donate money or services 
to enable this project to go ahead.

On behalf of this Organisation we would like to publicly 
acknowledge the following contributors:

THE USHER GROUP - For the donation of Painting 
Services

EUROPLAN CEILING and PARTITION LININGS - For 
the donation of Plastering supplies and services

WORLD CARPETS LABRADOR - For the donation of 
carpets

BEAULIEU AUSTRALIA - For the donation of carpets

AIRSTEP UNDERLAYS - For donation of carpet 
underlay

MASTER FLOOR PREPARERS - For donating Carpet 
Laying Services

MICHAEL QUIRKE ELECTRICAL - For donation of 
Electrical Services

HAYMANS ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES SURFERS 
PARADISE - For donation of electrical switches and 
components

SEQ FORMWORK - For the donation of all paints 
required

MR TIM NEWTON - MARINE SURVEYOR - Financial 
donation

Overall this project cost exceeded $15,000 and could 
not have been undertaken without the generosity of these 
businesses.

The Crew members and Radio Operators of VMR 
Southport, and the members of the public who use this facility 
through Organisations such as the Queensland Ambulance 
Service for First Aid Courses can now experience a totally 
modern room, fresh with new paint and dent free walls, new 
carpet, new lighting and electrical switches, new ceiling fans, 
new roller blinds, new training technology and a totally new 
atmosphere.

Stripped out and ready for re-fit

 The finished product from the front

The finished product from the back
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NotEaBle 
Jobs

by Glenn Norris

A man called VMR recently to report losing his anchor. It 
appeared that the anchor rope hadn’t been fastened to the vessel 

in the anchor well (which was the vessel’s front deck), and along with 
a totally inadequate length and size of anchor rope, and an even more 
inadequate way of securing the rope once let out, the rope freed itself, 
with the resultant outcome.

The mans request was for VMR to attend his location and use the 
outboard motors of the rescue vessel to hold his vessel against the tide 
for a short time, so he could go diving to see if he could find his anchor.

When asked if he had a rough idea where he lost his anchor, against 
his current position, the man replied “ I don’t really know, but I need 
to find it, as it belongs to a mate who doesn’t yet know that I have 
borrowed it. “

Soon after the man called VMR back to say he was out of trouble for 
the time being. No questions were asked how, why, or what he had done, 
but it was a totally irresponsible position for someone to find themselves 
in.

Sometimes you can be really unlucky, and for a passenger on a 
Commercial vessel recently, he was very unlucky. 

VMR Southport was activated to a vessel that had run aground at 
speed near Runaway Bay. A male passenger was reported to have a head 
injury. 

A crew with a First Responder was dispatched to find the vessel in 
quite a difficult location, with a man with his head heavily bandaged, 
ready to disembark onto the rescue vessel. 

The Skipper of the grounded vessel advised the impact of hitting 
the bottom had propelled the man forward, resulting in him falling and 
striking his head on the handle of a fire extinguisher. 

The fully conscious man was transferred onto the VMR vessel where 
a decision was made to leave the bandage in place as it was adequately 
controlling the bleeding underneath.

On arrival back at the VMR Base, where Queensland Ambulance 
Service Paramedics were waiting, the bandage was removed to disclose 
two very deep and nasty skull lacerations that required several stitches to 
close up. 

The man was transported to hospital for treatment of his injuries.
Not a good day at the office.

A frantic call was received recently from members of the general 
public on the South Wall of the Gold Coast Seaway, who 

reported a jetski and rider being smashed up on the rocks.
A VMR crew was immediately dispatched, arriving to find another 

jetski had picked up the rider, who was uninjured.
The young male was transferred onto the VMR vessel, where he 

became very clucky about his experience, stating this was the second 
time this had happened to him recently, and after an insurance claim 
for the first jetski, he was back on the water again with this latest jetski, 
which had had only 12 hours of use. This latest jetski was now in 3 
pieces as it couldn’t safely be retrieved from the rocks with the heavy 
swell of the day.

Furthermore the man was unworried, as his good mate was his 
Insurance Broker, and he would have no issues in approving his 
insurance claim for jetski number three.

