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President’s Report
PRESIDENT: Glenn Norris

2020 - 2021

PROUD SUPPORTERS OF VMR SOUTHPORT

                                                                           
FRONT COVER

The past twelve months has been the 
busiest period in the history of VMR 

Southport, both operationally, and from an 
administrative perspective, and I am extremely 
honoured to have been the President during 
that time.

On taking on the President’s role in 
September 2020, my predecessor Martin Walsh 
advised me of his frustration at the continual 
disruption to the work of the Committee, with 
COVID19 always seeming to raise another 
interruption every time something looked 
positive. Unquestionably, however, Martin 
and his team did a fantastic job dealing with 
this, and all I could do was hope and pray that 
the Committee I was going to lead wouldn’t 
suffer the same fate, given the existence of this 
worldwide event.

The Management Committee structure 
didn’t change a great deal when I took over 
and, WOW, what a great job has been done 
in keeping our Squadron functioning. Each 
member has taken on specific projects that 
have made a positive improvement, and the 
proof is in the pudding of what a fantastic team 
we have been. We have all got on well, and 
dotted the i’s, and crossed the t’s in the legal 
requirements of running a business. Thank you 
one and all for your input, at times frustrations, 
and provision of expertise in your assigned 
Management positions. 

The level of work that has been achieved 
in this time frame has only been the result 
of commitment, dedication, and through the 
sheer effort of every single member within this 
Organisation, and the support that has been 
shown to me during this period, from everyone 
involved, is something I will cherish forever.

It has been just another highlight of my 
25 year involvement with Volunteer Marine 
Rescue Southport.

I am blessed to say that after the many lows 
of 2020, VMR Southport has powered through 
this Committee year with every single item I 
wanted to achieve ticked off, and as a result 
we have a Rescue Base that has been majorly 

President’s Report to the Annual General Meeting -

renovated, rescue vessels that have had re-fits 
and modifications to ensure they operate to a 
first class standard well into the future, and a 
membership database that has expanded by 
over 600 members, resulting in a hefty increase 
in revenue that allows us to continue to provide 
our vital community service.

Little did I know that VMR Southport 
would perform nearly 16% more rescue 
activations than last year, nor did I think that 
1,000 activations for the year would be so 
close.

A massive number of vessels on the 
water, the inability of people to travel 
overseas, the ability for people to access their 
superannuation benefits, and the beautiful 
Queensland weather have all played their part 
in making this happen.

Promotion and Public Relations is critical 
in business today, and unless you advertise 
and display your business to the world, there 
is every chance of being left behind, hence 
a Marketing Team was created. One of the 
primary objectives was to ensure that everyone 
using the waterways knew who VMR was, and 
what we are about. From creating, designing 
and displaying banners and signs, to handing 
out brochures and tide guides in boat ramp car 
parks, to attending Sanctuary Cove Boatshows, 
this proved outstanding. Additionally, the 
talent within those who do our Social Media 
posts, with their eye catching art work and 
funny captions, the audience you attract to 
VMR Southport is very impressive. Thank 
you for your efforts, especially in dealing 
with the spelling, punctuation, and grammar 
perfectionist I am.

Hopefully everyone knows a lot more 
about VMR Southport now.

We took on the task of constructing a new 
website, which tells the world about what 
we do. It also electronically does things that 
had to previously rely on manual labour for 
such as processing membership payments and 
renewals, therefore this took the stress off you, 
the member, who used to spend many hours 
doing this.
Continued on page 4

One of the 900 plus assists VMR Southport 
will undertake in 2021 
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We have four Rescue vessels that are in prime operating condition. 
Significant amounts of money have been spent on each vessel to keep 
them first class. Marine Rescue 2 is currently half way through an 
extensive re-fit, having received a total electrical re-wire, a re-paint, 
repairs of niggling water leaks, with much more to come over the next 
few months. An engine re-power being the most important. Marine 
Rescue 1 and Marine Rescue 4 have also been afforded necessary 
repairs, and these put us in a ship shape state. Whilst some Crews have 
experienced disruptions of vessels being unavailable for Crew shifts, 
your patience and understanding that we are trying to give you the best 
resources to utilise is very much appreciated. 

I am also very pleased and relieved that we now have fully 
compliant Safety Management System (SMS) documents for our 
vessels.  This has been a massive project which ensures that we meet 
Government legislative requirements. Whilst always trying to comply, 
but with constant changes to be across, it’s an extremely arduous role for 
a volunteer to keep up with, so we contracted this out to a Company who 
specialise in this field. The task of maintaining these documents for the 
next five years is a much easier task, and one our volunteers can easily 
and happily undertake.

