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President’s Report
PRESIDENT: Glenn Norris

2021 - 2022

PROUD SUPPORTERS OF VMR SOUTHPORT

continued page 4 -

The month of April 2022 was the busiest 
April ever in the history of this Organisation, 
with in excess of 120 rescue activations 
performed. Some of these were very long and 
difficult tasks.

Given the recent three long weekends in 
a row, and Easter being a part of these, we 
were lucky enough to have a few nice sunny 
days, and this certainly bought the boating 
community out in droves. 

As a result we saw an increase in vessels 
experiencing mechanical breakdowns requiring 
towing, and still of concern is the number of 
vessels running aground, especially those in 
the 10 - 20 metre length range.

These vessels stop very suddenly on 
impact with sandbanks, and although we have 
attended a couple of incidents with vessels 
suffering damage to engine shafts, and other 
underwater running gear, we have been lucky 
not to attend any incidents with persons on 
board being injured by the rapid halting of 
their vessel. 

The Qld Ambulance Service, and the 
VMR Southport First Responders have had 
another busy period with some very serious 
medical incidents occurring, and the working 
relationship between the two Organisations 
remains very strong. In  a recent incident 
a patient required urgent assistance due to 
an arterial bleed, caused by him falling on 
a houseboat. In the fall process the males 
back penetrated a porcelain lamp post, with 
the result being a massive amount of blood 
loss, a very weak and disoriented patient, 
and substantial gashes in the patients lower 
shoulder and rib area. The man was returned to 
the VMR Base where he was rushed to hospital 
in a serious condition. This was just one of 
the multiple serious incidents VMR Southport 
regularly attends, and regardless of the nature 
of an incident, one can be assured of excellent 
service being received by our very competent 
and skilled Rescue Crews.

The 2022 Sanctuary Cove International 
Boatshow, the Squadrons biggest annual 
fundraising event, has been and gone for 
another year, and despite loosing one and a 
half days to the inclement weather our team of 
fundraisers braved the frequent showers and 
cold winds to achieve an outstanding financial 
result. Rattling a tin asking the general public 
for money is an arduous task, however the 
team did this with extreme enthusiasm, and 

there were some very hefty donations that 
came our way, donations which are contributed 
in making sure this Organisation stays afloat, 
in order to provide the Gold Coast boating 
population a first class marine rescue service.

Thank you to everyone who donated 
to VMR Southport at the Boatshow, your 
generosity is very much appreciated.

Some major infrastructure works are 
currently being considered around our Rescue 
Base, with the installation of Solar being 
investigated, and work is soon to begin on the 
rectification to our subsiding back yard area, 
which has seen wave action erosion swallow up 
our revetment wall, resulting in our boundary 
fence falling over. This is quite a large job to 
re-stabilise the rock wall, and will come at a 
substantial expense to the Organisation. 

The VMR Southport Rescue Base has also 
just received a major security upgrade, with an 
additional 10 new security cameras installed, 
so hopefully we now have our facility totally 
encapsulated should any unwelcome visitors 
choose to enter the premises. 

Currently there are several Crew members 
and Skippers waiting for weather conditions 
to become suitable so that they can undertake 
assessments to move to the next ranking. 
For the majority of these to take place swell 
and wave conditions must be in a specific 
range, as the Gold Coast Seaway entrance and 
Jumpinpin Bar are assessment locations, and 
wind and tidal conditions also play a large part. 
Of course also the candidates and our team 
of Assessors must also be available at chosen 
times, so that the best of the conditions can be 
achieved, to give the candidates the greatest 
possible chance at success. 

All training is currently progressing very 
well at VMR Southport and I am always proud 
of the members efforts, as each and every one 
of these members, whether they be Boat Crew, 
or Radio Operators gives 100% in every facet 
of the duty they perform, and they always train 
hard to be the best. Our professionalism is 
often commented upon.

Still the Qld Governments Blue Water 
Review Process is progressing, and as this has 
moved forward it is now known as the Marine 
Rescue Implementation Program. Recently 
VMR Southport hosted two team members 
of the Implementation Team in order to find 
out what current moves were in action, and 
where the movements were currently at. The 

Rain, rain, and a bit more rain is all the weather seems to be lately, 
however VMR Southport have been quite busy despite this poor weather.
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Glenn Norris
President 2021 - 2022

from page 3

Proud supporters of VMr southport 

outcome was very impressive, and it is evident a lot of work is being 
done, with some important announcements due to be made shortly 
by the Government in relation to the name of the new entity, how 
it will be funded, and how it will operate. We look forward to these 
announcements being positive for our Squadron.

