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Hi Everyone and welcome to the end of 2020, a year which will go down in history for many 
a wrong reason. I sincerely hope that you all have weathered the events of this year, and that this 
message finds you all in good health, and moving forward towards hopefully a much better 2021.

My name is Glenn Norris, and I am the new President of VMR Southport. I have been a 
member of this wonderful Organisation for almost 25 years. Stepping up to the top position has 
always been a goal of mine, after previously serving 18 years as the Operations Controller. I 
hold the rank of Inshore Skipper Endorsed, and I am also a Queensland Ambulance Service First 
Responder with VMR. I look forward to helping to guide VMR Southport through the next 12 
months, with the preparation of the acquisition / refurbishment of two new Rescue vessels, the 
development of a new user friendly website, that gives simple promotion of what VMR does, 
and why all boat owners should become members and supporters, and the continued general 
management of this Squadron to ensure that our members receive first class training, are provided 
with the necessary resources to undertake their work, and that our stakeholders are provided with 
the best possible level of marine rescue assistance.

The past 8 months has seen a massive disruption in most peoples lives with the COVID 
pandemic, and the operations of VMR Southport have also been affected greatly. In saying that, 
we have been exceptionally lucky and blessed that none of our Active Members have become 
ill with the virus, however, this event has seen some of the busiest workload this Organisation 
has ever experienced. 2020 will see VMR Southport perform more than 80 extra marine rescue 
activations to that of an average year. Have we, as a volunteer Organisation been able to cope 
with this? Yes we have. How? By implementing procedures and plans that have ensured the safety 
of our members. This has involved good crew number management by restricting the number of 
crew members and Radio Operators on duty at any one time, stricter and more thorough cleaning 
procedures of our Rescue Base and Rescue vessels, the practice of physical, and social distancing 
amongst our members to limit the risk of transmission of the virus, the more stringent use of 
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE), as well as ensuring that whenever we attend a rescue 
activation, those we are assisting are afforded the best possible service, with the safest possible 
protection provided to them. Have we struggled to do this? No, because everyone has co-operated 
in order to look after each other. So, what is the moral of my story? Thank you to everyone, 
both to our VMR members and our customers, for your patience and understanding in getting us 
through this situation, up until now, without incident. Without this combined effort we could not 
have achieved this.

A precedent has already been set on how busy VMR can get, and as we move into the busiest 
period of the year it begs one to wonder how much heavier the workload can get. VMR Southport 
is very well geared to cope with any workload presented. Given this, there is one thing that could 
really help us out. Please prepare your vessel before you venture out over this holiday period. 
Have you serviced your vessels engines? Is your vessel seaworthy? Do you have adequate fuel? 
Have you told someone where you are going? Have you checked the weather and sea conditions? 
Is your VMR membership current? These are all questions that if answered in the affirmative will 
make your day on the water so much more enjoyable, with a much lower risk of needing to meet 
up with a rescue situation.

May I wish everyone a very merry Christmas, and a safe and prosperous New Year, assuring 
you that VMR Southport volunteers are on call 24 hours / 7 days a week. Please do not hesitate to 
call if you need assistance.

Stay safe on the water. We don’t want to meet you by accident.

Thank you again for your support of VMR Southport.

Marine Rescue 1
Marine Rescue 2
Marine Rescue 4

at Gold Coast City Marina
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NotEaBle 
Jobs

by Glenn Norris

A man called VMR recently to advise of his predicament of being 
grounded on a sandbank near Runaway Bay. After the necessary 

questions were asked, it was determined that, because of a falling tide, 
the mans vessel was in too shallow water for VMR to assist, without the 
possibility of causing damage. The man accepted this and was happy to 
wait time out until the tide rose again. The man further advised of his 
embarrassment, stating that his vessel was on its maiden voyage with 
brand new engines just fitted. At the time of being grounded, the engines 
had had 12 minutes of use. 

