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i Everyone, I hope this Report finds you all in good health, and having been able to
enjoy the beautiful weather and boating conditions the Gold Coast has gifted us over the
past couple of months. It has certainly been one of the busiest summer periods I have experienced
in my 25 years with this Organisation, with a whole array of activations attended to by the Crews
here at VMR Southport.
From statistics shown to me, VMR Southport has attended to a workload which was just
above 35% greater than last year, with December 2020, and January 2021 producing in excess of
115 activations per month, which is exceptionally busy.
Given the very notable increase in the workload during the COVID period of 2020, we
undertook a project to have Rescue crews rostered daily at our Base on weekdays, as well as
weekends, from December 1, 2020. This was to cater for the expected rush of vessels and people
using the waterways over summer, and it was a project that has been very successful. From
vessels with flat batteries, to vessels out of fuel requiring towing, to vessels with mechanical
failure, to assisting Queensland Ambulance Service Paramedics with marine medical activations,
we were able to undertake all requests for assistance made to VMR in a timely manner. We pride
ourselves on being able to do this, and for that I sincerely thank the Skippers and crew members
of the rescue vessels, as well as the Radio Operators who are the first point of call when someone
needs assistance. Your dedication to our cause is exemplary.
Many thanks must also go to the Queensland Police Service, the Gold Coast Water Police, the
Queensland Ambulance Service, and our fellow VMR Squadrons in the area, who provide back
up assistance to VMR Southport when required.
As Easter now rapidly approaches we can look forward to more good time on the water,
enjoying this fantastic region we live in.
For the past couple of months there have been some very large scale works occurring around
our Rescue Base, with new telecommunications equipment being installed upon the Radio Tower.
Whilst this has been undertaken by external Contractors, it has given us the opportunity to totally
upgrade our marine radio communications network. We have replaced all of our radio antennas,
and added a few more, installed new AIS technology, and rectified any previous issues which
have affected our transmissions and broadcasts. I am pleased to report that we now have a much
better range of communication, a much better clarity of radio transmission, as well as an ability
to provide an uninterrupted marine radio service to the thousands of vessels that use the local and
offshore waters of the Gold Coast, and those who transit the area annually. This further supports
our core business of saving lives and property at sea. Again, many thanks to the VMR members
involved in making this project a resounding success.
In December 2020 we also commenced a promotion of offering marine based prizes to new,
existing, and previous members of VMR Southport. This involved offering two prizes per month
to persons who joined new, or renewed their current or expired membership. What a buzz this
has been, seeing our membership numbers skyrocket to almost 4200 members. Thank you to
everyone who has taken part in this, and congratulations to the prize winners so far. Given the
success of this promotion, we will continue this indefinitely, as membership is the Squadrons
largest income, and it allows us to provide the fantastic service we offer.
Don’t forget VMR Southport is also very active on Facebook, and I encourage everyone to
follow our page, and to like and comment on our posts. This is a great way to see what we do as
well.
Almost completed also is the new VMR Southport website. This has all the relevant
information you need, and is a great public relations tool for us, and with the newly updated
membership page, it makes joining up only a 5 minute experience. Check it out at www.
vmrsouthport.com.au when you get a chance.
It would be remiss of me to not mention how proud our Organisation is of several members
who have been awarded citations, such as National Medals, Community Service Awards, ranking
promotions, and personal achievements over the past few months. These have all been thoroughly
deserved. Please read on further into the magazine to see more on these.
Please continue to stay safe on the water, and do not hesitate to call VMR Southport 24 / 7 if
you need marine assistance.
As always, thank you for your continued support.

Glenn Norris

President 2020 - 2021

Cover photo supplied by
Red Crew Member Justin Dunn

PROUD SUPPORTERS OF VMR SOUTHPORT
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High Honours

V

for VMR Southport Members

MR Southport is an Organisation that functions entirely
on the efforts of volunteers. Every year our volunteer
members contribute over 75,000 hours of unpaid service to the
Gold Coast’s marine community. These members come from all
walks of life, some are retired, many have full time employment,
some have young families, and many have been volunteering
for in excess of 15 years, however, every single member of this
Organisation contributes, in one way or another, to ensuring
VMR Southport upholds its charter of ‘ Saving Lives and
Property at Sea ‘
Without the 135 plus volunteers who provide this service
24 hours / 7 days, VMR Southport could not operate, so it is

vitally important that the achievements of our volunteers are
acknowledged.
Recently six members were awarded special presentations
for their dedicated and lengthy service to VMR Southport.
Federal Member for Moncrieff Electorate, Angie Bell, made
these special presentations, acknowledging that Australia relies
so heavily on volunteers, and every single day so many of these
people relentlessly go above and beyond to help others in all
different ways. With the waterways of the Gold Coast region so
large, and so busy, Angie was very complimentary in her praise
for VMR Southport and the members who so proudly represent
this Organisation.

