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nor does VMR guarantee the accuracy of
statements made by contributors or advertisers
or accept any responsibility for any product or
service statement made herein.

W

ell here we are again and its almost Christmas time - Where has the year gone?
It just continues to get busier and busier here at VMR Southport, and with less than
a month to go until the end of the year we are very rapidly approaching having undertaken 1000
rescue activations for 2021.
I cannot thank the Rescue Crews and Radio Operators enough for their diligence and hard
work, every single day, in ensuring that all calls for assistance get the attention they need, there
is a reasonable response time for every request, and that regardless of the nature of the call for
assistance, those that utilise our service are satisfied with the assistance given, at the completion
of the task.
I am very pleased to report that we get very few complaints about our service, which is a
credit to our Organisation, and its level of professionalism.
I would also like to express my appreciation to those members who have contributed to
making our Rescue Vessels, and Rescue Base look so well presented. These are the image of our
Organisation. Hardly a day goes by without someone commenting about how good everything
looks.
Having had our Annual General Meeting in late September I would again like to thank those
outgoing Committee members for their contribution over the past 12 months, and welcome in the
new team. There are some great things planned moving forward, and maintaining our number one
position as the best Marine Rescue Organisation is my highest priority.
An outstanding highlight in recent weeks has been that of VMR Southport being crowned the
winner of the very prestigious Australian Maritime Safety Award for Long Standing Contribution
to Search and Rescue. This award is thoroughly deserved, and belongs to every member of this
Organisation, past and present.
Unfortunately because of COVID-19 implications, the normal presentation of this award in
Canberra has been postponed, however, noting that, nothing can take away the importance of this
accolade, given the amazing number of rescue activations that have been performed, the number
of unpaid hours that have been contributed by volunteers, the number of human lives that have
been saved at sea, the number of injuries to persons that been prevented, and the dollar value of
property that has been saved in this Organisations existence.
I am in awe of every single member of VMR Southport having contributed in receiving this
award.
At a recent meeting of members, the Officer in Charge of the Gold Coast Water Police, Senior
Sergeant Jay Notaro, spoke of the amazing value of what VMR units do across the length and
breadth of Australia, and the benefit they provide to Search and Rescue Authorities in times of
emergencies, noting just how lucrative to VMR Southport receiving this award is.
I am extremely pleased to also report that a very high percentage of Active Members of VMR
Southport have received their COVID-19 vaccinations, and whilst I respect every single persons
right as to whether they do, or whether they don’t vaccinate, I am bouyed to know that should this
virus become more prevalent in the community the greater majority of our members have that
extra level of protection should they fall ill.
VMR Southport has seen a very rapid rise in membership numbers in the past few months,
and those new members signing up, far outweigh the attrition rate of those who don’t renew. It
is very encouraging to know that we are well on the way to having 5000 Associate members of
VMR Southport. This growth is amazing, and a sign of confidence that the boating community
entrusts VMR Southport to protect them on the local waterways.
VMR membership makes a great gift, be it at Christmas, or any other time of the year, and
the value of being covered is well worth the $77 fee, so if you know someone who should have
membership and doesn’t, anytime is a good time to remind them of the benefits. Please also
contact our Rescue Base on 5591 1300 if you would like to purchase a VMR membership as a
gift.
As we head into the festive season, and the warmer weather I encourage you to be prepared
on the water. Incidents and accidents happen in an instance, and given the environment, there can
be challenges in sourcing assistance. Are you prepared to prevent an unwanted circumstance? Is
your vessel in good working order? Do your navigation lights work correctly? Do you have the
correct safety gear? These are things you should be looking at now, so that you don’t meet VMR
by accident, and I encourage everyone to be prepared before hitting the water.
VMR Southport operate 24 / 7 and will have multiple crews available at all times in the
upcoming busy period, so please don’t hesitate to contact our Base if you need assistance.
On behalf of VMR Southport may I wish everyone a very safe and Merry Christmas, and a
Happy New Year, and please take care on the water.
Thank you again for your tremendous support.