On a weekend recently, a crew was called to assist the Gold Coast 
Water Police with a 16 metre unmanned yacht, that had dragged 

anchor and was banging on the North Wall of the Gold Coast Seaway. 
The yacht had mysteriously drifted down un-noticed from the Currigee 
area on the outgoing tide. The vessel was secured, and towed back to the 
VMR swing mooring. Some days later the owner arrived to collect his 
yacht, where it was moved back to Currigee again. Nearly three months 
on, and VMR Southport received an early morning phone call from 
the Water Police requesting assistance with a vessel that was offshore, 
north east of the Seaway, drifting unmanned in the very dangerous 
area of Deadman’s Bank. Mysteriously, same yacht as previously. 
With some decent swells and occasional white water interfering in the 
recovery process, plus extreme difficulty in raising an anchor that had 
now grabbed the bottom, a VMR Crew along with a Water Police crew 
again managed to secure the vessel, which was very heavy with a serious 
amount of water aboard. It was towed back to the VMR swing mooring 
once again. After some very stern words from the Constabulary, the 
owner has been advised to take more care of his vessel, and to get some 
decent anchors for the size and weight of the vessel, as well as mooring 
in an area not so heavily affected by tidal movement.

A crew was recently called to assist a hired houseboat which was 
taking on water in the northern Broadwater area. Upon arrival it 

appeared the houseboat had been driven nose first up onto the bank. As 
a result, the vessel was at a very precarious angle, which allowed the 
incoming tide to flood the stern of the vessel, resulting in water pouring 
in, sinking the rear half of the houseboat. The occupants were nearby, 
and quite shocked at the situation at hand. The vessel could not be 
pumped out, and was retrieved by professional salvage operators some 
days later, in a very damaged state.
It appears the houseboat was parked in its position intentionally so the 
occupants could go ashore. Bad decision, as common sense would tell 
anyone the final result was imminent. An expensive weekend for a lot 
of people, especially the houseboat owner, who now has an unusable, 
wrecked houseboat.

The Queensland Ambulance Service contacted VMR recently 
requesting transport for Emergency Paramedics to a female who 

had received burns at a camp site north of the Gold Coast Seaway. As 
the VMR rescue vessel approached the given location, a small tinny met 
VMR with a patient who had two burnt feet. The girl had accidentally 
stepped in the fire whilst camping. The Paramedics immediately went 
into action to cool the burns, whilst also addressing the extreme pain the 
girl was experiencing. A return trip was made to the VMR Base where 
the girl was transported to hospital for further treatment.

A group of fisherman had a wet start to their days fishing recently 
when their vessel sank as they launched it at a Southport boat 

ramp. Three of the four fisherman were in the 6 Metre Plate Aluminium 
Fishing Boat when it was reversed down the ramp, and released into the 
water, minus the bungs. All were thrown in the water, but managed to 
safely swim to shore. VMR were called to the scene, and given that the 
occupants were non English speaking, some quick interpretation was 
undertaken, and as a goodwill gesture the owners Insurance Company 
was contacted by VMR, on the owners behalf. Much to the disbelief of 
the Insurance Company, the vessel, which was brand new, and had only 
been taken delivery of, and registered and insured the previous day, was 
now floating nose up in the Broadwater. Even of more disbelief was the 
salesman who sold the boat, who was also contacted. He advised it was a 
$70,000 package.
The Insurance Company quickly had an Assessor on site, and the vessel 
was recovered to the owners trailer.
A very expensive days fishing for all parties. Its always wise to do a pre- 
launch check before you reach the water

Late on a weekday evening recently, VMR Southport was contacted 
by the Queensland Police Service to assist with the search for a 

missing person in the ocean off Surfers Paradise. Witnesses reported 
seeing the man enter the water from the beach just after 11pm, however 
nobody saw him exit. As a result a full scale search was commenced. A 
VMR crew was dispatched to the area, along with a Water Police vessel, 
however the search was suspended after a while due to poor visibility, 
and reasonably unpleasant sea conditions. For several days following 
this incident it was reported in the media, and eventually a male came 
forward claiming he was the person responsible. The man stated he was 
just having a late night swim to cool down. 
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The 6th May this year welcomed the newest addition to 
the Gold Coast Water Police vessel fleet. The vessel 

was built by Mornington based boat builder Hart Marine in 
Melbourne and took over 2 years from initial design phase 
to delivery. Hart Marine was selected due to their reputation 
for building high quality Patrol and Pilot vessels across the 
country. This is the 3rd Queensland Police vessel delivered 
from Hart Marine. 