BOB JORDAN - MONCRIEFF ELECTORATE
COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD - Bob is a key member of the
VMR Southport team who provides outstanding support to the Gold
Coast boating community. Bob is a member of White Crew and
holds the rank of Offshore Skipper, which requires him to be able to
respond to any calls for assistance, day or night, when on roster.
Bob undertakes this role with extreme confidence,
professionalism, and respect for his fellow crew and other members.
As such, he is an inspiration to the junior crew members, who he is
happy to train and mentor in the most understated and yet effective
way.
Bob also makes himself readily available for midweek callout
activations. This involves responding from home to calls for
assistance from the boating public at very short notice.
Bob is always one of the first people to answer a call and can be
relied on to rescue those who have found themselves in dangerous
and unfortunate situations.
These responses are always carried out in a quiet and effective
manner.
Not content with supporting the Squadron on the water, Bob is
also frequently found around the Base using his professional skills
to help ensure that any odd handyman jobs are undertaken.

JULES SMIBERT - MONCRIEFF ELECTORATE
COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD - In his rank of Inshore Skipper
Endorsed, Jules operates the smaller sized vessels any time of the day
or night in order to conduct rescue activations, and is thus frequently
called on to assist those who are in tricky shallow water conditions, such
as jet skis on sandbanks or smaller type vessels with defective motors.
In doing so, Jules undertakes his duties with enormous confidence and
in his role as a trainer of those who are aspiring to become Skippers,
he is the perfect role model. Unflustered and totally capable, Jules
willingly shares his skills and expertise in a quiet, but highly effective
way. In short, Jules is an extremely valuable Crew member who provides
wholehearted support to his team and to the Squadron as a whole.
It is also relevant to note that Jules lives some distance from the
Gold Coast, and yet is always ready not only to support his crew
on rostered duties, but also when there is a call for volunteers for a
particular event or other need for additional team members. Thus the
Gold Coast community at large is lucky to have the support of such a
dedicated and valuable individual.
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GRAEME KAY - MONCRIEFF ELECTORATE
COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD - Graeme is one of the
‘unsung heroes’ within this Squadron of 40 Radio Operators, who
provide a critical communications service, operating the radios both
at the VMR Base and in the Gold Coast Seaway Tower (SWT). To
give a sense of the demands placed on Radio Operators those in the
SWT must manage over 1,000 vessels departing (and returning)
through the Seaway every month. Graeme has been a dedicated
member of this team for almost 9 years, and as a result is key
member who not only can be relied on to ensure the efficient and
effective operation of this key safety system, but is also one of the
training team who helps ensure that new operators are confident and
capable, as well as assisting in ensuring that all are aware of, and
comfortable with, the constant changes to systems and procedures.
Graeme undertakes his role as a core member of the Radio
Operator team with extreme confidence, professionalism and
respect for his fellow Operators and other members of the VMR
Southport team.

BEVERLEY WELDON - NATIONAL MEDAL - Beverley has been a member of VMR
Southport for in excess of 15 years, and is a very competent Radio Operator.
Beverley’s experience allows her to methodically and calmly handle all types of situations,
making her a very valued member of this Organisation and an extremely experienced operator in
marine rescue situations.
Beverley has been involved in manning the radios in numerous serious rescues in her time with
VMR Southport, and always makes herself available in times of someone’s need.
By being awarded a National Medal, Beverley is recognised for long and diligent service by
members of recognised voluntary organisations, that risk their lives or safety to protect or assist the
community in times of emergency or natural disaster.
ROY PATTERSON - NATIONAL MEDAL - Roy has been a long standing member of VMR
Southport, for in excess of 15 years, and has held the rank of Senior Crew for many years. Roy is a
member of Red Crew
Roy has also served on the Management Committee, and is a very valued member of this
Organisation, also contributing many hours to requests for mid week callouts, whilst also fulfilling
weekly Radio Operator shifts.
Roy is a very experienced operator in marine rescue situations, having been involved in numerous
serious rescues in his time with VMR Southport, and always makes himself available in times of
someone’s need.
By being awarded a National Medal, Roy is recognised for long and diligent service by members
of recognised voluntary organisations, that risk their lives or safety to protect or assist the community
in times of emergency or natural disaster.