Glenn Norris

President 2021 - 2022
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SADLY MISSED

KEITH TAYLOR M.B.E (KT) - Member No. 434

KEN (Kenny) MUIR, Member No. 122

Joined VMR Southport 11/08/1997

Joined Air Sea Rescue in August 1982, and migrated into
Volunteer Marine Rescue at formation in May 1997.

Keith served as Communications Controller on the VMR Southport
Management Committee from 1999 to 2001 and was a Sunday
Warrior at the Seaway Tower back in the days when 150 - 200
vessels would log in the mornings, on just about every weekend. For
many years, together with fellow Radio Operator Keith Webb, KT
would instruct, and make sure everyone passed the Marine Radio
Licence course on Thursday evenings, over 6 weeks.
Keith will always be remembered for his mumbling, and dry, but
very quick sense of humour.
Keith was 94 years of age.

Gentleman Ken held the Base Friday opening shift for most of
his tenure and was religious in ensuring the back-up radio battery
was checked, and all Base and vessel fixtures were secure when he
entered for his shift. With a real generosity of spirit he was always
willing to assist and impart his knowledge to newcomers and was in
the first batch of Radio Operators awarded Senior Radio Operator
status on implementation of this rank.
Ken and Denise (passed away 11.1.2021) lived in Main Beach for
many years and was always good for an emergency radio shift if he
could assist.
Ken was 88 years of age

FRONT COVER
How times have changed, the
1970's versus the 2020's.

PROUD SUPPORTERS OF VMR SOUTHPORT
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AND THE WINNER IS

VOLUNTEER MARINE RESCUE SOUTHPORT
M

uch to the delight of VMR
Southport, this Organisation
has been crowned the winners of
the 2021 Australian Maritime Safety
Authority (AMSA), National Search
and Rescue Award, for a Long
Standing Contribution to Search and
Rescue.
This is an extremely prestigious
award and every single person
who has been a part of Air Sea
Rescue Southport, or Volunteer
Marine Rescue in its 52 plus years
of operation has contributed to this
accolade.
VMR Southport sincerely thanks
those who nominated the Squadron
for this award, those who have
contributed to this Organisation
throughout its existence, and
furthermore those judges who
awarded us the winners guernsey.
Due to COVID restrictions
there has not yet been an official
presentation, however we look
forward to receiving our award at a
later date.

A

As per the AMSA Media Release

ir Sea Rescue Southport (ASR)
(1969 - 1997) / Volunteer Marine
Rescue Southport (VMR) (1997 - ) has been in
operation since the late 1960’s. Throughout the
past 52 years their members have continuously
provided maritime search and rescue services
to those operating vessels on the waters of the
Gold Coast region.
This Organisation currently operates under
a Service Agreement with the Queensland
Government’s Fire and Emergency Service,
that requires the Squadron to undertake a
broad range of search and rescue activities,
including responding when a surface vessel
has requested assistance, transmitted a distress
signal, is apparently in distress, is reported to
be overdue, is unable to make a safe haven, is
sinking, or has sunk.
It is estimated that in the 50 plus years
that ASR / VMR has been in operation,
there have been in excess of 35,000 rescue
activations, 2,500,000 volunteer man hours
contributed, over 80,000 persons returned to
safety, 1.8 million litres of fuel used in the 28
rescue vessels that have been part of the fleet,

and tens of millions of dollars of property and
equipment saved from the perils of the ocean.
In order to achieve such a high level of
search and rescue support for those mariners
operating their vessels on Gold Coast waters,
the Squadron has a Radio Operator on duty 24
/ 7, six Rescue Crews, consisting of 12 - 14
members, who operate a 24 hour shift over
each weekend and public holiday, and midweek
crews who maintain a response readiness
status, on call as required.
Rescue Crews also include a fully
qualified Queensland Ambulance Service
First Responder, who is a highly trained First
Aider with the ability to stabilise injured
and ill patients prior to the arrival of more
qualified medical personnel. The fact that there
are multiple volunteers qualified in this role
demonstrates the professionalism of the VMR
Southport crews.
For the past 50 plus years ASR and VMR
Southport has ‘walked the talk’ whilst saving
and assisting to save lives and property at sea,
and providing personnel and equipment in
order to carry out search and rescue operations
at sea and on the Gold Coast waterways.
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NotEaBle
Jobs
by Glenn Norris