The design of the vessel needed to include capabilities 
such as speed, long range endurance, a shallow draught, and 
towing ability. The vessel is surveyed 2C, has a hard-collared 
hull, is just on 20 tonnes, 13.2 metres LOA, has a beam of 
4.9 metres and a draught of .9 of a metre. Fuel capacity is 
2700 litres. The cruise speed is 25knots at 1950 rpm, giving 
it a comfortable operational range of 300 nautical miles and 
20% fuel reserve.  

The hull is comprised of 22mm thick GRP (Reinforced 
plastic) designed with a wave piercing bow, providing 
stability, while giving it a very capable ability to ride through 
rough seas. As well as being fitted out with the latest modern 

technology available in electronics for safety and specifically 
search and rescue requirements, one of these features is an 
electronic directional finder which is used in search and rescue 
operations to home in on an EPIRB activation which basically 
points to and guides the vessel to the activated device. 

Below deck inside the engine room is the vessels 
powerplant. She is powered by twin Scania DI13 076M, 12.7 
litre, in line 6-cylinder twin turbocharged diesel engines, 
which are rated at 607kw(814hp) of power each. The 
propulsion units are Hamilton HJ403 waterjets providing the 
thrust to move this vessel onto the plane, reaching a maximum 
speed of over 40 knots. The concept of the jet units combined 
with a shallow draught eliminates potential of causing damage 
to propellers, shafts or legs. Trim tabs also assist the vessel to 
reduce pitching in seas from any direction.

The vessel has not been officially named yet, although will 
be formally named in honour of an Officer in the near future. 

The Hart vessel now compliments the Gold Coast’s fleet 
and sits proudly where its predecessor the QPV DA Shean used 
to live. The DA Shean had served the Gold Coast well and was 
there for countless rescues, searches and significant marine 

and aviation incidents for around 16 years. Now this new 
Patrol vessel will assist the Gold Coast Water Police and 
serve the Gold Coast marine community well into the 
future.

Did you know the Gold Coast Water Police was 
established in 1985 with only 4 staff? It is currently 
staffed with 14 officers, 3 vessels and 2 PWC’s.  The 
area of responsibility for the GCWP extends from the 
NSW border at Tweed Heads to the Southern Moreton 
Bay Islands, Logan River south and all canals, rivers 
and Dams of the Gold Coast, which amounts to 
approximately 400 km of waterways, and of course out 
to sea as far as the EEZ if required. In addition to the 
waterways, Officers from GCWP also coordinate land 
based search and rescue operations that incorporates 
everything inside a land area from the Tweed border, 
extending west out to Rathdowney, Jimboomba, Browns 
Plains, Logan, Rochedale and Carbrook.

Author Senior Constable Paul SINGER - GCWP

New addition to the 
Gold Coast Water Police 

vessel fleet
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Four guys have been going 
on the same fishing trip for 
many years.

A few days before the group’s annual departure date, 
Jack’s wife puts her foot down and tells him he isn’t 
going.

Jack’s fishing buddies are very upset that he can’t go, 
but what can they do?

Two days later the three get to the camping site to find 
Jack sitting there with his tent set up, firewood gathered, 
and dinner cooking on the fire, drinking a cold beer.

“Heck Jack, how long you been here, and how did you 
talk your missus into letting you go?”

“Well, I’ve been here since last night.  Yesterday 
evening, I was sitting in my recliner when my wife came 
up behind me, put her hands over my eyes, and asked, 
‘Guess who?” I pulled her hands off, and there she was, 
wearing a nightie.

She took my hand and pulled me into the bedroom, 
where she’d lit candles and put rose petals all over 
the place.  Well, he chuckles, she’s been reading ’50 
Shades of Grey.

On the bed she had handcuffs, and ropes!  She told me 
to tie her up and cuff her to the bed, so I did.

And then she said, “Do whatever you want!”.

So, lads, here I am!



         Vsheet  -   December   2020   7

 What’s with the plovers? 
by Greg Turner

Anyone who has been around the VMR Base since early 
September will have undoubtedly noticed the plover pair that 

have moved in under the flagpole.  Sitting up against the blue fence they 
take it in turns at sitting on their four eggs as they work in shifts to keep 
the eggs warm during the period of incubation.  Sadly it would appear 
that they are sitting on “dud” eggs as the chicks should have normally 
hatched after 30 days or so, and at the time of writing they had put in at 
least 60 days with no result.