Given the massive workload bestowed upon VMR Southport in the 
past year, the Organisation had to step back and look at how it could 
cope with this, and how could we meet every call for assistance, in an 
acceptable timeframe, with the best resources. To meet this challenge, 
we introduced permanent midweek crews, initially only for the summer 
months, however the number of assist requests coming in hasn’t really 
shown any signs of slowing, and here we are 10 months later, still 
relying on midweek crews to be at our Base, ready to activate. Those 
midweek crews have done an awesome job.

I have lost count how many times I have been asked ‘How does 
VMR Southport do 900 plus rescue activations in a year, using 
volunteers?’ The answer isn’t difficult, because we have such a dedicated 
group who love their job, they love what they do, and they all want to 
see everyone they assist get home safely at the end of the day. Through 
your actions VMR Southport has a very good success rate at ensuring 
that happens.

Late in 2020 the VMR Radio Aerial Tower was upgraded to include 
all new marine communications equipment. Despite some delays with 
other equipment on this Tower, it gave us a massive improvement in 
how we communicate with the 1000’s of vessels that utilise the local 
waterways, and those that transit the coastline annually. Marine Rescue 
is our core business, so if you call for assistance and we don’t respond 
because of poor equipment, we are not fulfilling our role. Nowadays, we 
can hear all of the local marine traffic, with perfect clarity, and volume, 
and most days we hear everyone else too!!!

All of the year we have been upgrading our facilities, new 
bathrooms, a full interior paint of the Rescue Base, a new roof on our car 
park structure, new carpets in various parts, new blinds on our outdoor 
area and windows, new cupboards and benches where required, new 
tiled floors, new fences, the list goes on.

As volunteer members of VMR Southport, you deserve to have a 
great office to work from. The work undertaken will ensure you are 
ready to respond at any time, 24/7.

Throughout the year I have been extremely proud of how many 
members have progressed through the rankings, and how many of 
you have received various types of awards and presentations for your 
dedicated service. There have been challenges in our training, but we 
have gotten through, and whether it be the acquisition of a First Aid 
Certificate, a Skipper’s ranking, or the gaining of your Radio Operator’s 
epaulettes, the commitment to achieve has been outstanding, and I 
congratulate you on your achievements.

The Blue Water Review into Marine Rescue Services in Qld 
is ongoing, and VMR Southport has co-operated well with the 
Implementation Team, continually giving an insight into how well we 
operate, and whatever happens moving forward, you can be guaranteed 
we won’t give up that crucial role we play in keeping the boating 
community safe.

The Seaway Tower has continued to operate very efficiently, and the 
number of vessels requesting communications with the Tower has been 
steady. Whilst the rectification works to the southern wall of the Gold 
Coast Seaway have created access issues, and frustrations have occurred 

with these works, across the board, I can assure those Radio Operators 
who perform such a vital role in this facility, that we will fight tooth and 
nail to return the Seaway Tower to its original landscape. This is an issue 
that we are working on with the Marine Rescue Implementation Working 
Group.

Given the professionalism already within this Organisation, we 
always must keep abreast of rules and regulations, and like every 
other Workplace we need to be compliant in everything we do. We are 
extremely lucky, given the high risk activities that we perform, that we 
don’t see very many staff injuries (0 this year - the best result possible). 
We rarely have staff issues, and we receive minimal complaints from our 
members, or those members we assist, however, if ever we do, we need 
to know how to deal with these.

A suggestion was received early in the term that we needed to 
improve our Human Resource (HR) policies and procedures. A willing 
volunteer offered to do this, and what a wonderful document was 
produced. I sincerely appreciate the input that was contributed, by a lot 
of members, and the Author, who has given us a HR Manual that covers 
every aspect, from introducing new members, to receiving a complaint, 
to avoiding discrimination, to upholding our Code of Conduct. Thank 
you to every single member of VMR Southport who sat through the 
implementation sessions we provided, to ensure they were up to date on 
the new document.

Many of you may not know, but this document has now been 
distributed to every VMR Squadron in Queensland, for them to adjust to 
their Squadron’s requirements, if they so wish.

The 2020 / 2021 year has seen a very high number of Active 
Member enquiries, and at one stage, earlier in the year, we had more 
than 40 people who had shown interest in joining. Given the healthy 
Crew and Radio Operator numbers we have maintained, despite a few 
retirements during the year, we were only able to accept 6 of those 
prospects, which shows the strength in our workforce.

Every year we see a handful of members retire after lengthy service, 
through changes in personal circumstances, or on medical grounds. Of 
those that have left us this year, thank you for your service, I am sure 
you have seen some mighty changes to the Organisation in your time. 
Good luck in the future, outside of VMR life.