To add insult to injury, not only was the jetski destroyed but Daddy’s 
car keys to the Audi were in the jetski console, along with a mobile 
phone, and they were now lost to the ocean, resulting in no way of 
driving the  vehicle home from the boatramp without great expense of a 
tow truck, or a locksmith.

Still unworried, as he was dropped off at the boatramp, our friend 
thanked VMR for helping him, and promised to sign up as a member, as 
he owed his life to them apparently.

The following morning a phone call was received at VMR from our 
heavily stressed friend. His Insurance Company was giving him grief 
and stated they would deny his claim if he could not retrieve the jetski 
as evidence of the incident. There was absolutely no chance of that 
happening

Insurance is a tough gig sometimes!!!!

Another jetski rider had an unwanted experience recently when 
his craft began to run rough while he was jumping waves on 

the north side of the Seaway. The man called VMR for a tow when he 
believed he saw a large flame shoot out of the side of the jetski. The 
engine cut out immediately and wouldnt re-start. A Water Police vessel 
also in the area at the time attended and bought the jetski and rider into 
the Seaway, where VMR took over the tow back to the boatramp. The 
man contacted VMR a few days later to say his mechanic had said the 
jetski had severely overheated, so in essence it may have been lucky 
there weren’t more severe consequences.

A local yachtie, had an unwanted experience recently when he ran 
his 42 foot vessel aground north of the Seaway. VMR didn’t 

need the experience that resulted either. Being steel construction and 
extremely heavy made the job of ungrounding the vessel much harder. 
Even more difficult was the attitude of the Skipper, who expected the 
world of the VMR crew, whilst criticizing everything they did to try to 
help him. On the first occasion the crew visited, the man was told he 
needed to wait for the tide to rise more to make the ungrounding attempt 
easier. Being close to midnight when this occurred, the man was told 
to ring VMR when his vessel was floating. With no call received closer 
to the high tide, and several calls from VMR made to the man, with no 
answer, the crew decided to visit the mans location, but were unable 
to raise his attention on the vessel. After returning to Base an abusive 
phone call was received stating he was asleep, and why didn’t VMR just 
tow him off. Answer simple - vessel still firmly on bottom - wait until 
tomorrows higher tide. Very unhappy man.

Next days high tide, Bingo, VMR called again and was able to tow 
the vessel off the sand, only to return to Base to receive a phone call that 
the vessel is aground again, in exactly the same spot where the crew had 
previously retrieved the Skipper and his vessel. VMR attend again but 
unable to unground the vessel.

Two days later, after the vessel was on its side for this whole period, 
VMR called again on high tide, and was successful in ungrounding the 
vessel using two rescue vessels, with Water Police standing by to attend 
to any further criticism by the yachtie. As expected, the criticism came 
and was very professionally dealt with by the attending Police Officers, 
who also ensured the Skipper moved his yacht to a totally different area 
so this dilemma couldn’t occur again.

No matter how hard you try, you cant please everyone.
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“Marine Rescue 2, this is Water Police Vessel ‘Hart‘, can you 
expedite your speed please?” This was an unusual radio message, but 
one that underlined the urgency of a rescue situation that unfolded on a 
soaking wet and windy day in late July.

A four metre runabout had proceeded offshore with three persons 
onboard, in what were poor conditions, further deteriorating with the 
advent of an outgoing tide and an increasing wind strength.

Whilst attempting to return through the Gold Coast Seaway with 
a breaking swell of 2.5 – 3 metres, the vessel’s crew fell overboard, 
initially being rescued by the Commercial Vessel MV Grinner.  MV 
Grinner initially called for assistance from the Gold Coast Water 
Police, who responded with their new vessel ‘ Hart ‘, which attempted 
to salvage the stricken boat, whilst making a radio call for assistance 
from VMR Southport to transport the wet and cold crew members back 
through the Seaway to the VMR Base.

Unfortunately, due to the unexpected 
extremely heavy rainfall over the weekend, 
the vessel had become submerged on our 
arrival on the Monday. Luckily though, the 
boat was hanging vertically in the water 
being kept afloat by an air pocket in the bow.

The MV Grinner put a line onto the bow of the boat in an attempt 
to right it by moving swiftly ahead – but there was no joy with this 
manoeuvre.  