The plovers, otherwise known as masked lapwings, are mostly 
known for their aggressive swooping and their wing spurs used in the 
attack of predators.  These guys have been keeping both Crews and 
Radio Operators amused with their antics during their time of occupation 
on the lawn at the Base.  It’s clearly obvious that you can’t get too close 
to these, as on approach to their simple ground nest they begin to squawk 
and carry on a treat giving a loud warning that they are not happy with 
visitors.  So to ensure that the pair was not to be disturbed the “warning 
tape” was established around the nest area and an alert issued for the 
discontinuation of flag ceremonies each day!

So what’s with these birds and their peculiar habits?  I have been 
watching this particular brand of bird for many years as they have been 
nesting along Seaworld Drive’s roundabouts, open parks and vacant 
blocks of land for the last 30 years.  There is about 8 groups of plovers 

that call home to the area between the VMR base and the Southport 
Yacht Club that nest and attempt to raise their young amongst all the 
dangers that present along the side of the road and in the parks.

It’s heartbreaking to watch the nesting habits of the parents and the 
mortality rate of their chicks.  After the usual 30 days of tending the nest 
to make sure the eggs are cared for, the chicks emerge and after a brief 
introduction feed for themselves after the first couple of hours.  But the 
little chicks are subject to all sorts of prey as they find their feet and 
wander away from their parents. The parents are quite over protective 
and it is very obvious when you stray into their territory while they are 
nesting or raising their young.  It always amazes me how the parents also 
put their chicks into danger by having them cross busy roads under their 
apparent instructions ‘ki ki ki ki ki” as they blindly follow along.

This may be another reason why the local plovers don’t seem to 
get any more than one chick through to flying age (4-5 months) and 
if successful these chicks will stay with mum and dad for the first 1-2 
years.  Generally, plovers have a lifespan of around 15 years or so and 
seem to be very loyal to each other as they seem to stay together for 
many years.

It will be interesting to see whether our two at the base come back to 
try again in a few months or move on to somewhere else.

On the nest

The exclusion zone
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 identifying the sex of a Mud Crab
             female                    Male

in ‘wheelie’ bin leads 
to $15,000 in fines

Minister for Agricultural industry 
Development and fisheries

The Honourable Mark furner

Hiding illegal mud crabs

A fisher who concealed illegal mud crabs in a wheelie bin at a Hope 
Island house to avoid inspection by fisheries officers has been fined 

$9,000 in the Southport Magistrates Court.
The man’s nephew also faced charges under the Fisheries Act and was 
fined $6,000.
Minister for Agricultural Industry Development and Fisheries Mark 
Furner said fishers who do the wrong thing will be caught and face 
severe penalties.
“In this case, a recreational crabber showed complete disregard for 
Queensland’s fisheries laws by obstructing fisheries officers, failing to 
sort or measure his catch and using excess and unmarked apparatus,” he 
said.
“The rules and regulations for recreational fishing in Queensland, includ-
ing crabbing, are in place to protect and conserve fish stocks.
“All fishers need to know the rules and follow them to ensure our valu-
able fisheries resources are sustainable for current and future generations 
to enjoy.”
Queensland Boating and Fisheries Patrol searched a Hope Island prop-
erty after observing a hire boat with two fishers on board checking crab 
pots in the Coomera River on Easter Sunday 2019.
Fisheries officers found a bag of 21 live mud crabs including 13 under-
size males and 8 females hidden under rubbish in a wheelie bin, despite 
one of the fishers telling them several times there were no mud crabs at 
the house.
One undersized Moses perch and excess and incorrectly marked crab 
pots were also detected.
Two fishers from Brisbane were charged with a total of ten offences 
under the Fisheries Act and both pleaded guilty to the charges in court.
Fisheries officers released all mud crabs alive into the Coomera River on 
the day the offences were detected.
Queensland’s recreational fishing rules are available to download on the 
free ‘Qld’ Fishing’ smartphone app, online at www.fisheries.qld.gov.au 
or by phoning 13 25 23.
People who suspect illegal fishing activity should report it to the 24-hour 
toll free Fishwatch hotline on 1800 017 116. 
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A major campaign to dredge the entrance to the Gold Coast 
Seaway and the connecting North and South Channels is at the 

centrepiece of a four year works program for our waterways.
Gold Coast Waterways Authority (GCWA) will invest more than 

$35 million in upgrading facilities for boaties, maintaining navigation 
aids, dredging navigational channels and undertaking further scientific 
research to support future waterways planning and management under 
the program.  