Our members make a huge commitment in the hours they volunteer, 
not many crew shifts finish on time, and not everyone goes boating in 
office hours, so for those of you that finish your paid employment day 
early, just to come to VMR, to those of you who juggle your family 
life to suit VMR, to those of you that need VMR time to escape rowdy 
children, to those of you that do rescue missions in the wee hours on 
cold winter mornings, often to intoxicated, and uncooperative people, 
you are all treasures of this wonderful Organisation to which you belong. 
Volunteers are often referred to as being priceless. You are only priceless 
because no-one can put a price on what you do.

As I have mingled with the Crews and Radio Operators throughout 
the year, I have heard some amazing stories of jobs done, and calls 
received, some have been hilarious, some have been silly, some have 
been very heroic, and some have been tragic. I thank you all for the 
challenges you face on a daily basis, your efforts undoubtedly save lives.

I have regularly been contacted by Water Police Officers, 
Queensland Ambulance Officers, Managers and staff of Companies 
who support VMR Southport, Sponsors, members of the public, and 
a myriad of other people from within the community who can’t praise 
our volunteers enough for what they do. It’s not always about saving 
someone, it’s what you often prevent that is just as important.

Without the support of these Organisations, Companies, Sponsors 
and friends, we couldn’t do what we do either. Thank you for that 
highest level of support and generosity.

On behalf of the VMR Southport Management Committee, thank 
you for contribution to making VMR Southport the best Marine Rescue 
Organisation on the Gold Coast, in Queensland, in Australia, and in the 
World. If volunteering were an Olympic sport, your efforts would win 
gold every time.

You will all be getting a pay rise, next year.

President’s Report continued -
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Over the past couple of months our work horse rescue vessel  
Marine Rescue 2 has been receiving a very well deserved re-fit, 

and makeover.
Launched in 2005, this vessel, a NoosaCat 2700 series, has 

performed in excess of 16,000 hours of use, undertaken more than 4,000 
rescue activations, and used upwards of 550,000 litres of fuel. 

Currently powered by 2 x 250hp Mercury SeaPro outboard engines, 
Marine Rescue 2 has had an exceptional life, and has done everything 
ever asked of it, from ungrounding large vessels off sandbanks, to 
performing high speed missions to assist vessels and persons in distress 
throughout the Gold Coast Broadwater, and in offshore areas.

Once again our fantastic supporters at Gold Coast City Marina, 
AkzoNobel International Paints, Bradford Marine and Superyacht 
Solutions at Coomera came to the party with an extremely generous 
offer to re-paint and antifoul the vessel, which as a result produced 
an outstanding finish, which we know will allow many more years of 
service.

  MARINE RESCUE 2 
GETS  A  MAKEOVER

LEFT - The lift

BELOW - The painting process
      The finished product

The team at Odyysey Marine Electrics then totally re-wired Marine 
Rescue 2 from bow to stern, replacing every bit of degraded and rotten 
wiring throughout, replacing all switch panels, re-modelling the battery 
setups, relocating the navigation screen, and replacing various light 
fittings. As a result, everything works first go now.

Custom Marine Trimming generously donated their time and the 
materials needed to replace the seat trims, and are soon to replace the 
sun damaged bimini, so that the material looks in top condition.

Over time, we have experienced different levels of water ingress 
throughout the vessel, and the boys from Gateway Marine spent several 
days removing the windscreen, and replacing the broken and leaking 
windscreen bolts, re-sealing the deck spin outs, undertaking some 
fibreglass repairs to the inside cabin, and resetting the gunwhale rubber 
bolts which were also leaking water into the forward cabin.

A total re-application of all stickers and sign writing by Kirkby Signs 
then completed this first stage of the re-fit and makeover

Moving forward there is still plenty to be done, the engines will be 
replaced as soon as pre Covid stock levels return to normal, a second 

navigation screen will be added, extensive repairs 
will be carried out to the duck board, and stern 
stainless steel railings, and a new dash top will be 
installed.

Next time you see Marine Rescue 2 out and 
about, check it out, it looks very much like a new 
boat.