A second line was attached to the stern of the sunken vessel by a 
Fisheries Queensland diver aboard MV Grinner. This line was then 
attached to VMR vessel Marine Rescue 1. With a combined forward 
momentum from the two vessels this was enough to raise the vessel, 
allowing Marine Rescue 1 to drop its attached line, whilst MV Grinner 
was able to get the small vessel onto the plane, allowing about 75% of 
the water onboard to be removed.  

On arrival at the scene three very anxious persons were transferred 
from the MV Grinner to an Inflatable vessel that was in the area at the 
time, and then across to Marine Rescue 2 which then proceeded back 
into the Broadwater, through a very rough Seaway entrance.

Everything went as well as expected, and much to their delight 
the three boaties were treated to warm coffee and cakes, whilst being 
interviewed by the Water Police.

Back at the scene of the incident the small runabout had drifted 
well to the south, and given the poor weather and swell conditions, and 
the onset of nightfall, the call was made by the Authorities on scene to 
secure the vessel to one of the buoys supporting the Shark Nets, in the 
vicinity of the Scottish Prince Wreck. The plan was for VMR, the Water 
Police and Queensland Fisheries Officers aboard the MV Grinner, to 
recover the vessel the following Monday morning.

The diver then climbed back aboard and bailed out the rest of 
the water before MV Grinner towed the runabout back to the Marine 
Stadium boat ramp where Marine Rescue 1 was able to side tow it onto 
the beach, to await its owner who was driving down from Brisbane.

All in all, this rescue mission didn’t need to occur. The weather 
conditions were poor, and the vessels occupants didn’t need to be 
doing what they were doing. As a result, their vessel will probably be 
destroyed, and the danger that this situation created for those involved 
in the rescue and retrieval, on both days, was unnecessary, Please think 
about the consequences of what may go wrong next time you venture out 
to sea in inclement weather.

A BAD DAY AT THE OFFICE – PART 1

THE RETRIEVAL – PART 2

It Happens . . . .
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Rules for watching marine 
mammals

There are a number of rules that are in place to make sure marine 
mammals can live naturally in Queensland waters without being 
disturbed, while at the same time allowing us to watch them in 
safety.

An explanation of these rules is provided below. 

Approach distances for 
whales and dolphins
Approach distances reduce the risk of disturbing whales or 
dolphins. They apply to boats, prohibited vessels (including jet 
skis and hovercraft), aircraft (including helicopters) and people 
who are in the water.

Approach distances for dugongs only apply where a Special 
Management Declaration has been made.

Approach distances are divided into caution zones and no 
approach zones.

Caution zones
The ‘caution’ zone is an area surrounding a whale or dolphin in 
which boats cannot travel at speeds of more than six knots or 
speeds that create a wake. The caution zone extends out 300 
metres from a whale, and 150 metres for a dolphin.

No approach zones
Within a caution zone there are areas designated as ‘no 
approach’ zones that boats cannot enter. These are the areas 
closest to an animal and directly in front of and behind an animal. 
For a whale, the no approach zone surrounds the animal for 100 
metres and extends 300 metres in front of and behind the animal. 
For dolphins, the no approach zone surrounds the animal for 50 
metres and extends 150 metres in front of and behind the animal.

Something to think about...
A fully loaded semi-trailer weighs 36 tonnes. A fully-grown 
humpback whale weighs up to 45 tonnes. You wouldn’t stand in 
front of a moving semi-trailer, so why would you put your boat in 
the way of a whale?

The ‘3-boat rule’
A boat cannot enter a caution zone if three boats are 
already present within the caution zone of an animal. If 
there are boats waiting to enter a caution zone, boats inside the 
zone should ‘share the water’ by moving away after they have had 
an opportunity to watch a whale or a dolphin.

When a marine mammal       
approaches a boat
If a whale approaches a boat so that the boat is within the caution 
zone, the boat must not operate at a speed more than six knots or 
at a speed that creates a wake. If a whale approaches a boat so 
that the boat is within the no approach zone, the operator of the 
boat must turn its engines off or disengage its gears, or withdraw 
from the no approach zone at a speed that is less than six knots 
and doesn’t create a wake.