This funding includes $6.5 million being set aside to undertake the 
Gold Coast Seaway dredging campaign.

GCWA CEO Hal Morris said the work would include the removal of 
a shallow sand bar which has built up over part of the Seaway entrance 
off the southern breakwater. 

‘The Seaway is the gateway to the Gold Coast and this project 
supports safe, navigable access between the ocean and our inland 
waterways network, particularly for smaller vessels accessing these 
channels,’ Mr Morris said.

‘From time to time shoals have built up around the entrance to the 
Seaway but typically they disperse as a result of current movements and 
weather events.

‘Unfortunately, this shoal hasn’t followed that pattern, so we need to 
remove it to support ongoing access to the waterways.

‘The associated dredging of the North and South Channels will 
maintain vital links between the Seaway and our inland waterways 
network.

‘This is critical for our marine and tourism sectors and waterways 
users including superyachts, which are being attracted to the Gold Coast 
by new berthing and servicing facilities at Coomera, Sanctuary Cove and 
at Southport Yacht Club.’

It’s the first time in 11 years that the Seaway entrance has been 
dredged.

Mr Morris said about 490,000 cubic metres of sediment will be 
removed during the campaign – enough to fill Metricon Stadium almost 
to the roof.

Design works are underway and tenders for the Seaway dredging 
project will be awarded in coming months with local firms encouraged 
to bid for the work.

The job is due to be completed by the end of the 2022 winter.
The Waterways Management Program 2020-2024 also provides for 

a major upgrade to the Jacobs Well boat ramp and dredging of Main 
Channel North in the Jacobs Well area.

GCWA is investing $2.3 million project in widening the Jacobs Well 
boat ramp lanes to handle more boat movements and replace the ageing 
jetty with a new reinforced concrete one.

Local firm, Envirostruct Services, has won the tender to undertake 
the works which are expected to support about 7 jobs and will be 
completed by the middle of next year.

The program builds on major projects completed by GCWA over the 
last 18 months including: 

• The Coomera Dredged Sediment Facility and associated 
dredging works of the Coomera River ($10 million)

• A new pontoon at Alberton ($380,000)
• West Crab Island and South Wave Break Island channel 

dredging projects ($1.5 million) and 
• The upgrading and strengthening of the Sand Bypass System 

jetty at The Spit ($3.35 million.)
Mr Morris said the works also supported a renewed focus on opening 

destinations on the waterways network and supporting local industries 
and the people who work in them. 

‘We’re investing in these boat ramp and pontoon upgrades to help 
more people get out onto the water and enjoy everything our waterways 
city has to offer.

‘In the COVID world, people are looking for safe ways to be outside 
and enjoy themselves and improving access to our waterways network is 
helping them do that.

’It doesn’t matter if it’s a kayak, a tinny or a superyacht, we want to 
open up the waterways for everyone to enjoy.’ 

GCWA’s Waterways Management Program 2020-2024 is available at 
www.gcwa.qld.gov.au

NAVIGATION ACCESS 
AT CENTRE OF GCWA’s  INVESTMENT 

IN OUR FUTURE

Gold Coast seaway and sand-by-pass jetty
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The Gold Coast is putting out the welcome mat for superyachts 
with Gold Coast Waterways Authority (GCWA) and the City of 

Gold Coast producing a new guide to encourage more vessels to drop 
anchor here.

GCWA CEO Hal Morris said the guide fills an information gap in 
the marketplace for superyacht captains and their crew.

‘We know the Gold Coast is on the radar as a preferred destination 
for superyachts but what we’ve found is that many captains don’t have 
enough information about access into our waterways and the facilities on 
offer once they get here.

‘We’ve teamed up with local businesses, other state agencies and the 
City to produce a comprehensive guide covering access to navigation 
channels, the marine service sector’s capabilities and the attractions 
guests and crew can enjoy during their visit.’