A

crew was recently activated by the Queensland Police Service
to assist them and Paramedics with a patient who was very
unruly on South Stradbroke Island. The lady was injured and very
unco-operative, and given the circumstances a Police dog was also
transported to the scene on the VMR vessel. Once the situation was
bought under control and the patient treated for her injuries, she couldn’t
resist taunting the dog, who took a great deal of non appreciation at the
antics shown, and it took some very professional handling by the Police
Officers to attempt some calming tactics, to ensure their best friend
didn’t have their customer for dinner.
Hopefully when the patient recovers she will have a greater
appreciation of these animals and the role they play as part of their job.

A

fter a busy day and nearing the end of their shift, the Tuesday
Crew were alerted to an emergency activation approximately 17
nautical miles from the Gold Coast Seaway. The day had already posed
some very challenging windy conditions, and the offshore swell and
wind chop was creating a far from comfortable situation. The VMR Base
had received a call from the Police Communications Centre in Cairns,
who had taken a 000 telephone call from a 15 metre Sailing Catamaran
that was in distress to the north east of South Stradbroke Island.  
At almost the same time, VMR was also contacted by the Gold Coast
Water Police who had received a report of an EPIRB activation in the
same general area.
As a result, Marine Rescue 1 (MR1) swiftly departed for the
location, to be told by the Seaway Tower that westerly wind gusts were
reaching 35 knots and a strong swell was starting to build.
Reaching the stricken vessel in daylight hours would be difficult.
MR1 reached the vessel 1.5 hours later to discover that the sails had
been ripped by the winds, and the very under powered outboard motor
onboard was not able to cope with the awful conditions.
The Crew was greatly assisted by the Queensland Government
Rescue 500 helicopter which had been diverted from another incident in
the Moreton Bay region to assist, and with its very bright searchlight was
able both to identify the vessel, and to highlight its location.
A tow line was connected, enabling VMR to tow the yacht back to
the Seaway, in an increasingly strong swell that reached over 2.5 metres,
making for a very uncomfortable passage back, both for the rescue vessel
and the yacht.
At the following morning’s debrief the yacht’s owners were
extremely grateful for the assistance that had been provided, and
explained that they were relative novices and had got into trouble when
their anchor had dragged, and as a result, they had been blown by the
strong winds through the South Passage Bar in Moreton Bay, to where
they finally were rescued. They had hoped to be able to sail back into
a safe area, but once it became apparent that this was not feasible they
called for assistance – something that they were inordinately grateful to
have received.
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A

man called VMR recently to request a tow of his brand new
jetski. Having collected the vessel from the Dealer the afternoon
before, he was motoring down the Broadwater when the ski lost all
power, and smoke started emanating from under the front bonnet.
Quickly making it to a sandbank, the man contacted VMR, to tow him
and his craft back to the boatramp. It appeared that an overheating
engine was the problem, and a warranty claim was probable given the
jetski had had only 1.2 hours of use. Furthermore, the new owner had
waited 7 months to receive his jetski, given the current stock shortage. A
very unhappy customer.

A

frantic vessel owner made a desperate call to VMR on a recent
weekend, when on approach to Runaway Marina he ran out
of fuel in his 13 metre vessel. He had managed to drop anchor, but
was sitting right in the middle of the entrance to the Marina, a mere 50
metres short of the Fuel Wharf. VMR were quickly on scene, and took
the vessel in tow to the wharf, were a very relieved owner was only to
happy to take out VMR membership, and make a great donation. Not all
VMR activations work out to be long tows.