VMR Southport is extremely grateful to everyone 
who has so far, and will in the next few months 
contribute to this project. The standard of work, 
products used, and services provided have been 
exemplary, but most of all the price has been kept 
down, which allows VMR Southport to maintain its 
vital service to the marine community of the Gold 
Coast.
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NotEaBle 
Jobs

by Glenn Norris

A midweek crew was recently called to assist a very large Cruiser 
that was experiencing engine difficulties east of Kingscliff, in 

northern NSW. The vessel was enroute to North Queensland, via the 
Gold Coast Seaway, however pulled up short some 28 nautical miles 
from the Seaway, at around 0300 hours. The Skipper of the 70ft  luxury 
vessel, weighing 25 tonnes, had unsuccessfully tried to get a tow into the 
Tweed River for a mechanic to look at his problem, however in liason 
with both the Gold Coast Water Police, and the Tweed Heads Maritime 
Command, it was decided for VMR Southport to dispatch Rescue vessel 
Marine Rescue 1  to undertake the tow back to Southport. 

Given the rather ordinary swell and sea conditions on the day, a top 
speed of 7 knots was achieved for about 50% of the return journey, with 
anywhere between 2 and 4 knots being the best for the other 50%.

After 7 hours of travel, and a noticeable improvement in conditions 
as the day progressed, Marine Rescue 1 finally arrived back at Southport 
around 1530hrs, with vessel in tow.

After a thorough series of questions from Maritime Safety 
Queensland COVID Crew, the vessel was docked at Runaway Bay 
Marina, where the Skipper, on behalf of the owner, was extremely 
grateful, and happy to hand over a very sizeable donation for a job well 
done.

The Queensland Ambulance Service (QAS) recently requested 
assistance from VMR to transport Emergency Paramedics to 

a patient that had been struck in the face with an anchor. During the 
process of retrieving the anchor on her Sailing Cat, the lady had been 
struck just above the eyes, causing a very nasty laceration. On arrival 
at the scene, the patient was in a semi-conscious state, and requiring 
bandaging to stem some blood flow. After being transferred onto the 
VMR boat for further treatment, enroute back to the VMR Base, the lady 
was then transported to hospital for more advanced treatment. A great 
job was done between QAS Paramedics and the VMR First Responders.

A recent instance of a Rescue crew ‘ being in the right place at the 
right time’ also possibly saved the life of a gentleman who had 

fallen off the back of his vessel near Biggera Waters. As the Crew was 
passing by the mans boat, on a training exercise, they were alerted to 
the man struggling in the water, being unable to climb back aboard his 
vessel. Given the very strong winds on the day, the VMR Skipper was 
able to manouvre the Rescue vessel so that the man could be retrieved 
from the water, and placed on the back deck of the Rescue vessel, where 
a First Responder was able to immediately commence treatment of the 
very exhausted patient. After initial observations were conducted it was 
quickly determined that Emergency Paramedics needed to transport the 
man to hospital for further treatment, which occurred upon the return of 
the Rescue vessel to the VMR Base.

Another great job by all involved, and maybe this incident wouldn’t 
have had the same result had the Crew not been able to assist so rapidly.

The late afternoon sighting of an orange flare recently led to a 
situation that miraculously produced a happy ending. A call was 

received by the VMR Base from a yacht that had located a jetski with 
no-one aboard, approximately 2 nautical miles east of the Gold Coast 
Seaway. The Gold Coast Water Police was notified, requesting VMR 
attend the yachts position to further investigate, whilst they started some 
initial investigative work at their Office. On arrival at the jetski, keys 
were still in the ignition, and a mobile phone was aboard. The Water 
Police immediately requested a search be commenced. With about 10 
minutes of daylight remaining, a Coastguard vessel that was initially 
looking for the orange flare, but was now part of the jetski search, 
located 2 people floating in the water approximately 500 metres from 
where the jetski was found. Upon confirming these were the people 
being searched for, they were transported back to the VMR Base, where 
the Ambulance was notified, resulting in both patients being transported 
to hospital.

This was an amazing luck story. Very strong westerly winds had 
made the ocean very flat, which worked favourably for the search teams, 
and given the rapid onset of darkness, these people were extremely lucky 
to be found, as they reported they believed they had been in the water for 
over 1.5 hours since falling off the jetski.

A frantic man called VMR recently to advise he was stuck in the 
mud with his jetski, behind Brown’s Island, in the northern 

Broadwater. The man had ventured into this shallow area on a run out 
tide, and ultimately became trapped due to the tide falling the further 
he went in. After an hour of trying to push his craft through the knee 
deep mud, he thought he would call VMR to see if they could assist. On 
arrival, and seeing the mans predicament, the VMR Crew advised the 
man to either stop pushing, and wait for the tide to come back in, or else 
keep pushing, as he was only about 200 metres from deeper water. The 
man chose to keep pushing, despite his fear of the number of stingrays 
in the area. After 2 hours of pushing, the VMR vessel was able to get 
close enough to tow the man to safety. VMR gets called to a lot of jobs 
in this area of the same nature, and advises jetski riders not to take the 
risk, as the tide goes out exceptionally fast, and to be rescued can take a 
considerable time. This man was relatively lucky, as the only injury was 
to his jetski, with his intake clogged up with mud and grassy weed.