If a dolphin approaches a boat within the caution zone or the no 
approach zone, a moving boat can continue on its way as long as 
any change in speed or direction is made gradually in a way that 
is unlikely to disturb the dolphin, particularly if it is bow riding. The 
boat may even slow down or stop to watch the dolphin providing it 
does so in a way that does not disturb it.

                          Watching  Marine  MammalsRules for
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When a marine mammal       
appears disturbed
If a marine mammal shows signs of disturbance (e.g. acting in an 
aggressive manner, changing its breathing patterns) a boat must 
withdraw beyond the caution zone at a speed that is not more 
than six knots so as to not create a wake.

Other situations where        
specific approach distances 
apply
Specific approach distances also apply for the following:

•	 ‘prohibited’ vessels (e.g. jet skis and hovercraft): not 
within 300 metres of a whale or a dolphin

•	 a person: entering the water to approach a whale within 
100 metres or a dolphin within 50 metres

•	 aircraft: not within 300 metres of a whale or a dolphin

•	 helicopter: not within 500 metres of a whale or a dolphin, 
and no hovering above a marine mammal.

In the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park and other Commonwealth 
waters, boats must not come within 300 metres of a whale calf or 
within 150 metres of a dolphin calf. If a calf appears, causing a 
boat to be within a no approach zone, the boat should stop with 
the engines turned off or the gears disengaged, or the boat should 
withdraw at a slow, constant speed.  

Special Management           
Declarations
The Special Management Declaration framework gives marine 
mammals additional protection when it is required and provides a 
flexible and streamlined management tool for responding quickly 
to situations where marine mammals are under threat.

Special Management Declarations can be either temporary or 
permanent and made for animals (special management marine 
mammal declarations) or areas (special management area 
declarations) that need to be given greater protection or require 
additional management.

At present there are two permanent Special Management 
Declarations. One has been made declaring Migaloo and other 
humpback whales that are more than 90% white to be special 
management marine mammals. This means boats and prohibited 
vessels cannot approach within 500 metres of a predominantly 
white whale and aircraft cannot approach within 610 metres.

Special Management Declarations can be made in different 
situations including when:

•	 an animal is at risk of stranding

•	 a calf becomes separated from its mother or group

•	 a female marine mammal is about to, or has recently, 
given birth

•	 dugongs need additional protection to help them recover 
from habitat loss when their usual seagrass feeding area 
has been damaged or destroyed by a natural disaster.

General boating regulations 
around marine mammals
Please follow these general rules to protect marine mammals:

•	 Never restrict the path of a marine mammal or cause it to 
change direction.

•	 Never drive a boat into a pod or herd of marine 
mammals causing it to divide into smaller groups.

•	 Do not deposit rubbish near, make a loud or sudden 
noise near, or attempt to touch or feed a marine 
mammal, unless it is part of an authorised dolphin 
feeding program.

Report any sick, injured or dead marine mammals or marine 
turtles by contacting the department on 1300 130 372.

                          Watching  Marine  Mammals
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Mark’s story came to a head fifteen years ago. At the time he had 
very little awareness of his anxiety disorder. Returning to university 
in his 30s to study marketing and management and then to become a 
certified financial planner, he found himself juggling study, raising a 
young family and working full-time in his financial-planning company.

‘It was when his business partner started noticing errors that Mark 
discovered he had undiagnosed dyslexia, attention deficit hyperactivity 
disorder (ADHD) and an anxiety disorder. It was a confronting  
experience for Mark and his anxiety intensified to a new level.

‘At the age of 45 when I became aware of my mental illness and 
other conditions—although I had always struggled—the diagnosis was 
shattering,’ he said.

Mark explained he had often found life tough but always soldiered 
on with a positive mindset, winning hearts with a strong work ethic and 
well-honed people skills.

When he was diagnosed, Mark confided in his wife at the time, but 
chose not to tell his children or anyone else. He feared others would 
meet him with judgement and prejudice. But his anxiety became 
debilitating—he came to understand a pounding heart and sweaty palms 
were symptoms of a panic attack that would often leave him shaking, 
fearful and breathless.

‘I constantly felt overwhelmed and almost immobilised,’ he said.
Eventually Mark agreed to get professional help, which set his 

course back to health. He connected with a psychologist, who helped 
him recognise and respond to each experience with awareness. Mark’s 
life transformed and what was once a source of confusion, became 
his resolute mission to connect with others. He was very driven and 
was certainly not going to allow this to get in the way of his lifelong 
ambitions.