T

he Gold Coast Water Police called upon VMR Southport recently
to assist them with a boating accident in the Nerang River. Two
jetskis had collided, with those aboard being injured. The patients had
already been transported to a nearby private residence, where they were
being attended to by Paramedics. VMR was given the job of towing
both jetski’s to the Nerang boat ramp, where the owners had launched
from. On arrival, the jetskis were recovered onto their trailers, and a
Tow Truck winched both onto a tilt tray, so they could be taken away for
Police examination, as part of the collision investigation process.

A

lady contacted VMR recently to report that an unmanned vessel
was drifting near the front of the VMR Base. The 6 metre vessel
had reportedly drifted with the wind and tide from within the Marine
Stadium, with the anchor rope eventually tangled with a floating bouy,
only 20 metres offshore. As the vessel was unmanned, the details were
passed to the Gold Coast Water Police, who happened to be in the
area, dropping by in order to attempt to locate the owner of the vessel.
On their closer inspection, smoke appeared to be streaming from the
cabin of the vessel, and a very pungent electrical burning smell became
evident. VMR was quickly contacted to assist Police in towing the vessel
to shore, where two Fire Crews were arriving. This tow was successful,
albeit now with the smoke quite thick. A Fire Officer in Breathing
Apparatus quickly boarded the vessel, pulling some smoking upholstery
from the cabin, while other Officers dampened down the area with water
hoses. The vessel was saved of any major damage, and the owner arrived
shortly after, unsure of how the chain of events started.
A different sort of job.

Annual General Meeting 2021

Special Presentations
LEFT -

Very deserving joint winners of the ‘ Glenn
Norris Trophy ‘ Peter Tatham (L) and Peter
Bell (R) with President Glenn Norris (C)

RIGHT -

Long serving member John Lang receiving
his 20 Year Service Plaque from the VMR
Southport President

LEFT -

Skipper Nathan Brown receiving his National
Medal and 15 Year Service Plaque from
President Glenn Norris

RIGHT -

Retiring Membership Secretary Jill McGhie
receiving her gift of thanks on behalf of VMR
Southport
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ACTIVE MEMBER
PROMOTIONS/aWARDS
Active Members who have
achieved higher ranking

Congratulations to:

SOME STATS
AUGUST
2021

SEPTEMBER
2021

OCTOBER
2021

Towed Vessels

69

70

74

Jump Starts

4

2

1

Pump Outs

3

2

1

ACTIVATIONS

Transporting
Fire

SENIOR CREW
Siobhan Houlihan
Peter Wraight

1

Standby
Medical

6

Searches

2

1

Dispersals

1

2

Public Relations

3

2

2

INSHORE SKIPPER ENDORSED
Peter Bell

Crew Training

39

47

69

NATIONAL MEDAL

Groundings

7

7

10

Peter Wraight (VMR Southport / RAN)

Other

8

8

6

Investgate

5

8

5

147

155

176

TOTALS

8

CREW
Ray Spiteri
Caitlyn Taylor
Gary Phillips
Leigh French
Darran Saunders
Brent Edwards

5

INSHORE SKIPPER
Katy Counsell

NATIONAL MEDAL CLASPS
2ND CLASP - 35 YEARS - Hunter Neuss
(VMR Southport / NSW Fire Service)

Proud Supporters of VMR Southport
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ACCESS - CONNECTIONS - DESTINATIONS
BRINGING TO LIFE THE VISION OF

‘OUR WATERWAYS CITY’