A VMR crew on a recent towrope training exercise saw their 
training become a real situation when a large Cruiser had 

a minor mishap with its tender vessel, right near where they were 
operating. As the Cruiser passed the VMR vessel a gust of wind caused 
the small dinghy, fully equipped with outboard motor, and safety 
equipment to literally fly off the back of the vessel. Luckily two jetski 
riders also in the vicinity were able to avoid the flying boat, and were 
quickly able to assist VMR to retrieve the vessel and several small items 
that were thrown into the water. The Cruiser Skipper was able to lift his 
vessel back onto the deck, and hopefully for any further voyages it will 
be securely tied down.
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   Portrait of a VMR 
Volunteer

ROBERT BIRD ( BOB ) 

RADIO OPERATOR

JOINED VMR JUNE 2018
A BIT ABOUT ME
As an engineer in the RAAF with mechanical, and aeronautical 
qualifications, I spent nearly 26 years across a range of employment 
styles from hands on aircraft management, to engine overhaul 
management, and a range of staff appointments, that included project 
management from an engineering perspective.  I was privileged to spend 
two project management appointments in the US on Iroquois and Sioux 
helicopters alone, and the Chinook helicopter as a team member.  I was 
also lead engineer on the B707 conversion to the tanker role.  My later 
years were as a public servant in Defence Acquisition across a range of 
aircraft projects and finally managing the Raven Radio Project.

WHY DID I JOIN VMR?
I joined VMR Southport about three years ago after nearly seventeen 
years in Coast Guard Southport.  Back then, not long after retiring to 
the Gold Coast, I was aware of Air Sea Rescue but more so of Coast 
Guard.  Air Sea Rescue was of course then VMR Southport but I was 
not aware of that at the time.  At Coastguard I worked on crew for 15 
years, in the Radio Room and at the Seaway Tower. When I left crew 
for medical reasons I settled in to regular radio shifts at the Seaway 
Tower. In 2018, after some changes at Coastguard, I decided to jump the 
fence and join VMR, which I thoroughly enjoy.

WHAT DO I ENJOY MOST ABOUT BEING A MEMBER OF 
VMR? 
VMR Southport is an energetic people oriented Organisation that 
is a privilege to be a member of.  Whilst my activity is limited to 
the SWT, and now just the opening shift due to my wife’s medical 
situation, I enjoy the comradery of the group and certainly miss more 
involvement.  My prime duty today is as my wife’s carer, and that 
prevents me from being more active. 
  
WHAT IS THE MOST MEMORABLE ACTIVATION YOU HAVE 
BEEN INVOLVED IN? 
A highlight of my time was during my stint at Coastguard 
Southport.  Quietly sitting in the crew room one morning back in 2010, 
we were summonsed by the Gold Coast Water Police, along with VMR, 
to an aircraft accident near Jumpinpin.  Upon arrival we saw a Seaplane 
resting on it’s back on a mud bank.  All persons aboard had been 
evacuated to the beach, and were medically being attended to by VMR. 
Not long after our arrival a Rescue helicopter also arrived on scene, and 

winched down a Doctor. Coastguard was given the job of trying to right 
the Seaplane. I was in the old Coastguard 2 vessel, that had two 300hp 
engines, that provided lots of the grunt necessary to right the upturned 
aircraft. I was pleased that my aeronautical knowledge came into use 
in the rescue, otherwise the tail plane might have been ripped from the 
aircraft. We had to pull from the rear support of the floats, straightening 
our stainless steel shackle in the process. Coastguard was then tasked 
to tow the plane to it’s mooring upstream of the Gold Coast Marina 
on the Coomera River.  A rather unique rescue for any marine rescue 
organisation. 

WHAT DO I DO IN MY SPARE TIME?
Fishing and photography have seemingly been life long activities of 
mine.  I got to know the Broadwater quite well, long before the Seaway 
was built, first in my little 4hp driven 12 foot dinghy, and then more 
powerful runabouts, back in the days when you never came home 
without many feeds of fish for the family. I love to get out fishing 
whenever I can. 
I really enjoy the quiet mornings at the Seaway Tower for photography, 
especially given the range of vivid sunrises we experience.
 
MY FUTURE INTENTIONS WITH VMR
I hope I can remain reaping the rewards of the Seaway Tower, until age 
prevents me.