LAURENCE PRASAD - 2020 VMR SOUTHPORT RADIO
OPERATOR OF THE YEAR - Laurence is a very dedicated
member of VMR Southport, being a member for in excess of 15
years and having attended fortnightly radio shifts for the majority
of his time with the Organisation. Laurence is a regular attendee
of VMR meetings, and functions, and is a very well respected,
and experienced Radio Operator. For many years Laurence has
also provided additional catering for Boat Crews and Radio
Meetings, through his contacts in the bakery trade, a tradition very
much appreciated by crews after a long job. Laurence also has a
reputation of being the ‘go to’ man when something cant be sourced
easily. Laurence always is able to find something no-one else can.
Laurence quite often visits the Base for a chat, or to offer some
advice, and is always a person of high reliability when something
extra is needed.
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NotEaBle
Jobs
by Glenn Norris

A

ustralia Day proved to be extremely busy for VMR crews. At
one point VMR First Responders were assisting Queensland
Ambulance Paramedics with two female patients, one who was
extremely intoxicated and passing in and out of consciousness, and
another who had a serious laceration to her upper leg, after jumping from
a boat and hitting the propeller. This lady was very lucky not to cause
herself more serious injury, as the femoral artery was very close to the
injury site. The wound was dressed to control bleeding, and the patient
was transported to hospital for further attention.

A

jetski passenger was also extremely lucky to have a VMR
crew passing by on Australia Day, when he fell off the craft
and couldn’t get back on, despite the best efforts of the jetski driver.
The VMR crew assisted to retrieve the passenger in to a VMR vessel,
simply because he was so intoxicated, that he was not possibly able to
help himself. Once back on shore and safe the man proceeded to fall out
of the VMR vessel, flat on his face on the beach, where he was further
assisted by Authorities.
This was such a dangerous action, and if it weren’t for the ‘on the
spot’ response of VMR, this situation could have been totally different.

A

boat owner had a nasty experience recently when his vessel
wouldn’t start after being lifted back in to the water at a local
Marina. Unfortunately for this man he made the mistake of undoing his
mooring ropes before starting his engine, resulting in his vessel drifting
away from the pontoon, and ending up against a concrete wall. VMR
was quickly on scene to take the vessel in tow and remove the vessel
from further danger. So, why did the vessel not start? It appears that
during servicing the fuel filter had not been tightened, and as a result fell
off. One very unhappy customer.

T

he old saying ‘ things come in threes ‘ is certainly true. On
a recent busy day a call was received to tow a broken down
vessel to the Paradise Point boat ramp. This was undertaken and on
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completion the VMR vessel motored out of the harbour, to be frantically
waved down by the owner of a ski boat that was drifting perilously close
to rocks near the harbour entrance. A tow rope was attached, and the
vessel was towed back to the boat ramp without incident. As paperwork
was being done, another man advised his mate had broken down near
Sovereign Island, and needed a tow. A short time later this vessel was
also being towed back to the boat ramp. Busy little boat ramp is Paradise
Point.
n the way to an activation recently a lady flagged down a VMR
vessel from the centre banks of the Broadwater. On approach
to the lady she advised she needed a lift to shore as she was quite
distressed. Apparently her and a male she had recently met decided to
have a picnic date on the island. When the date didn’t quite work out,
the male decided he had had enough, so he packed the boat up and left,
leaving the lady behind to find her own way home. VMR was happy to
transport the very appreciative lady to the boat ramp.
Later on in the afternoon a male contacted VMR to ask if anyone had
seen this lady, as guilt got the better of him, and when he went back to
pick her up, she had gone.
No further information was received as to whether both parties are
still friends or if there was a second date!!!

O

V

MR Southport was recently tasked to assist a couple of
gentlemen who were encountering serious difficulties trying
to move their boat in the Marine Stadium. Given the cruiser they were
moving was 14 metres in length, and the tow vessel was 3.6 metres,
with a totally inadequate towing line, the maths just didn’t work out.
After being blown around by the wind, then running over another
vessels anchor chain, and then bumping another anchored vessel, and
then almost washing on to the beach, it was decided to contact VMR. A
rescue vessel attended and sorted the situation, towing the vessel to safe
water, where the two men came to the conclusion that they should be
better prepared with better resources next time.