A

s the end of 2021 approaches, the Gold Coast Waterways
Authority reflects on a busy year that saw the agency develop
with the community a new strategic outlook for the next decade, deliver
major infrastructure projects, and farewell its long-standing Chief
Executive Officer, Hal Morris.
Addressing the challenges of population growth and the impacts of
climate change, the future strategic direction of the Gold Coast Waterways
Authority (GCWA) was set in September by the new 10-year Waterways
Management Strategy 2021-2030. Following extensive consultation
with the community and key stakeholders, the Strategy was developed
to celebrate the Gold Coast’s status as a Waterways City, and to focus
on waterways access, connections and destinations delivered through
integrated, place-based planning. The Strategy addresses the need for an
informed and well-managed response to address increasing waterways
use and congestion as the population grows, and the intensifying impacts
of climate change.
In 2022 the GCWA will implement the Strategy through the Waterways
Management Program - a one plus three-year rolling program of works to
improve and maintain navigational access to Gold Coast waters, and to
develop and improve public marine facilities.
Throughout 2021 the implementation of The Spit Master Plan
continued with the completion of new spaces for locals and visitors to
enjoy on Moondarewa Spit and the Seaway Promenade. The Queensland
Government recently announced further funding of $16.95 million to
deliver works that reflect the community’s vision for improved recreational
spaces and access to the waterways.
The GCWA has been investing throughout 2021 to improve access to
the waterways. The Alberton Boat Ramp Upgrade was completed in mid2021, where an additional boat ramp lane was constructed to increase the
efficiency of the boat facility. The Jacobs Well Boat Ramp upgrade is to be
completed before the end of 2021, including replacement of the existing
jetty, pontoon relocation and extension, the installation of a floating
walkway and widening of the boat ramp. Other popular marine facilities

are scheduled for upgrade next year, including Proud Park Pontoon
Replacement and Muriel Henchman Park.
With increasing vessel registrations on the Gold Coast, and as part
of The Spit Master Plan implementation, the planned works for Muriel
Henchman Park will help meet the growing demand for vessel launching.
Major improvements, including additional parking spaces, boat ramp
upgrades, new amenities and a pontoon extension is being designed
to increase capacity and efficiency. Safety for users will be enhanced
through dedicated, separate launching areas for recreational, commercial,
emergency, and non-motorised watercraft. The GCWA will undertake
further engagement with the community before finalising the design plans
in early 2022.
The GCWA has continued to play an important role in the Queensland
Government’s War on Wrecks initiative by working with its partner
agencies to manage and remove abandoned watercraft and other property
found within Gold Coast waterways.
The completion of the Gold Coast Seaway dredging project is
expected in January 2022. Shoaled material from the Gold Coast Seaway
entrance and adjacent North Channel and South Channel is being removed
to maintain safe navigational access into Gold Coast waterways. Thanks
to the operation of the Sand Bypass System, the Gold Coast Seaway only
requires dredging every 5-10 years.
After more than 8 years of dedicated service, GCWA Chief Executive
Officer (CEO) Hal Morris retired from the position in late October. Hal
has led the GCWA since 2013 and oversaw many important initiatives
that improved the access and management of the waterways. We thank Mr
Morris for his dedication to ensuring that the Gold Coast waterways are
well maintained and accessible to everyone. Nerissa Bartlett is currently
the Acting CEO of the GCWA until the next CEO is announced.
The New 10-year Waterways Management Strategy 2021-2030 is
available online via gcwa.qld.gov.au
Visit the GCWA website and Facebook page for updates from the
GCWA in 2022.
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Portrait of a VMR

Volunteer

MICHAEL PECKHAM
SENIOR CREW
JOINED VMR JULY 2018
A BIT ABOUT ME
Most of my life I have worked in retail and hospitality, having sold
everything from designer jeans to vintage wines, and serving in Haute
Cuisine restaurants.
I have a partner, and two children, and given my partners work, I
have lived in many parts of the world. I still call Australia home though
these days,
WHY DID I JOIN VMR?
My family had always been involved in Surf Lifesaving back in my
native South Africa. Since I am now a bit old for the run / swim / run
routine I decided on VMR instead, after hearing a radio advertisement.
I thought this would be a great way to meet new friends and give
back to the community in a meaningful way. Giving time is worth much
more than money.
WHAT DO I ENJOY MOST ABOUT BEING A MEMBER OF
VMR?
It’s never to late to learn. I am now in my forties and still enjoy
training and learning new skills. The camaraderie of like minded people,
especially my new family on Black Crew, and all of the other VMR
members whether they be from Southport or anywhere else is priceless.
My absolute favourite is getting a wave from all the boaties as we patrol
the Broadwater, whether a bearded salty dog or an excited nipper, it
always brings me a smile.
WHAT IS THE MOST MEMORABLE ACTIVATION YOU HAVE
BEEN INVOLVED IN?
A while ago I was involved in an incident during my Sunday night
radio shift. A local boatie had purchased a boat in Brisbane and decided
to bring it home that day. Unfortunately he took many risks and few
precautions, and ran into trouble. To cut a long story short, he ran out
of fuel on the starboard engine, lost his navigation ability, didn’t know