I would like to encourage our readers to ensure they follow the 
VMR Southport Facebook page, and to ensure they read the great 
stories that are regularly posted. Just recently we posted an article of 
an activation we attended, and this gained over 1050 likes, in excess 
of 200 shares, and attracted 290 plus comments, mostly all of which 
were complimentary. This is great publicity for our cause, and keeps 
the public informed of what we are doing.

Associate Membership numbers continue to remain steady, and 
each and every week we close the gap on that magic 5000 number. 
The benefits of being a member of VMR Southport cannot be under 
estimated, and the cost still remains a very cheap form of insurance 
in the event of assistance being required when on the water. Please 
continue to ensure your membership is up to date, and where possible 
remind your friends and family with vessels of the importance also.

As I write this Report a radio call has just been received in our 
Radio Room from a 14 metre yacht that has found itself in difficulty. 
Initially the small tender vessel being towed behind the yacht 
encountered a problem, and in trying the rectify that the yacht has gone 
aground, with the Skipper just advising he is ‘ too stressed ‘ to know 
where he is. The Crew on duty today think they have an good idea of 
the yacht’s location, and are currently enroute to see if they can assist. 

Day in, day out VMR Southport are on hand to assist in your time 
of need, so in closing I thank everyone for their continued support, 
and rain, hail, or shine, please contact us if you need assistance on the 
water.

Safe Boating
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VMR Southport and the Gold Coast Water Police were 
recently involved in a massive operation to assist a 

distressed vessel, and its eight crew members.
At approximately 1640 on May 11, VMR Southport were advised 

of a 44 metre, 120 foot, 377 tonne sailing vessel wanting assistance to 
enter the Gold Coast Seaway. The vessel was 28 nautical miles north of 
Southport, and would arrive around midnight.

There was also reported to be four crew members aboard who were 
suffering seasickness, and another crew person had a leg / ankle injury, 
possibly a fracture.

Given the 4 - 5 metre sea conditions offshore, meeting the vessel at 
sea was not an option.

The Gold Coast Water Police were notified, and VMR Crews were 
placed on standby.

Around 2100 the vessel reported it was taking on a substantial 
amount of water, and urgently needed pumps.

At around 2230 the vessel reported its location as 2.5 nautical miles 
north of the Seaway, and there was now also an engine room fire. 

Soon after, the vessel indicated it had lost all engine power, and was 
going to anchor on Deadman’s Bank north east of the Seaway. In doing 
this the vessel lost its main 400kg anchor. 

A short time later the vessel reported the engine was now running 
again, and the fire was controlled, but the water intake was so bad, there 
was grave and imminent danger to the vessel, however they believed 
they could enter the Seaway. 

This was attempted successfully, with a massive amount of sparks 
emanating from an exhaust stack on the vessel, however the Skipper 
reported this to be ok.

The vessel proceeded south into the Main Channel of the Broadwater 
and with difficulty, because of wind and tide, attempted to anchor 
adjacent to the VMR Rescue Base. The secondary anchor failed to hold, 
so a second attempt was needed further upstream, which was successful.

VMR had already supplied two water pumps to the ship, and these 
were working flat out.

At 2320 the vessel advised they believed they were now in control of 
the situation, and thanked VMR for their assistance. 

Water Police were still on scene providing assistance.
VMR departed the scene at 2345.
Just on midnight, VMR were contacted by Water Police advising 

there was now a medical situation on the vessel, and requested they 
return to assist. A Crew member had severely lacerated his foot.

VMR returned to the scene, taking the Crew member off the vessel, 
providing medical assistance, and then organising for the patient to be 
taken to hospital. 

This was a fantastic effort by all involved. The vessel now appeared 
to be in a safe location, with various amounts of repair work needing to 
be done before it could again set sail on its journey south. 

Thank you to the ship’s crew for their co-operation, to the Gold 
Coast Water Police for their excellent co-ordination of this incident, 
and to the VMR Southport Crews and Radio Operators for their efforts 
throughout the evening, in the cold, rainy, and rough conditions.