One of Bob's early morning photographs 
from the Seaway Tower

Proud Supporters of VMR Southport 
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RECRUIT
Brent Edwards

Ray Spiteri

SENIOR CREW
Warren Beeston

CREW
George Walker

Siobhan Houlihan

NATIONAL MEDAL 
Nathan Brown

ACTIVE  MEMBER 
PROMOTIONS/aWARDS
Active Members who have 
achieved higher ranking

Congratulations to:

ACTiVATiONS MAY 
2021

JuNE
2021

JuLY
 2021

Towed Vessels 47 49 48

Jump Starts 9 4 5

Pump Outs 2 1 3

Transporting

Fire

Standby

Medical 8 4 2

Searches 1

Dispersals 2

Public Relations 11 1 3

Crew Training 54 54 73

Groundings 6 8 8

Other 1 9 8

Investgate 7 4 1

TOTALS 145 134 154

SOME STATS

NATIONAL MEDAL CLASPS 

Glenn Norris  -  1st Clasp - 25 Years

Greg Turner   - 2nd Clasp - 35 Years

John Wise      - 2nd Clasp - 35 Years 
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Jill joined this Organisation in June 1996, and during her time 
has overseen the processing of some 40,000 plus membership 

applications and renewals, whilst also undertaking the long list of other 
office duties required with operating Queensland’s busiest Marine 
Rescue Squadron.

Many of the Membership Secretaries jobs were performed manually 
in the early days, however much of the workload is now modernised by 
the use of online functions.

Every Wednesday morning, and sometimes Thursday mornings, 
depending on the depth of paperwork in her in tray, Jill has mobilised her 
small team of helpers to ensure that everyone who joins as a member, 
renews their membership, or makes an enquiry about membership, 
receives the necessary paperwork and membership card that ensures 
their safety on the Gold Coast’s waterways.

Jill has also served on the Management Committee, and has been a 
member of various other Committees that have been created throughout 
VMR Southport’s existence. 

Several of the major building projects around the Rescue Base have 
also been made possible by substantial monetary donations by Jill.

In 2013 Jill McGhie was awarded a Life Membership for her 
outstanding efforts and contribution.

During her time with VMR Southport, nothing has ever gotten in 
the way of her membership duties, not withstanding Jill being a keen 
traveler, and loving at least one game of golf each week.

MORE HOLIDAYS AND GOLF - 
OUR MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY RETIRES

Over the past 25 years Jill McGhie 
has served as the Membership 
Secretary at VMR Southport. 

Jill can also be very protective, and anyone over time that has tried 
to steal her favourite ginger nut biscuits, has gotten to see that Jill does 
have another very delicate side!!!

In April 2021, Jill advised the VMR team that she would like to 
retire, and unfortunately we had to come to a realisation that a wonderful 
career was about to come to an end.

In typical Jill fashion, this retirement would only eventuate when she 
had fully trained up a replacement person for her position, and therefore 
Kelly Jones, another long serving member was taken under her wing.

Jill officially retired in June 2021, and on behalf of everyone at VMR 
Southport we wish her happy golfing, wonderful travels, and the best of 
health.

Thank you Jill McGhie for your service.

Jill McGhie (centre) and her VMR 
Administration helpers, Beris Simpson (L) 

and Collene Charters (R) 
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The ink is about to dry on the blue-print to manage the Gold 
Coast waterways over the next decade, and the map illustrates 

some exciting shifts in direction.
Extensive consultation and co-design with community and key 

stakeholders for the future management of the ‘blue behind the gold’ has 
come to fruition with the Gold Coast Waterways Management Strategy 
2021-2030 ready for release. 

Gold Coast Waterways Authority (GCWA) CEO Hal Morris has 
shared insights as to what is new about the next strategy, and why it’s 
going to be a game-changer for waterways management now, and into 
the future. 

“The 2021-2030 strategy for the waterways is a real celebration 
of our status as a Waterways City, and there is a sincere focus on 
encouraging locals and visitor to make the most of what that has to 
offer,” Hal said.

“Naturally it builds on the 2014-2023 strategy foundations of 
sustainable management and improved waterways quality, however 
we’re taking our planning to the next level, with world-class principles 
for management of waterways and land-based reserves.

“What I really love about the new strategy, is that it not only reflects 
the communities’ vision, but it identifies and capitalises on the cultural, 
social, economic, and environmental values that make the Gold Coast 
special, setting our wonderful city apart from every other community in 
Australia in the process.”

Hal said two key imperatives had been added to the new strategy,
“The increasing use of the waterways system due to local population 

growth and intensifying impacts of climate change are unavoidable 
elements to navigate in our future management, and with that in mind, 
we’ve taken action now in this strategy through innovative planning,” he 
said.