where any of his emergency gear was located, had no water, no food
and no idea of where he was in the dark. The boat was washed onto the
beach about one mile north of the Seaway. I will never forget those few
moments before the boat hit the sand. Alone, exhausted, and in darkness,
the Skipper thought his time had come. It was pretty humbling to be
honest.
Along the way I had kept in contact with our Search and Rescue
Controller who in turn had notified the Gold Coast Water Police.
VMR Southport was then tasked to set off in search of our benighted
boatie who was eventually located by the Ranger and brought over to the
lee side of Stradbroke Island.
Fortunately he suffered no injuries, and we were all able to have a
friendly laugh and a cup of coffee around 4am back at the VMR base.
Things could have been far worse had I not been given the training
that I have from VMR Southport.
WHAT DO I DO IN MY SPARE TIME?
Watch Rugby Union and movies on TV, read Comic books, play
video games, go surfing, apparently I am a good cook, and I enjoy model
aircraft building...
MY FUTURE INTENTIONS WITH VMR
My only goal or aim in being part of VMR is to be the kind of Crew
Member that everybody wants on their Rescue vessel, no matter the
weather conditions or the the type of job being attended to.
Oh, and also to be undisputed king of catering on the Crew.
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Marine Rescue 1

GOES TO THE BEAUTICIAN

G

old Coast City Marina & Shipyard (GCCM) and the businesses
onsite are known for working together to create a seamless yard
period. When it comes to supporting local Volunteer Marine Rescue –
Southport (VMR) the crew will always deliver their very best.
Recently, GCCM lifted “Marine Rescue 1”. The Noosa Cat is the last
in a fleet of three the shipyard has lifted for their annual maintenance for
VMR - Southport. With the help of Superyacht Solutions, AkzoNobel
(manufacturers of Awlgrip and International yacht paints), and Bradford
Marine Services, “Marine Rescue 1” is now back in the water and ready
for what is sure to be a busy summer boating season.
“Marine Rescue 1,” like the others that came before her, was treated
to a superyacht finish thanks to the high-profile businesses and products
involved.
Superyacht Solutions, after engaging with “Marine Rescue 2” and
“Marine Rescue 4,” was more than happy to provide for the third vessel
in the fleet.
“Superyacht Solutions has had the pleasure of providing abovewaterline hull refinishing to three of the vessels operated by VMR
– Southport,” explained Steve Wicks, Group Director Superyacht
Solutions. “Throughout its history, Superyacht Solutions has welcomed
opportunities to assist charitable seafaring endeavours and, whilst
perhaps not well recognized, has a very lengthy experience in finishing
and refinishing all manner of work and patrol vessels.”
AkzoNobel graciously provided products to be applied above and
below-waterline. The Awlcraft 2000 ‘Lauderdale Blue,’ ‘Super Jet
Black,’ and ‘Fleet White’ applied by Superyacht Solutions and their
Micron AP premium antifouling, applied by Bradford Marine Services.
The work completed for the fleet of rescue vessels for VMR –
Southport is a prime example of why it’s not just a job at GCCM, it truly
is their pleasure. Each vessel, no matter the origin or destination, will be
treated like their own and look and feel all the better for it.