REACHING NEW HEIGHTS
Contributed by Peter Bell
(Communications Controller)

I

n September 2020, VMR Southport was advised by Optus, that
they intended to upgrade the Mobile Phone Tower at our Rescue

Base.
The Optus upgrade was to update the existing 3G and 4G antennas,
as well as adding 5G capability. This type of upgrade is quite normal and
happens when an improvement in antenna design becomes available, or
to improve on existing services.
Lendlease were the Project Managers for the upgrade and at Optus’s
request to have the upgrade completed by Christmas 2020, Lendlease
brought in staff from as far afield as Darwin, to complete the project in
time.
As part of the project, VMR Southport was further advised that the
Head Unit (top assembly) of the tower would also need to be redesigned,
and replaced, to accommodate additional antennas.
The complication for VMR was that all our operational radio
antennas were mounted on the top of the old Head Unit. This meant
that while the Head Unit was being replaced, we would effectively have
no radio communications at our Base, except for handheld radios. This
was not an acceptable situation for an emergency response facility, as
handheld radios have a restricted range, especially to seaward.
Several options were considered, with the best short-term solution
being to install temporary antennas for our radios monitoring VHF
channels 73, and 82, and to gain access to channels 16 and 67 via a MSQ
(Maritime Safety Queensland) remote control unit, the ‘960’ set. While
discussing the remote-control option with MSQ, they offered us the use
of 3 VHF antennas to use as temporary replacements, all at zero cost to
us!
MSQ delivered and set up the ‘960’ set on the morning of the 19th
October 2020. As Murphy’s Law dictates, that very night the antenna
(upon Mt Springbrook) was struck by lightning, so the system was out of
commission for the next 3 days! Luckily, we did not need to use it during
that time.
At VMR we mounted the temporary antennas on the carport
structure and ran temporary coaxial cables to the radio cabinet inside the
Administration building. Considering the severely reduced altitude from
the top of the tower, these antennas worked far better than expected.
The original plan was to have our radios operating in their
‘temporary’ environment for 4-5 days, maximum. Between poor weather,
Christmas and COVID implications (it gets blamed for everything), the
down time unfortunately blew out to just short of 6 weeks.
The new Head Frame was to be constructed on the ground, then
craned into position. Construction commenced late November, with this
Head Frame being substantially bigger than the existing unit. The old
Head Unit was a 3m triangular shape, with the new being a 4.2m square,
that weighed over 4 tonnes!
While this major undertaking was in progress, VMR further took the
opportunity to replace our existing antennas and coaxial cables (over 400
metres worth), whilst also adding a spare antenna. Given Occupational
Health and Safety regulation, Lendlease would not allow anyone
working with them at the top of the tower. Somehow, we had to haul up
the cables to a 30 metre height, terminate the cables, connect them to the
antennas, seal the connections and then add bird protection.
A compromise was reached that if we could cut and terminate the
cables on the ground, then supply all the material for connection, sealing
and protection, Lendlease would haul the cables up and complete what
needed to done on our behalf. Win, win!
Once the cables were terminated at the radio cabinet, they were
tested, all coming in with a VSWR (Voltage Standing Wave Ratio) of
< 1.2:1 (Trust me, that’s good.) For those of you that don’t know what
VSWR is, and have trouble sleeping, contact me, I will explain VSWR.
An almost guaranteed cure for insomnia.
The job was complete, and we were back on air with a much
improved marine radio broadcasting system, that will give mariners of
the Gold Coast and surrounds a far improved communications network.

We have people to thank for the support they gave us during this
period.
Firstly, MSQ, for delivering and setting up the ‘960 set’, for
a considerably longer period than anticipated, and the loan of the
temporary antennas.
Secondly, Optus, for compensating us the inconvenience imposed
during the upgrade. They reimbursed all our costs incurred for the
replacement of the antenna systems and upgrades to existing radios.
Thirdly, Lendlease, for their assistance in installing our antennas.
Lastly, we must thank our volunteers, and the general boating public
for the patience that was shown whilst or service was diminished.
A job well done
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Portrait of a VMR

Volunteer

JOHN MacDONALD
RADIO OPERATOR
COMMITTEE MEMBER
JOINED VMR MAY 2011

WHY DID I JOIN VMR?
After a career in aviation in both the military, and with the
Commercial Airlines, extending over 45 plus years, flying Boeing 737,
747, and 767’s, and also achieving the rank of Lieutenant Colonel in the
Army, I moved to the Gold Coast, from Sydney.
I bought a boat on arrival on the Gold Coast. I had never owned
one before and I got into trouble a couple of times, and much to my
embarrassment, had to be “assisted” by VMR Southport.
I thought I would like to give something back to the community, and
that my radio knowledge and experience could be helpful, so I offered
my services as a Radio Operator and was accepted.