Fresh strategy 
sets the course for our 

Waterways City 

“The GCWA has always been a leader in engineering solutions, with 
no better example than the unique working structure that is the Sand 
Bypass System Jetty. The first-of-its-kind structure was built in 1986, 
and still plays a key role in supporting the Gold Coast Seaway to provide 
safe transit between the Broadwater and the ocean for recreational and 
commercial vessels.

“Fast forward to 2021 and beyond, and we continue to invest 
and harness science and technology to forecast and strategise our 
management plans. In-field data collection as part of a smart camera 
trial and the commissioning of a remotely operated vehicle to undertake 
a range of tasks such as marine-habit surveys and maintenance checks. 
These are just a couple of examples of what people can expect to see 
more of going forward.” 

Hal added that while the fresh strategy had a future-focused lens, 
the community could depend on the continued delivery of the vital core 
business of the organisation.

“Our focus remains firmly on access, connections, and destinations, 
and people only need to take a walk around the Moondarewa Spit 
foreshore improvements and the Seaway Promenade at The Spit for 
some examples of what’s being achieved in that space,” he said.

“By getting the planning right, we’ll make sure the Gold Coast 
continues to embrace the vast opportunities of being a waterways city.

“I want to extend my sincere thanks to everyone who actively co-
designed the Gold Coast Waterways Management Strategy 2021-2030 
by engaging in the consultation process. The next ten years represents a 
huge journey of growth for our Waterways City, and I’m confident the 
new strategy will be a strong compass for that voyage.”

When formally endorsed, the Gold Coast Waterways Management 
Strategy 2021-2030 will be delivered through the GCWA Management 
Program.
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Two Russell Island residents who were caught 
illegally cutting up and burning protected marine 
plants have been fined $2,668.

Queensland Boating and Fisheries Patrol district 
officer Chris Watts said fisheries officers caught 
the offenders red-handed in a rapid response to a 
complaint to the Fishwatch hotline.

“Fisheries inspectors observed them cutting 
mangroves with a chainsaw and throwing them onto 
a fire, with up to 25 square metres of marine plants 
affected,” he said.

“All marine plants, including mangroves are 
protected by law in Queensland and a permit is 
required for operational works involving their 
removal, damage or destruction.

“In this case, there was no permit to carry out 
assessable development under the Planning Act 2016.

“Fisheries Infringement Notices were issued to the 
two residents, with fines of $1,334 each.”

Mr Watts said illegally damaging or destroying 
marine plants can have a lasting impact on 
Queensland’s fisheries resources.

“Healthy tidal fish habitats are important for the 
animals that live there and any loss of mangroves will 
have a flow-on effect to fish and crab populations,” he 
said.

On-the-spot fines
for mangrove destruction on 
Southern Moreton Bay island

“Even minor disturbance to marine plants can have 
a cumulative effect, leading to a long-term decline in 
local fish production and general aquatic health.”

The protection of all marine plants in Queensland 
including mangroves, seagrass, salt couch and 
samphires applies on private, leasehold and public 
lands regardless of whether the plants are alive or 
dead.

Unacceptable damage to marine plants and habitat 
includes:

• removal, trimming or lopping for views or other 
aesthetic reasons

• spraying with herbicide
• reclaiming tidal lands to extend lawns or 

gardens
• burning or mowing salt couch or mangroves
• dumping rubbish or waste on tidal lands.
Mr Watts said Queensland Boating and Fisheries 

Patrol can issue on-the-spot fines of $1,334 for 
damaging marine plants and habitats, and penalties 
of up to $598,500 may apply in cases which are 
prosecuted in court.

Everyone is encouraged to help protect marine 
plants and report any damage to the 24 hour, toll-free 
Fishwatch hotline 1800 017 116.

Follow Fisheries Queensland on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter (@DAFQld).
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VMR Southport’s Charter

To save and assist in saving life and property 
at sea.

To provide personnel and equipment in order 
to carry out search and rescue operations at 

sea and on the Gold Coast waterways.

To liaise and work with other marine rescue 
groups.

To undertake campaigns to educate 
members of the boating public in matters of 

marine safety.

Flares must be carried on all Queensland-registered ships, visiting 
interstate ships, ships under a restricted use authority, and personal 
watercraft (PWC) that operate beyond smooth water limits, except for 
tenders that don’t need registration. Two orange smoke, and 2 red hand 
flares are needed as part of the safety equipment for these boats. 

Your flares must be in date. Flares have a life span of 3 years and 
must be replaced before they expire. The expiry date is printed on the 
flare.

Always read the instructions and make sure you understand the 
manufacturer’s directions before storing your flares on board your boat.