About Gold Coast City Marina & Shipyard
The iconic Gold Coast City Marina & Shipyard (GCCM), a vital part
of the thriving 250-hectare Gold Coast Marine Precinct, is the largest
refit and repair yard in the Southern Hemisphere, attracting yachts
from around the globe. It’s service capabilities extend to all aspects of
marine refit, maintenance, and construction for vessels of all shapes and
sizes. With over 90 on-site businesses, employing in excess of 700 topquality marine contractors, no other facility in southern waters has such
a diverse and professionally recognized offering. GCCM was the first
shipyard in the Asia Pacific region to be awarded 5 Gold Anchor Global
Marina Accreditation and stands proudly as the regions most awarded
refit and repair facility.
For further media information, interviews or images relating to
GCCM, contact:
Madelyn Forsyth | m: +61 466 225 106 | e: madelyn@gccm.com.au
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Portrait of a VMR

Volunteer

PETER WRAIGHT
SENIOR CREW
JOINED VMR SEPTEMBER 2019
A BIT ABOUT ME
Prior to retirement and joining VMR, I had a vast and varied career
path. I commenced my working life in the Royal Australian Navy as
an Apprentice in 1978. Unfortunately my Naval career was cut short
due to an injury sustained whilst serving. Since that point, I have been
employed in the hospitality and then the engineering fields, and mining.
I spent a decade in the Victorian Prison systems (No, not as an inmate)
but in a managerial role within the prison. After that I went back to a
Federal Government role finishing my employed / paid life managing
first aid / security and Emergency Services within Australia Paper mills
in Tasmania.
WHY DID I JOIN VMR?
I had quiet a lot of contact with a now retired Active member of
VMR Southport and he regularly encouraged me to join.
After quiet a few surgeries, my life changed for the better, allowing
me to have much improved mobility. I was seeking a volunteer role
where I could challenge myself but give back to the community in a
satisfying role. A role that not only provided good support and training to
effectively participate, but that had a great structure and camaraderie.
I found VMR Southport to be that place.
WHAT DO I ENJOY MOST ABOUT BEING A MEMBER OF
VMR?
Everything about helping the community.
WHAT IS THE MOST MEMORABLE ACTIVATION YOU HAVE
BEEN INVOLVED IN?
This is difficult question to respond too at this point, given I have
only been in VMR since 2019.
Each assistance has its own special moment that can range from a
smiling child to a happy, grateful adult.
I’ve been involved in a few ‘hairy’ situations on call-out jobs, and on
crew that have fortunately not resulted in loss of property or injury.  

If I had to pick one moment, it would be returning from a tow to
the Gold Coast City Marina, when we were approached by two men
in a small tinny, reporting a male was drowning nearby at the rear of a
houseboat.
Quick action by the Rescue Vessel Skipper had us alongside the
swimmer in no time.
The gentleman was ‘of size’ which made pulling him out of the
water quite a task. He was also tiring very quickly.
On reflection on my crew training, I quickly grabbed our stretcher,
submersing it, and using it in a seesaw motion to recover the man.
This method worked for us in this situation resulting in saving a life
and making two holiday makers very happy.
A great result.
Continuing on the subject of training and experience, I count myself
very fortunate to be guided and taught by so many experienced and
educated fellow members.
WHAT DO I DO IN MY SPARE TIME?
I love watching my AFL football on TV, as well as having BBQ’s
and / or a social get togethers.
Now that COVID restrictions are easing I am hoping to see more of
my adult children and grand babies that reside in Victoria.
MY FUTURE INTENTIONS WITH VMR
Having only recently qualified as a Senior Crew member, my next
goal is to aim for Inshore Skipper and beyond.
Only time will tell.
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Hi VMR
I just wanted to send an email to thank you for rescuing my
vessel and me this morning.
I had a throttle cable issue which gave me no power and I was
stuck in the main channel just past the Seaway.
Your crew arrived about 5 minutes after the initial call. The
crew skippered by MJ and crewed by Kaitlyn and Sarah were
amazing. They had the tow line on within seconds, and we were
soon underway heading for my home at Surfers Paradise.
MJ’s ability to manoeuvre the VMR vessel in my canal was
brilliant, and she managed to get my boat along side the Dockpro
for easy berthing.
This is the first time, and hopefully the last, I will need VMR
but was impressed and grateful.   
You all do an amazing job considering the waterways are crazier
than ever with boats and jet skis.  
Thank you so much.
Christina.