WHAT DO I ENJOY MOST ABOUT BEING A MEMBER
OF VMR?
Having the opportunity to mix with a bunch of such dedicated, and
enthusiastic people from all walks of life.
To me the job is always rewarding, be it working in the Seaway
Tower when the pace is frantic, signing up new members, providing
support to crews on task, or just helping with training of new Radio
Operators. I get a sense of satisfaction of things working out well.

WHAT IS THE MOST MEMORABLE ACTIVATION YOU
HAVE BEEN INVOLVED IN?
Early one morning in the Seaway Tower we took a radio call from a
vessel that had found a lady drifting 3 nautical miles east of Tallebudgera
Bar. The occupants of the vessel had dragged the lady aboard their
vessel, and were heading back to Southport. We arranged the Ambulance
and Police to attend the VMR Base, where the lady was treated, and
taken to hospital for an assessment. We never found out the reason the
lady was swimming at that time, however, it was a miracle she was
found alive.

WHAT DO I DO IN MY SPARE TIME, OUTSIDE OF
VMR?
With four grand-kids, and my work on the Body Corporate
Committee of the large complex I live in, my spare time is restricted
to the occasional game of golf. I also have two model aircraft in the
cupboard awaiting my attention and some space to put them together.

WHAT ARE YOUR FUTURE INTENTIONS WITH VMR?
My goal is to help VMR Southport to transition into the digital
age, through the introduction of electronic systems in communications,
operations, and maintenance, which will help it to better achieve its
aims.
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Training Pays Off
“Without the AED, you would have died,” is what Doctor’s at
the Gold Coast University Hospital have told patient Natalie Fullagar
after her cardiac arrest last Saturday.
Natalie, 44, mother of young twins, was celebrating her best
friend’s birthday on a boat when they pulled into Wavebreak Island
for some time on the sand. She felt what she described as a stitchlike pain in her chest, and this is the last thing she remembers. What
happened between then and when she woke up in the hospital is
nothing short of miraculous.
(VMR) crew members were performing a training exercise
nearby when Natalie›s group of friends waved them down. On board
was QAS First Responder Adam Watson who raced off the boat with
an Automated External Defibrillator (AED). He took over CPR and
initiated multiple shocks. This would prove life-saving, as Doctor›s
have since discovered. CPR alone would not have saved Natalie,
although it kept blood pumping around her body until the AED
shocked her heart back into rhythm.
VMR assisted to stabilise Natalie and transported her to the
mainland where she was met by the QAS, including High Acuity
Response Unit paramedic Gary Berkowitz.
Natalie was fortunate to meet the amazing VMR crew and QAS
First Responder that undoubtedly saved her life that day. She remains
in hospital awaiting a defib implant but is otherwise very well, and so
thankful to the volunteers for their efforts that day.

“It was very emotional meeting them today. Knowing they
contributed to me being here for my children, otherwise, I wouldn›t
be here”, she said.
“I think we all need more awareness of defibs. We need to know
where they are. We also need to give more acknowledgment to the
volunteers that help rescue us in situations like this.”
With tomorrow being International Volunteer Day, we couldn›t
think of a better example of the importance of these selfless people
in our organisation and the contributions they make to society.
Congratulations to everyone involved in this amazing story and all the
best to Natalie on her ongoing recovery.
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High Flyer Rescued

ne of the more interesting aspects of being a
VMR Crew Member is that you never quite know
what problem the next phone call will bring - and so
it was at the end of January when Rowley Goonan
from Gold Coast Wild Bird Rescues contacted VMR
Southport to ask if we could assist in the rescue of a
pigeon, that had become ensnared in a fishing line,
which in turn, had trapped it into a high voltage power
line that was crossing the Nerang River at Chevron
Island.