Mr Morris said the guide supports the Queensland Superyacht 
Strategy which aims to grow the state’s share of the global superyacht 
industry by 10 per cent by 2023.

GCWA worked with the City to produce the Gold Coast Superyacht 
Guide following an industry workshop with other Government agencies, 
the City of Gold Coast and local marina operators.

WELCOME MAT OUT 
FOR SUPERYACHTS

The Queensland Government has set four priorities under the 
Queensland Superyacht Strategy 2018-23 to grow the sector;

• A supportive, clear and well-communicated policy
• Promoting infrastructure to facilitate industry growth
• Promoting Queensland as a global superyacht destination and 
• Supporting and developing Queensland’s superyacht supply 

chain.
The Gold Coast Superyacht Guide is available on GCWA’s website.

Dragonfly at the southport Yacht Club



12 Volunteer Marine Rescue SOUTHPORT

RADIO OPERATOR 
WARREN BEESTON

SENIOR RADIO OPERATOR
HUNTER NEUSS

RUSSELL HOWARD
GLENYS PASCHEDAG

DIANA GIBSON

RECRUIT
STEVE FELLOWS

JUAN PABLO VERGARA
WARREN BEESTON

STEVE WILLIAmS
ANDREA DICkmAN

CREW
SARAH mILLER
PHIL BOWLER

TRENT HOPkINS
BRIAN JAmES

SENIOR CREW
BOB HOWIE

TOm SINCLAIR
BRUCE PARTRIDGE

HUNTER NEUSS

INSHORE SKIPPER
NIALL mURRAY
PETER TATHAm
mARTIN WALSH

INSHORE SKIPPER (ENDORSED)
ANNIE ERICHSEN

SERVICE AWARDS

5 YEARS 
HILTON BROWN
FIONA ROBERTS

GITTE GUNTHORPE
mALCOLm HILL

JOHN mACDONALD
WILLIAm PETERS
mICHAEL QUIRkE
ROBERT SUTTON

10 YEARS  
JAYDE mORRIS 
ADAm WATSON

BRUCE WATSON
JO SCHON

STEPHEN PHILLIPS

15 YEARS  
STEVE mODRA

20 YEARS
SCOTT GREGORY

mARTIN HOOD

NATIONAL MEDAL 
kELLY JONES

MARINE RESCUE QLD 
ASSESSOR 

mARY JANE mICHELmORE
JAkE RUDGE

ACTIVE  MEMBER 
PROMOTIONS/aWARDS

Active Members who have 
achieved higher ranking

Congratulations to:

ACTiVATiONs AuGusT 
2020

sEPTEMBER
2020

OCTOBER
2020

Towed Vessels 43 38 50

Jump Starts 3 3 11

Pump Outs 3 1 1

Transporting

Fire 1

Standby

medical 5 7 4

Searches 1

Dispersals 1 3 3

Public Relations 2 4

Crew Training 64 67 74

Groundings 9 2 7

Other 5 9

Investgate 4 3 5

TOTALS 138 136 159

SOME STATS
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   Portrait of a VMR 
Volunteer

Russell Howard
SENIOR CREW / RADIO OPERATOR

JOINED VMR NOVEMBER 2010

A BIT ABOUT ME
As a part of my working life I’ve enjoyed a long career in the Electricity 
Industry, and have been a part of the big change from the basics, to the 
level of remote control and automation that we see today. Probably one 
of the more exciting times was working in Control Rooms and co-
ordinating storm recovery response. Moving on from the Energex and 
Powerlink type companies to Electricity supply development in the Gas 
Industry was an exciting latter phase of my career.  There are so many 
different stories that I can recall. I retired a couple of years ago, and 
VMR is now a place I enjoy calling work. It keeps me young. 
 
WHY DID I JOIN VMR?
Very simple answer to that. To contribute to the community in an area 
that I enjoy so much. I have been a boat owner for a very long time.  I 
started off as a Radio Operator at the Seaway Tower around 9 years ago. 
At that time I lived in Brisbane and used to travel down to do my shifts. 
I have since moved closer to the Gold Coast, and over the last few years 
I have morphed into the Boat Crew arena as well, which I thoroughly 
enjoy 
  
WHAT DO I ENJOY MOST ABOUT BEING A MEMBER OF VMR? 
Undoubtedly I was attracted to the prospect of learning new skills within 
a pleasant and satisfying environment. VMR is made up of a great bunch 
of people who have such a huge diversity of backgrounds. I recently 
put my hand up to become the Squadron’s Unit Training Co-ordinator, 
and that keeps me extremely busy. With approximately 120 members 
training records to maintain I get a huge amount of enjoyment in seeing 
members progress through the ranks, given their hard work and tenacity 
to achieve.
 