Transforming a passion into a pursuit
A couple of years after the diagnosis, Mark sold his financial 

planning business and joined the Gold Coast Volunteer Marine Rescue 
(VMR) Queensland to keep active and maintain his pride. What began 
as an act of reconnection became the source of inspiration for a new 
business.

After a couple of years volunteering with  VMR, combined with 
seeing a psychologist, Mark purchased his charter boat Life’s Good. 
Mark’s psychologist recognised the positive effect of owning his own 
business again, and the effect the water was having on Mark, so he 
suggested Mark start a cruise experience with a focus on mental health 
and wellbeing. Mark started offering his monthly sunset charity cruise, 
with all the suffering from anxiety and depression. They created a space 
for a couple of hours once a month for passengers to enjoy the Gold 
Coast waterways and share their stories as they chose.

‘When I started to do the sunset cruise towards the end of 2018, it 
was at this point that I told the world about my experience with anxiety, 
and learning and behavioural  difficulties. As a result of sharing my 
personal history, I was able to invite others to share their stories,’ Mark 
said.

Mark’s purpose in the world was rediscovered on the water and he 
is ever grateful for his time with the VMR. Mark’s  experience with 
mental illness has been a long and challenging personal journey, but 
with support he has managed to discover that life really is good. Mental 
health and wellbeing rather than mental illness, is now his driving force.

 

Straight sailing: Mark Raff at the helm of Life’s Good – Image supplied

Chartering a course to
mental wellbeing

Gold Coast skipper and cruise-boat operator Mark Raff 
is a local ambassador for mental  health  and wellbeing.  

Mark started  a free monthly Sunset  Charity Cruise on the 
Gold Coast in 2018 to raise awareness and money for a 

number of organisations including  Beyond  Blue. For Mark, 
helping  others  and sharing his story was a turning point for 

his own mental health—but it wasn’t easy.

By Becca Posterino
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A bit about me

I grew up in Ipswich, Queensland, and had a wonderful childhood 
enjoying most outdoor activities.

I loved playing Rugby League and swimming.  I even got to play 
as a member of the Queensland State Rugby League schoolboy side, 
that played against New South Wales. My working life began as an 
apprentice Electrician, and I later studied mechanical engineering where 
I was admitted to the Institution of Engineers Australia. (MIEAust)

Looking to work on bigger and more challenging projects my wife 
Judy and our young family left Australia for South Africa in 1969. There 
I worked as the Construction Engineer for the mechanical services on 
the Trust Bank Building Project in Johannesburg, before joining a Cape 
Town based national consulting engineering group, as Chief Engineer. 

I returned to Australia and settled in Sydney, becoming a Director 
of a national consulting engineering firm, before then moving on to 
establish their office in Singapore.

I established my own consulting engineering practise in 1993 in 
Brisbane. 

Why did I join VMR?

When people asked me why I joined VMR Southport I have to say 
that it was not for any altruistic reason. A mate of mine suggested it 
because at the time there was a call for new Radio Operators. That was 
six years ago, and I have to say that they have been six very enjoyable 
years. I am a Radio Operator and enjoy being a cog in the machinery 
of this great Squadron. The training and requirements of the job keep 
me on my toes and make me feel proud to be a member of such a well-
run public-spirited Organisation, that is so much a part of the boating 
community. 

What do I enjoy most about being a member of 
VMR?

Well, the obvious thing to say is simply everything. After all it is 
a volunteer Organisation and I would not be here if I did not like it. It 
is hard to be specific, however, it is fair to say that there is a feeling 
of satisfaction about doing the job, and it is pleasing to be able to be 
associated with other likeminded people. 

Perhaps I should confess that being able to do the early morning 
opening shift at the Seaway Tower and see a new day break makes me 
feel good. 

What do I do in my spare time? 

I suppose I am like most people and love to travel, but more and 
more I find myself spending time searching the internet for interesting 
events of our past. Writing historical fiction takes up most of my time 
and I am pleased to say that I published my first book of short stories in 
May this year. 

My future intentions with VMR

I am hoping for nothing more than to receive a 10-year service 
badge. With a bit of luck, I will be able to continue climbing those stairs 
at the Seaway Tower for a few more years.