Contributed by Peter Tatham

Marine Rescue 1 – our most stable of vessels – was
duly despatched to link up with Rowley, together with
a team of Energex engineers, and two members of
RSPCA QLD. On arrival, the Energex team were able
to use a long (10m) pole with an integrated cutting
device to free the pigeon (which somehow later was
named Elvis!!). On release, Elvis landed on the rescue
vessels deck, and was duly pampered, and handed
over to Rowley. However, it is sad to report that Elvis
succumbed to a combination of trauma, shock, and
dehydration some three days later.
Fly High Elvis!!
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n the tropical Queensland
waters off the Gold Coast, two
Southport prawns were swimming
around. One called, Justin, and the
other called, Christian. The prawns
were constantly being harassed
and threatened by bull sharks that
inhabited the area. Finally one day
Justin lamented to Christian, “I’m fed up with being a prawn;
I wish I was a shark, and then I wouldn’t have any worries
about being eaten.”
A large, old, and mysterious cod appeared and said, “Your
wish is granted, Justin.” Lo and behold, Justin turned into a
shark. Horrified, Christian immediately swam away, afraid of
being eaten by his old mate.
Time passed (as it does) and Justin found life as a shark
rather boring and lonely. All his old mates simply swam away
whenever he came close to them. Justin didn’t realize that
his new menacing appearance was the cause of his sad
plight.
While swimming alone one day he saw the mysterious
cod again and he thought perhaps the mysterious fish could
change him back into a prawn. He approached the cod and
begged to be changed back, and, lo and behold, he found
himself turned back into a prawn. With tears of joy in his tiny
little eyes Justin swam back to his friends and bought them
all a cocktail.
Looking around the gathering at the reef he realized he
couldn’t see his old pal. “Where’s Christian?” he asked. “He’s
at home, still distraught that his best friend changed sides
to the predatory enemy and became a shark”, came the
heartfelt reply.
Eager to put things right again and end the mutual pain
and torture, he set off to Christian’s abode. As he opened
the coral gate, memories came flooding back. He banged
on the door and shouted, “ Hey, It’s
me, Justin, your old mate, come out
and see me again.” Christian fearfully
replied, “No way man, you’ll eat me.
You’re now a shark, the enemy, and I’ll
not be tricked into being your dinner.”
Justin cried back “No, I’m not. That
was the old me. I’ve changed.”
(You’re going to love this................................)
“’I’ve found Cod. I’m a Prawn again Christian!”

SOME STATS
NOVEMBER
2020

DECEMBER
2020

JANUARY
2021

Towed Vessels

70

75

84

Jump Starts

5

11

9

Pump Outs

3

5

5

Medical

8

10

13

Searches

1

1

Dispersals

2

2

2

Public Relations

8

2

6

Crew Training

48

49

85

Groundings

4

18

13

Other

10

17

8

Investgate

2

12

14

161

202

239

ACTIVATIONS

Transporting
Fire
Standby

TOTALS

ACTIVE MEMBER
PROMOTIONS/aWARDS
Active Members who have
achieved higher ranking

Congratulations to:

RECRUIT
George Walker
SENIOR CREW
Craig Nunn
Jamie Sayer
INSHORE SKIPPER
ENDORSED
Dave Wade
Scott James
Jules Smibert
Jayde Morris
OFFSHORE SKIPPER
Bob Jordan
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CREW
Warren Beeston
Mason Mars
Debby Findlay
Steve Fellows
NATIONAL MEDAL
Beverley Weldon
Roy Patterson
Karl Brandt
AMSA COMMERCIAL
COXSWAIN
Bob Howie