WHAT IS YOUR MOST REWARDING MOMENT IN VMR? 
No single event stands out, but to be a part of both crew and radio 
operations and to be able to pass on learning experiences with new 
people is very satisfying and rewarding.   Every job I do in VMR is 
different, and every customer is different, so you have to take each 
activation on its merits. I have been on the end of a radio microphone 
many times when a call has been received from someone in difficulty, 
and being able to organise assistance for them, then watching a Boat 
Crew go their aid, then knowing the people got  back to the boat ramp, 
or their home pontoon, with no damage to them or their boat is an 
extremely rewarding experience for me.
 
WHAT DO I DO IN MY SPARE TIME?
I really enjoy boating, and get out on the Broadwater in my small 
runabout as often as I can. I also love travelling in Australia, and have 
had many trips all over this great country. When I find myself stuck 
at home I can usually be found fiddling in my shed trying to repair 
something. I am the type of person who likes to keep healthy and I am 
very much into learning to “smell the roses”
  
MY FUTURE INTENTIONS WITH VMR
I well and truly have enough to keep me busy in VMR and I am happy to 
participate in an Organisation that is so well regarded by the community 
in the holistic perspective. I think I will just keep doing what I do. While 
ever I am having fun, why change? I truly believe this Organisation has 
a great future and I hope my contribution makes it even greater.
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For many years Gold Coast City Marina & Shipyard (GCCM) has 
been a fantastic supporter of Volunteer Marine Rescue Southport 

(VMR), and in recent months the partnership has grown again.   In July 
2020, Glenn Norris of VMR and Derrick Nowak, Business Development 
Manager at GCCM discussed the upcoming annual maintenance 
requirements for the three fibreglass Rescue vessels in the VMR 
Southport fleet.

On average, these three vessels, Marine Rescue 1, Marine Rescue 2 
and Marine Rescue 4 undertake approximately 3000 combined hours of 
use each year.  Given that the VMR Southport workload is very heavy, 
these vessels stay in the water 90% of the time, ready to respond to 
any requests for assistance in the Gold Coast region.  With this almost 
constant use, and being white boats, the hulls yellow very easily, and 
after a year in the water marine life and fouling starts to adhere to the 
underwater areas.  

VMR Southport takes a huge amount of pride in the appearance 
of all of its assets, and  Derrick with the management team at GCCM 
agreed to support the annual maintenance needs of the VMR vessels. 
This support soon expanded further to become a four way sponsorship 
for VMR, with other professional marine businesses at GCCM also 
contributing.

GCCM supplied the lifting out of and into the water, washdown 
and covered hardstand for all three rescue vessels at no cost.  Through 
further negotiation by Derrick, David Hanton and the team at Bradford 
Marine Services agreed to donate their antifouling application services; 
Jeremy Cross and his team at Harbourforce Marine Detailing came on 
board to provide the detailing of the vessels; and Irina Atanasova and the 
team at International Paint (Akzonobel) were only too happy to gift the 
required amount of antifoul product to VMR Southport.

Proud supporters of 
VMR southport

L-R Glenn Norris - President VMR southport, 
Tyler Clark - Bradford Marine, 
Jeremy Cross - Harbour force Marine Detailing, 
David Hanton - Bradford Marine services, 
Derrick Nowak - Gold Coast City Marina, 
irina Atanasova (front) - international Paints

Bradford Marine, Harbourforce, and International Paint are located 
onsite at GCCM, so all that was needed was for the rescue vessels to 
be delivered to the marina and the detailing and antifoul process could 
begin.  A schedule was established to deliver a vessel every second 
Monday over a five-week period and the end result was three beautiful 
white shining, polished VMR Southport Rescue vessels, with very tidy 
black antifouled undersides. Each vessel was only off the water for four 
days, the result of a very precise and well organised maintenance period 
coordinated by GCCM.