   Portrait of a VMR 
Volunteer

John Griffiths
RADIO OPERATOR

JOINED VMR JUNE 2013
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If you’ve been to The Spit recently you may have noticed new 
construction activity underway.

Gold Coast Waterways Authority has started work on two projects 
which are part of the Queensland Government’s wider Spit Master Plan 
implementation.

The Gold Coast community helped shape the Master Plan through 
an intensive 18-month process which saw more than 23,000 pieces of 
feedback received and conversations held with thousands of people at 
pop-up sessions and other events.

When the plan was released in May 2019, the Queensland 
Government announced it would invest $60 million to begin its 
implementation.

As part of that investment, GCWA is delivering the Moondarewa 
Spit foreshore improvement and the Seaway Promenade projects in 
partnership with the Department of State Development, Tourism and 
Innovation. They should be finished in time for the Christmas holidays. 

The two projects are pumping more than $5 million into the local 
economy and creating 17 jobs for Gold Coasters with Burleigh Heads 
firm Hazell Bros Queensland winning the contracts to deliver new 
spaces for Gold Coast locals and visitors to enjoy at The Spit.

GCWA CEO Hal Morris said these projects will create more public 
spaces at the top of The Spit where people can be out in the open 
enjoying the best of what the Gold Coast’s waterways and foreshores 
have to offer.

‘We really want to put The Spit on the map as one of the Gold 
Coast’s must-see destinations. 

‘When the Master Plan launched, we talked about creating an ocean 
park to rival New York’s Central Park or London’s Hyde Park.

‘Well, I think we can go one better. No other place in the world has a 
public open space like The Spit with its position between the Broadwater 
and the ocean.

‘We are keen to work with the community, the City, sports and 
boating groups and event organisers for example to bring this precinct to 
life. 

‘I can see some exciting opportunities opening up to attract and 
create cultural, sporting and social events that celebrate the links 
between the foreshore and our beautiful waterways.’

Mr Morris said the final designs for the projects under construction 
have been developed with the community’s input into the Spit Master 
Plan in mind. 

Features of the two new projects include: 

Seaway Promenade design elements
• Iconic destination at the end of the Seawall where visitors 

can sit and take in the amazing 360-degree views from the 
Broadwater to Surfers Paradise 

• A wide, safe, and accessible promenade running to the end of 
the south rock wall

The Spit reimagined bringing the 
vision for the 
Gold Coast’s 
ocean park 

to life
• An arrival feature at the intersection of Federation Walk and the 

Promenade with seating, shade and drinking fountains
• Emergency access stairs which will allow safe access to and 

from the Seaway
• Seating and viewing areas along the sea wall and
• Landscape improvements including shade trees, gardens, and 

open turf areas for picnicking.
Moondarewa Spit foreshore parkland improvements
• A seating area at the end of Moondarewa where visitors can 

enjoy views across the Broadwater 
• A new architecturally designed public amenities block
• A 3m wide path running to the end of Moondarewa Spit which 

will be shaded with native tree species
• Architecturally designed shelters, picnic tables, drinking 

fountains and beach showers and
• Foreshore planting and restoration works.

An animated video showing the final designs is available at https://
gcwa.qld.gov.au/spit-master-plan-projects-injecting-5-million-into-local-
economy/

It’s not only the Spit Master Plan keeping GCWA busy in the 
precinct. 

Over the past 12 months, the decking on the Sand Bypass System 
jetty has undergone a major upgrade to support the System’s ongoing 
operation and maintenance.

The ten jet pumps on the jetty require frequent maintenance which 
can only be undertaken when lifted from the sea floor with a crane 
positioned on the jetty deck.

To ensure this maintenance continues effectively, GCWA has 
invested $3.35 million to upgrade the width of the jetty near each pump 
for the crane to continue to safely operate. Extra structural beams were 
also installed beneath the deck.

Built in 1986, the Gold Coast Sand Bypass System plays an 
integral part in keeping the entrance to the Gold Coast Seaway safe and 
navigable. The system pumps at least 500,000 cubic metres of sand 
under the Seaway to South Stradbroke Island every year to ensure the 
Seaway entrance remains clear. 