Flares should be stored in a dry place where they will be easily 
accessible in an emergency.

The red and orange flares allow a distress signal to be seen during 
the day and at night-time. Effective ranges of these flares in conditions 
of good visibility are:

Flare type At night During the day
Red hand flare 5 to 10 

nautical miles
Are red in colour and can 
be used during the day.

Orange smoke 
flare

Not suitable Very limited visibility up to 
1.4 nautical miles (nm) but 
better from the air.

  

Flares

There are severe penalties for the misuse of flares.
Make sure you dispose of expired flares correctly. 
Out of date flares can be safely disposed of by VMR Southport 
Please feel free to deliver these to our Base anytime.
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I have been provided a briefing in relation to the Search 
& Rescue mission that occurred on the evening of 

24/07/2021, in offshore waters east of the Gold Coast Seaway.
I wish to pass on the appreciation of the Water Police 

Gold Coast to all involved both directly and indirectly in this 
particular incident.

The ongoing support provided in these types of rescues 
highlights the importance of volunteers in the community, 
to provide the capability response necessary for successful 
outcomes such as this.

Please pass on my thanks to all within the organisation for 
their support in this, and future activations.
Regards

Tony Nelson
Acting Senior Sergeant 
Officer in Charge
Water Police Gold Coast

Appreciation 
  is
 appreciated

Last Sunday I had the misfortune (my own stupid fault) 
of running my Cruiser aground opposite Currigee.

I made a phone call to VMR Southport and was told by the 
guy who answered the phone that a Rescue Boat was about to 
leave VMR to go to another job, but they would check out my 
situation on their way north.

Within 10 minutes your Crew was with my boat, and soon 
after I was floating free, much to my wife’s joy.

I want to convey my thanks to the great people at VMR 
Southport for everything you guys do for boaties on the 
Broadwater.

I have learnt my lesson in several ways, I wasn’t a member 
of VMR (I am now), I should have paid more attention to the 
beacons, and I have been told of my errors by my wife (more 
than once).

Thank you VMR for being there for me.

Michael (your newest member).
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About Bamboo Charcoal  -  
helping eliminate allergens, odours and damp.

VMR FUNCTION ROOM
Looking for somewhere different to celebrate your special occasion?

VMR has a Function Room for hire
Engagements - Weddings - and Private Functions

And spectacular sunsets at no extra cost

Please call VMR on 
55 911 300 

for further information.

Why Bamboo? 
Because Bamboo is one of the most eco-friendly plants out there. It 

is fast growing to replenish itself, requires no pesticide and uses all the 
water it needs from natural rainfall.

When activated in kilns, the bamboo charcoal becomes carbon 
neutral and bio degradable so that when the charcoal has passed its “use 
by” efficiency (two years plus) it can be tipped into your garden soil.  A 
recycling process at its most efficient and totally eco friendly.

Safe & non toxic alternative to scented air fresheners that contain 
dangerous chemicals.

DIRECTIONS :
Re-use & Rejuvenate  Kingpin Bamboo Charcoal Eco Packs by 

placing in the sunlight for 1 hour every month.  UV rays clear the pores 
and re-set the bamboo charcoal ready to use again and again.

Recycle after 2 years by sprinkling the charcoal into the garden soil 
to complete the carbon cycle, as well as providing nutrients and water 
retention for your soil. www.kingpinteam.com

www.kingpinpegs.com.au
Diane Trouchet  0417 913 869

Advertising in the Vsheet is as easy as calling

        55 911 300
       or the Advertising Manager

         glenn@mrq.org.au
Marine Safety begins with you

VsheetSOUTHPORT - SURFERS PARADISE
Volunteer Marine Rescue
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super snaps

ABOVE: The coming together 
             of the troops after a 
             successful marine        
             search and rescue   
             mission

LEfT:Marine Rescue 1 towing 
        a 70 foot Cruiser,     
        weighing 32 tonnes, in 2     
         metre seasABOVE: The trials and tribulations of a         

             3am callout
BELOW: Green Crew inspecting the
             construction of the new ‘ Dive     
             Site ‘ off Main Beach



PLEASE SUPPORT THESE LOCAL BUSINESSES WHO SUPPORT VMR SOUTHPORT
TRADE & SERVICES DIRECTORY

E: info@evolutionsails.com.au
W: www.evolutionsails.com.au
27/231 Brisbane Road, Labrador

evolution

Evolution
Sailmakers

Graham Sherring
Ph:  55 377433

hopeislandmarina@outlook.com
www.hopeislandmarina.com

Email- odyssey.electrics@bigpond.com
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