With its marina, dry storage area, hardstand, covered hardstand, 
refits sheds and fuel facilities, the GCCM is a very popular location for 
boaties on the Gold Coast.  VMR Southport is at GCCM at least twice a 
week with vessels towed in due to mechanical breakdown, a lack of fuel, 
or an array of other sorts of issues.

On behalf of VMR Southport we sincerely thank Gold Coast City 
Marina, Bradford Marine, Harbourforce, and International Paint for 
their extreme generosity and support. We strongly recommend all of 
our members, regardless of the type of vessel they own, to contact these 
GCCM businesses for any vessel maintenance, detailing and antifouling.   
Without this support, and that of all of our other supporters, sponsors, 
members, and friends, VMR Southport could not provide the exceptional 
service it does 24 hours / 7 days a week, keeping the boating and marine 
communities of the Gold Coast area safe.
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Two Irishmen decided to rent a boat to go fishing.  After fishing for four 
hours at different places around the waterways with no success, they 
decided to try one final spot before quitting for the day.

Suddenly, the fish began biting and they had never seen such good 
fishing!  Within twenty minutes, they had each caught their limit of fish.  
The first Irishman said, ‘We should mark this spot, so next time we will 
know where to come’.

The second Irishman thought this was a brilliant idea, pulled out a can 
of spray paint, and sprayed a large ‘X’ on the bottom of the boat, to 
mark the spot.

The first Irishman gave him a disgusted look and said, ‘How dumb can 
you be?  Now anyone who rents this boat will know where to fish!’
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RECOGNiTiON Of 
CONTRiBuTiON TO 

VMR sOuTHPORT

Martin Hood - Martin is the Duty Skipper of Green Crew. 
Martin is also an Offshore Skipper, a QAS First Responder, 

and the VMR Southport Building Projects Advisor. Martin has made an 
exceptional contribution to VMR Southport in his time as a member. 
Martin has been involved in numerous serious rescues, and his 
experience in all marine rescue situations is extremely valuable. VMR 
Southport is very proud of Martin, and we thank him for the service and 
dedication he has given to this Organisation over the past 20 years.

Scott Gregory ( Scooter ) - Scott Gregory is the Duty Skipper of 
Blue Crew, and is the longest serving Duty Skipper in VMR 

history. Scott is also a Senior Skipper, and his experience in handling 
Marine Rescue vessels in all sorts of weather and sea conditions is 
exemplary. Scott has skippered VMR Southport Rescue vessels in some 
of the most serious rescue situations undertaken by this Squadron, and 
many of the people he has assisted in rescuing would have been in far 
worse situations if it wasn’t for his ability in assisting them. Scott’s 
contribution to VMR Southport over 20 years is extremely appreciated.

Martin Hood and Scott Gregory receiving their 
20 Year Service Awards from 

VMR Southport President Glenn Norris

Hunter Neuss - Hunter is the current VMR Southport Radio 
Operators Controller. Hunter is also a Senior Radio Operator, 

a Senior Crew member on Yellow Crew, the VMR gardener and lawn 
mower mechanic. Hunter also avails himself for midweek callouts, and 
has been a member for over 13 years. Many a time Hunter has been the 
Radio Operator troubled mariners have first spoken to when they have 
needed advice or assistance on our waterways, and his ability to calm 
and control their situation is one of many years of experience. Hunter 
is extremely deserving of this award, and VMR Southport thanks him 
sincerely for the service he gives to this Organisation.

Hunter Neuss and his award of the Glenn Norris Trophy
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super snaps

Thank you very much!!!! My husband, son 
& brothers were involved in this incident 
today. We are so thankful they came home 
safe! We can’t thank VMR enough!
         from a very relieved wife 

An extremely grateful 92 year old customer, glad to be 
on dry land after his vessel sunk in the Broadwater

A burning wreck in the Runaway Bay canals

safely in the seaway



PLEASE SUPPORT THESE LOCAL BUSINESSES WHO SUPPORT VmR SOUTHPORT
TRADE & SERVICES DIRECTORY

E: info@evolutionsails.com.au
W: www.evolutionsails.com.au
27/231 Brisbane Road, Labrador

evolution

Evolution
sailmakers

Graham Sherring
Ph:  55 377433

Corey Donnelly 
0433 507578
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