Hi Guys,
Today I got towed by 2 of your crew.
I had the small 3 Metre Polycraft.
I just wanted to say how much I appreciated that, and how easy
it was, and a tad fun to be honest, except for my outboard issue
obviously.
I renewed my membership, and rounded up a donation, but plan
to give a better one as soon as I have the coin.
I also wanted to say thanks to the Seaway Tower who I
contacted first.
Keep up the good work guys!
Carlo
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EXCESSIVE WASH
				 AND SAFE SPEED
A

s the warmer months approach, combined with an unprecedented
increase in boat registrations, there is a significant increase in
traffic on the Gold Coast waterways. Now is a timely reminder of Masters’
obligations to fellow waterway users when heading out in all types of
boats and personal watercraft.
Gold Coast Water Police regularly receive marine complaints in
relation to potentially damaging and excessive wash caused by vessels of
all sizes. Many skippers are unaware of the impact of their vessel wash
after they have passed. Wash can be determined by a number of factors
including speed, hull design, aspect in the water, and trim of engine legs
or outboards. It is important that all vessel Masters are familiar with the
characteristics of the vessel they are operating, and how their wash may
impact other waterways users, including persons enjoying the shoreline
on our beaches and parks.

The obligation to travel at a safe speed does not always mean the
designated speed zone is the only consideration. Safe speed considers the
prevailing conditions, other waterways users (volume and types), and all
types of waterborne or shore-based activities. The Master of a vessel must
be able to act in sufficient time to avoid a collision. Adjusting speed to the
circumstances will ensure the ability to prevent a risk of collision.
It is an offence to operate a ship at a speed that creates wash capable of
causing a marine incident or damage to the shoreline. The penalty for this
offence is $413. However, depending on the severity, the incident could
potentially result in charges of Unsafe Operation of a Vessel, or Dangerous
Operation of a Vehicle under the Criminal Code. The maximum penalty
in these circumstances could be as severe as 14 years imprisonment if
someone is seriously injured as a result of your actions.
Other regular complaints received by the Water Police relate to
Personal Watercraft not operating safely, driving at high speeds close to
the shore, and jumping the wash close to the stern of other vessels. These
activities are offences under the Transport Operations Marine Safety Act.
It is an offence to operate your PWC at a speed exceeding 6 knots
when you are within 60 meters of a ship at anchor / moored / made fast
to the shore, or aground, jetties, wharfs, boat ramps, pontoons, bathing
reserves, persons in the water, or the shore. The penalty for this offence is
by way of a Marine Infringement Notice for $413.
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super snaps
LEFT -

The pesky pink and grey Galahs have attacked the VMR
Radio antennas again, causing nearly $10,000 damage
BELOW -

‘MARINE RESCUE 4 - leaving Scarborough Harbour after an
engine re-power

BELOW -

The midweek Crews are spoilt when it
comes to morning and afternoon teas

ABOVE -

A little too close for comfort for this yacht at Hope
Island. VMR were quickly on scene to prevent any
further damage
LEFT -

What a fine looking bunch of roosters - The Red
Crew lads
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TRADE & SERVICES DIRECTORY

PLEASE SUPPORT THESE LOCAL BUSINESSES WHO SUPPORT VMR SOUTHPORT

hopeislandmarina@outlook.com
www.hopeislandmarina.com

Email- odyssey.electrics@bigpond.com

Evolution
Sailmakers
evolution

Graham Sherring
Ph: 55 377433

E: info@evolutionsails.com.au
W: www.evolutionsails.com.au
27/231 Brisbane Road, Labrador
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