WORKS UNDERWAY TO IMPROVE

WATERWAYS ACCESS

IN NORTH GOLD COAST GROWTH ZONE

A

ccess to the northern Gold Coast waterways network is
set to improve with a dredging campaign and significant
improvements to boating facilities at Jacobs Well and Alberton as part of
the Gold Coast Waterways Authority’s (GCWA) waterways management
program.
With the suburbs close to these facilities undergoing rapid growth,
and vessel registrations on the Gold Coast increasing, GCWA has set
aside just over $5 million for these works which are underway and all
due to be finished by the middle of this year.
CEO, Hal Morris, said GCWA continues to receive strong feedback
from waterways users wanting to see improved waterways access and
the ability to travel to new destinations.
‘As our waterways city grows, we’re keen to support and promote
some of our lesser-known destinations outside the Broadwater to ensure
everyone continues to enjoy safe, sustainable access to the water.
‘To support that access, we need to keep dredging the navigation
channels and upgrading boat ramps and pontoons.’
‘The boating facilities at Jacobs Well and Alberton give boaties
direct links to the southern areas of Moreton Bay Marine Park and the
coastal rivers.
‘There are a lot of beautiful spots to explore out there and we want to
encourage locals and visitors to take a look at what’s on offer – whether
it’s finding a quiet spot to fish, pulling up for a waterside barbeque
or picnic or just sitting back on the boat and enjoying the natural
surroundings.’
At Jacobs Well, GCWA is dredging the Main Channel (North and
South) to support safe waterways access by removing shoaling in the
area.
The dredging works are being undertaken by south-east Queensland
company, Hall Contracting.
The project includes dredging of the Calypso Bay access channel on
behalf of City of Gold Coast, which has responsibility for dredging these
channels.
The dredged material will be placed in an approved area within the
Calypso Bay residential development.

GCWA expects the project should be finished in May this year.
Work has also recently started on upgrading the boat ramp, pontoon,
and jetty at Jacobs Well.
The boat ramp lanes will be widened from 3.5 metres to 4 metres to
improve the capacity of the ramp.
The existing pontoon is being demolished because it’s reached the
end of its useful life. A replacement pontoon will be built nearby and
will include a boat queuing facility and access for deep draught vessels.
The old jetty is also being demolished and will be replaced with a
new, reinforced concrete jetty with handrails.
The contract for the works was awarded to Envirostruct Services.
Mr Morris said the upgraded facilities will improve safety and access
at the popular boat ramp.
‘It does become very busy on weekends and during holiday periods
so the work we’re doing aims to improve capacity and traffic flows
especially during those peak periods.’
Boaties using the ramp should be aware there will be temporary
closures and limited access to some areas during construction works.
Information on nearby alternative boat ramps, pontoons and fishing
facilities is available from the City of Gold Coast’s Boating Facility
Location Guide (https://www.goldcoast.qld.gov.au/find-your-nearestboating-facility-2948.html)
The Jacobs Well project is due to be completed in June this year.
Also due to finish in June is a project to improve access to the Logan
River by widening the boat ramp at Alberton from one lane to two lanes.
The angle of the boat ramp is also being realigned to improve the
launching and retrieving of boats.
The work is being done by Australian Marine and Civil.
‘This work builds on our recent investment of $380,000 in a new
pontoon and flood resistant boat queuing facility built next to the
Alberton boat ramp at Alberton on the Logan River.
‘These improved facilities are attracting smaller boats and personal
watercraft to the area with the pontoon also proving to be a popular spot
with local anglers,’ Mr Morris said.
For more information about all three projects visit the GCWA
website https://gcwa.qld.gov.au/our-projects/
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Portrait of a VMR

Volunteer

SCOTT JAMES

INSHORE SKIPPER ENDORSED
JOINED VMR MAY 2011

WHY DID I JOIN VMR?
Having been around boats since a young age, I always took an
interest in anything to do with the water. My initial introduction to
boating was the many freshwater Dams west of Brisbane. It seemed our
family would often be water skiing at Atkinsons Dam, or fishing for
Yellowbelly at Leslie Dam near Warwick. A few months after buying my
first Jetski, my wife and I were driving past the Seaway when an alarm
sounded. We managed to struggle to Carters Bank on the North side
of Wave Break Island. Upon inspection the battery terminal had come
loose, and we could not restart the Ski. A friendly fisherman in a Tinny
towed us to the beach near Bayview Harbour, and then after fetching our
small boat from home, we towed the Jetski back to our canal. After that
experience I thought it necessary to join VMR, and when filling out the
Associate Membership application form, I ticked the box at the bottom
indicating I would like to be contacted about being a Volunteer for VMR.
I was then contacted by the Recruitment Officer, and almost 3 years later
the rest is history as they say.

WHAT DO I ENJOY MOST ABOUT BEING A MEMBER
OF VMR?
Besides the great rescue vessels we get to use whilst on crew, the
first thing I noticed once joining VMR is the passion and eagerness of
every single person affiliated with the Squadron. I had never been a part
of a Volunteer Organisation before, and it struck me very quickly that
the positive attitude that everyone possesses, is due to the fact that every
person simply wants to be there to help their community. It is absolutely
satisfying that I am surrounded by great people who share the same
passion for boating as I do, and the excitement that anything can happen
at any time. We always find time to have a good laugh on crew, but when
necessary we put aside the jokes and get on with the often serious job at
hand.