The Gold Coast’s multi-billion-dollar tourism, recreational and 
marine industries rely on the safe access to the Seaway and the 
waterways supported by the Sand Bypass System.

Mr Morris said further work to be done in the coming year will see 
the Sand Bypass System’s high voltage switchgear upgraded and a new 
access ramp installed at the entry point to the jetty.

‘The Sand Bypass System has been reliably pumping sand north and 
helping keep the Seaway open for boaties for more than 30 years, relying 
on the same high voltage switching gear installed back in the late 1980s.

‘It’s done a great job, but some parts are reaching the end of their 
natural life so it’s time for us to upgrade them in line with modern 
operational and safety standards.’

The jetty has been off-limits to the public whilst the works have been 
underway. With December in view as the finishing date, and depending 
on COVID-19 restrictions, GCWA is hoping to do something special to 
celebrate a busy year at The Spit.



14 Volunteer Marine Rescue SOUTHPORT

A L L  I N C L U S I V E

BOAT MAINTENANCE SPECIAL

|  07 5502 5888

Make the most of our all-inclusive hassle free boat maintenance 
special for boats up to 55-feet.

         Included
• Haulout & return to water      
• Waterblast & environmental levy      
• 4 days hardstand (upgrade to undercover for $4/ft)      
• Antifoul paint & application      
• Vessel washdown & chamois before launch
• Complimentary running gear check    
• Complimentary project management for all     
  required works

Special Add-Ons & Upgrade Options Available: Propspeed, anodes, hull machine compound polish. 

All included for ONLY $69 per foot for boats up to 55-feet.

Call us NOW on 5502 5888 or email info@gccm.com.au and quote ‘GET READY & GO 
BOATING DEAL’ to obtain a written quote for all required works and secure this special.

Please note all inclusive special rate applies to vessels up to 55ft.  Over 55ft vessels subject to quote – call today to enquire,  Antifoul component based on select 
products only – Jotun Seavictor 40 & International Awlcraft.  Alternative products by quote.  Flybridge vessels will incur an extra $3 per foot charge for vessel 
washdown component.  O�er available for vessels booked and lifted prior to 30 November 2020.   Subject to availability.

Lift, Waterblast, 
Hardstand, Antifoul, 

Running gear, 
Washdown

$69/ft

PROUD SUPPORTER OF

Volunteer Marine Rescue

SOUTHPORT

VMRVMR400
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About Gold Coast City Marina and Shipyard
GCCM is situated on 17.5 hectares of zoned 

waterfront industry land which fronts the Coomera 
River at Waterway Drive with an additional $100 
million 20-hectare expansion in the pipeline. The 
marina and shipyard form an integral part of the 
250-hectare ‘Gold Coast Marine Precinct’, and 
GCCM is the largest refit and repair facility of 
its kind in the Southern Hemisphere. GCCM is 

located 20 kilometres from Surfers Paradise and 60 
Kilometres from the Brisbane CBD.

https://www.gccm.com.au/ 

 GCCM completes new                   
    undercover hardstand

Gold Coast City Marina & Shipyard (GCCM) has now 
completed the construction of expansive new undercover hardstand 
areas with additional blasting and painting facilities to meet growing 
demand from 50ft-plus vessels.

 With the existing refit sheds operating at capacity, GCCM’s owners 
saw the need to invest in increased undercover works spaces providing 
improved flexibility to meet the ever-increasing and diverse size 
requirements of visiting vessels.  The sprawling new construction is the 
latest addition in the ongoing development of the comprehensive award-
winning marina and shipyard, now celebrating its 20th year in operation.

 The open-plan structure caters for a multitude of vessels up to 100 
feet with an 18-metre clearance to complete all weather works with 
an increased height capacity not previously offered on the Gold Coast.  
Additionally, the building includes an autonomous blast and painting bay 
which can also be used for specialised refit work when required.  

 “We have expanses of open hardstand as well as 18 enclosed 
sheds for vessels from 5 metres up to 45 metres.  The new undercover 
work bays provide an option between those two.  They allow for the 
flexibility of open hardstand whilst presenting the all-weather option of a 
shed.  The blast bay also allows sensitive work to be completed without 

affecting those around them,” explained Kevin Altera, General Manager 
of Operations and Business Development.