TOP - The Sailing Vessel making its way up the 
Main Channel of the Broadwater

MIDDLE - The Sailing Vessel attempting to anchor 
in the Main Channel

BOTTOM - The Sailing Vessel safely at anchor

A night of 
near disaster 
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NotEaBle 
Jobs

by Glenn Norris

VMR Southport was recently tasked to transport a Queensland 
Ambulance Paramedic to the Jumpinpin area after a male patient 

reported a hand injury. On arrival at the location a male was assessed 
for a finger amputation, after completely severing the top 4cm off his 
index finger. The patient had been operating a jetski with a friend, and 
somehow tangled his finger in a rope, causing the injury. Despite some 
blood loss, and significant pain, the injury was able to be treated, and the 
finger part was also able to retrieved, and could be taken to hospital with 
the patient, however it is not known if it could be re-attached. 

A man was recently observed pacing along the fence line of the VMR 
Base, appearing to be looking for someone. A VMR crew member 

enquired as to if the man needed any assistance, only to be told by the 
man that he wanted to borrow a boat, any sort of boat, so he could find 
someone he was looking for. The man then became very agitated, and 
started screaming, and told the VMR crew member he was ‘Jesus’ and 
if they didnt help him immediately he would steal the first boat he could 
find, and do what he wanted to do. The Queensland Police Service was 
contacted, and the man was last seen speeding off in a car through the 
Spit Boat ramp  car park. 

A man called VMR recently requesting urgent assistance to supply 
food and water to a vessel anchored in the northern Broadwater. 

The man advised there were 12 people aboard the vessel, and all but one 
person was suffering from COVID.
As a result, no-one onboard had been able to leave the vessel to source 
any food and water.
This man had no other way of assisting his friends, other than seeing if 
he could get assistance from VMR.
The man did not have COVID, and had not been near the infected vessel.
A successful plan was hatched to take the food and water to the stricken 
vessel, with the VMR vessel not coming into close contact with the 
vessel, or its occupants, at anytime.
A good outcome, given a tricky situation.

A man phoned VMR recently to request the use of a jump start kit, 
as his jetski had a flat battery at Tipplers. A Crew responded and 

successfully jump started the jetski. The owner was on his way, after also 
joining VMR as a member. Later in the afternoon a man called VMR 
claiming to be a new member, requesting the use of a jump start kit as 
his car wouldn’t start in the Spit boat ramp car park. A VMR member 
obliged, and took the jump start kit to the customer. The man was quite 
embarrassed to admit that VMR also jump started his jetski earlier in the 
day at Tipplers. The man then contributed another donation, and advised 
he would rapidly sort both problems.

VMR Southport received a frantic phone call over the the Easter 
weekend to a vessel that had capsized in the Gold Coast Seaway 

area. The small runabout was found floating upside down, luckily on a 
run in tide, and two males had been plucked from the water by another 
passing vessel.
On arrival at the scene, the men were transferred onto the VMR Vessel, 
and given blankets to warm themselves up. 
One of the men said a larger than normal wave suddenly appeared in 
front of them, and it gave them no chance to escape, hence the result.
Both men were extremely grateful of the quick response of VMR, which 
was inside of six minutes, whilst also being very appreciative of the 
other vessel that assisted them.

A very lucky escape recently for the two occupants of an 18 metre 
Cruiser than ran aground in the northern Broadwater. The vessel 

reportedly was travelling at close to 20 knots on grounding, and by 
the the time VMR responded, the vessel was fixed hard to the bottom. 
The vessel re-floated itself on the next high tide, and from all reports, 
suffered no damage to the running gear. The Skipper of the vessel 
advised he had no idea of how he missed the green beacon that marked 
the channel he was in, however, he made the admission that he was very 
proud of the lesson this had taught him.
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Bar Crossing Safety

ACTiVATiONs fEBrUArY 
2022

MArCH  
2022

APriL    
2022

Towed Vessels 39 42 69

Jump Starts 1 2 9

Pump Outs 8 2 7

Transporting

Fire

Standby

Medical 12 4 10

Searches 2 1 4

Dispersals 2 2

Public Relations 3 3 8

Crew Training 60 49 78

Groundings 3 6 17

Other 6 6 7

Investgate 9 3 11

TOTALS 143 120 222

SOME STATS

Water Police Gold Coast are the responsible authority in the 
South Eastern Region for the co-ordination and response to all 

Search and Rescue incidents that occur within the area of responsibility.
The crossing of bars by all vessels, particularly recreational 

vessels, has proven to be a high-risk activity which can potentially 
result in capsizing of vessels and subsequent loss of life in treacherous 
conditions.