WHAT IS THE MOST MEMORABLE ACTIVATION YOU
HAVE BEEN INVOLVED IN?
There has been a lot of rewarding moments in my time with VMR,
from towing Jetski’s to medical emergencies, however one event always

comes front of mind…. We had an activation that required a speedy
response as there was a Diver in trouble in the Seaway. It was the middle
of winter, raining, and an outgoing tide, and an elderly gentleman
needed assistance. He had dropped his weight belt in the middle of the
Seaway but was struggling to swim against the current, with the weight
of his scuba tank pulling him under. As my fellow crew member Katy
and I pulled him out of the water and on to the deck of rescue vessel
Marine Rescue 2 his look of sheer exhaustion, shock and relief was
overwhelming. This particular job has always stuck with me and makes
me remember just how important Volunteer Rescue Organisations are to
the Community.

WHAT DO I DO IN MY SPARE TIME, OUTSIDE OF
VMR?
Having a boat at home, I would like to say that I get out on the water
a lot more than I currently do. However, running a family cabinetmaking
business with my wife Rebecca, and raising a family of three boys aged
between 5 and 16 can prove quite time consuming, and I do not get to
go out as much as I would like. On the weekends that I am not at VMR,
spending time with family is at the top of the list. I am grateful for my
backyard being on the water as I do not have to go far to wet a line.

WHAT ARE YOUR FUTURE INTENTIONS WITH VMR?
By nature, I have always been a very ambitious person. I would like
to go as far up the ranks as my skills will allow me. When surrounded by
such an amazing group of people with ongoing training and support, the
sky is the limit!
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A little girl was sitting next to her grandfather as he read her a bedtime
story.
From time to time, she would take her eyes off the book and reach up
and touch his wrinkled cheek.
She touched her own cheek after she touched his.
After a little while of thinking she asked, “ Grandpa, did God make
you? “
He looked at her and said, “ Yes sweetheart, God made me a long time
ago. “
She paused for a few seconds and then asked, “ Grandpa, did God
make me too? “
He replied, “ Yes, indeed pumpkin, God made you just a little while ago.
“
Feeling their respective faces again, she whispered to him, “ God’s
getting better at it, isn’t he? “
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VMR Southport’s Charter

SHIP’S SPEED

E

ver wondered why ship’s speed is measured in knots and not in
km / hour or metres / second?
During earlier days, mariners used to measure how fast their boat
was moving by throwing a piece of wood or other floatable object over
the vessel’s bow, and then by counting the amount of time elapsed before
the vessel’s stern passed that piece of wood or the floatable object. This
method was known as a Dutchman’s log method.
By the end of the 16th century, sailors started using a chip log to
measure the speed. In this method, knots were tied at uniform intervals
(14.4018 metres or 47 feet, 3 inches) in a length of rope and then one
end of the rope attached to a pie-slice-shape piece of wood, lined with
lead on the bottom. Sailors would throw the wood piece into the sea,
behind the ship, and the rope would start unwinding from the reel. The
faster the ship was moving forward the faster the rope would unwind.

To save and assist in saving life and property
at sea.
To provide personnel and equipment in order
to carry out search and rescue operations at
sea and on the Gold Coast waterways.
To liaise and work with other marine rescue
groups.
To undertake campaigns to educate
members of the boating public in matters of
marine safety.

The line of rope was allowed to roll out freely for about 28 seconds,
which was tabulated with an hourglass. The number of knots that had
gone over the ship’s stern was counted and used in calculating the
vessel’s rate of speed.
A knot means one nautical mile per hour. Therefore, a ship travelling
at 10 knots would go 10 nautical miles per hour. That is how the term
“Knots” came into existence.
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super snaps

Marine Rescue 5
in her night time glory

The Midweek Crew make an
excellent maintenance team

VMR assisted in seperating these vessels
in very strong winds
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VMR Southport were on standby
to assist this vessel

TRADE & SERVICES DIRECTORY

PLEASE SUPPORT THESE LOCAL BUSINESSES WHO SUPPORT VMR SOUTHPORT

Corey Donnelly
0433 507578

Evolution
Sailmakers
evolution

Graham Sherring
Ph: 55 377433

E: info@evolutionsails.com.au
W: www.evolutionsails.com.au
27/231 Brisbane Road, Labrador
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