 
After years of sponsoring and supporting the Australian game fishing 

community, it was no surprise to GCCM that the new undercover work 
bays have been very attractive to game fishing boats whose towers often 
limit their options for all weather work areas.

 “We’ve been long time participants and supporters of the game 
fishing community, including the Gold Coast Gamefishing Club, as both 
a business and as a family.  We spend a lot of time with the boats and 
their captains listening to their feedback.  It was loud and clear they were 
looking for undercover hardstand space which would cover their towers 
and allow them to work in any weather so they can get back on the water 
faster,” offered GCCM’s CEO, Mr Trenton Gay.

 In more recent years the iconic Australian marine facility has 
invested significantly in larger lifting equipment, a new Superyacht work 
basin, human capital and a new IT/CRM program, a Crew gym/breakout 
area and three new multipurpose showrooms/workshops.  Plans for 
Stage 2 development, which will more than double the size and lifting 
capacity of GCCM, are also currently in design and approval.
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ACTIVE  MEMBER 
PROMOTIONS

Active Members who have 
achieved higher ranking

Congratulations to:
COXSWAIN

TREVOR BELLIS
CRAIG MALONEY

INSHORE SKIPPER ENDORSED
MARY JANE MICHELMORE

INSHORE SKIPPER
SCOTT JAMES

SENIOR CREW
PETER BELL

KATY COUNSELL
JUSTIN DUNN

CREW
MARNIE O’NEILL

RADIO OPERATOR
RAY SPITERI

ACTiVATiONS MAY
2020

JuNE
2020

JuLY
2020

Towed Vessels 42 42 53

Jump Starts 11 2 3

Pump Outs 4 2 2

Transporting

Fire 1

Standby

Medical 2 4 1

Searches 1

Dispersals 1 1

Public Relations 3 1

Crew Training 51 54 50

Groundings 7 7 5

Other 3 3 4

Investgate 1 4

TOTALS 126 121 118

SOME STATS

A Magician was working on a cruise ship in the 
Caribbean.

The audience was different each week so he did the 
same tricks over and over. 

The Ship Captain’s Parrot saw all the shows and 
began to understand how the Magician did every trick.

After a while the Parrot started shouting in the middle of each show: ‘Look, it’s 
not the same hat, Look, he’s hiding the flowers under the table, Hey, why are 
all the cards the ace of spades?’ 

The Magician was becoming furious at the Parrot spoiling the show every 
time, however, as the Parrot was the Captains, and the Captain was the 
Magicians mate, he could do nothing about the annoying Parrot.

One day the ship sank and the Magician found himself floating on a piece of 
wood with only the Parrot.

They glared at each other for hours on end but neither spoke.

Finally, after a week, the parrot said: ‘OK, I give up. Where’s the bloody boat?’

A young boy arrived at Sunday 
School late.

His teacher knew the boy was 
usually very prompt and asked him 
if anything was wrong.

“No”, said the boy, “it was just that I was going fishing in the boat with my Dad, when 
he told me that I needed to go to church instead”.

The teacher was very impressed and asked the boy if his Dad had explained to him 
why it was more important to go to church than to go fishing?

The boy replied, “Yes he did. Dad said he didn’t have enough bait for the both of us.”

VMR Southport’s Charter

To save and assist in saving life and 
property at sea.

To provide personnel and equipment 
in order to carry out search and 

rescue operations at sea and on the 
Gold Coast waterways.

To liaise and work with other marine 
rescue groups.

To undertake campaigns to educate 
members of the boating public in 

matters of marine safety.
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super snaps

A couple of happy campers, with an unhappy outboard motor

New members in Survival at Sea Training

Getting ready to be towed home by VMR

VMR standing off a 
Houseboat inferno in 
the Pimpama River

A beautiful sky to end a beautiful winters day



PLEASE SUPPORT THESE LOCAL BUSINESSES WHO SUPPORT VMR SOUTHPORT
TRADE & SERVICES DIRECTORY
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E: info@evolutionsails.com.au
W: www.evolutionsails.com.au
27/231 Brisbane Road, Labrador

evolution

Evolution
Sailmakers

Graham Sherring
Ph:  55 377433

Corey Donnelly 
0433 507578
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