In recent months several vessels have been broached and capsized 
on bars from Currumbin Creek in the South to the Jumpinpin Bar in the 
North.  Fortunately, none of these incidents have resulted in a fatality, 
however, significant injuries, use of resources, and loss of property have 
caused those involved to realise the potential tragic outcomes of crossing 
bars.

It is important for Masters of vessels to understand the dangers 
involved in bar crossings, particularly the capabilities of their vessel and 
their own abilities to avoid this type of incident.

Every attempted bar crossing should be undertaken by conducting 
a full risk assessment prior to the attempt. Conditions can change 
quickly, with tide and weather having a significant impact on the nature 
and character of the bar.  If unsure of the conditions and your ability to 
successfully negotiate the crossing, abort the attempt.  Keep in mind that 
you may be returning when the conditions have significantly changed. 

All Masters have a general safety obligation under legislation to 
operate their vessel in a safe manner. This includes operating the vessel 
in conditions suitable to both the vessels and master’s capabilities. Due 
to the nature of bars, the geography can change significantly over short 
periods of time and electronic navigation equipment should not be relied 
upon for safe navigation of bars.

Recent incidents have also highlighted the importance of providing 
a passage plan to emergency contacts. This will facilitate a rapid Search 
and Rescue response by Water Police in the case of an emergency 
being identified.  It is critical that Water Police can access information 
that relates to time and location of departure, intended destination, 
communication tools (radio/mobile phone number etc), and an estimated 
time of return.  These details will assist with the rapid deployment 
of resources to provide assistance in the case of an emergency.  This 
information can be relayed to a community service, such as the Gold 
Coast Seaway Tower, or at least to family or friends. 

In Queensland when crossing a designated bar in an open boat 
under 4.8 metres in length, it is compulsory to wear a life jacket.  It is 
recommended however, that all vessel occupants wear life jackets while 
negotiating a bar crossing, regardless of the size of the vessel.

  
REMEMBER “it is not a life saver if you’re not wearing it”
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ACTIVE  MEMBER 
PROMOTIONS/aWARDS
Active Members who have 
achieved higher ranking

Congratulations to:

RECRUIT 

Eamonn Strathie
Charles Sassen

Biagio John Alfonso
Christopher Clark
Greg Reynolds

CREW 

Tam Robertson
Ray Hurley

SENIOR CREW

Britt Mortensen
Brent Edwards

Darran Saunders
Philip Bowler

Mike Peckham
Steven Fellows

INSHORE SKIPPER 
ENDORSED

Niall Murray

NATIONAL MEDAL

David Wade

CENTRAL GOLD COAST COMMUNITY AWARDS

John MacDonald
Matthew Fitzpatrick

Brent Edwards and Steve Fellows of Yellow Crew happy to show off 
their recently achieved Senior Crew epaulettes

Radio Operator John 
MacDonald displaying his 

Central Gold Coast Community 
Award - John has just has 

knee re-construction, so he 
was presented with a VMR 

skateboard as well, to improve 
his mobility.

 Eamonn Strathie of Blue Crew 
proudly displaying his 

Recruit epaulettes

David Wade of Black 
Crew recently very 

proudly received his 
National Medal, given 

his 15 years of long and 
diligent serviceMitchell Bryan of Red Crew was 

also the proud recipient of his 
Recruit epaulettes
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Given the sea has no mercy, VMR Southport 
was very quick to respond to two recent vessel 

rollovers in waters east of the Gold Coast.

In the first incident, 3 young men were lucky to escape after 
their jetski rolled and sunk approximately 300 metres offshore of 
South Stradbroke Island, leaving them floundering in the sloppy 
ocean, with a long swim to shore against the current and tide their 
only means of being assisted.

An innocent stop to take a photo, resulted in the jetski 
capsizing, throwing all three occupants into the water.

After a long swim to the beach, after each were forcedly 
seperated by the sea conditions, these three very fit men were 
able to re-group on the beach and call VMR, who rescued the 
threesome from the beach on the western side of the island.

After a warm shower back at the VMR Base, and a warm 
drink, the men were very thankful of their rescuers, happily 
posing for a photograph.

There is uncertainty as to whether their jetski was ever 
recovered.

In the second incident, a group of Outrigger Canoeists had a 
very damp start to the morning after their canoe was capsized by 
a wave east of Main Beach

VMR Southport received multiple calls to advise of the 
situation, with six people reportedly in the water, clinging to a 
semi submerged craft.

With a very quick response by VMR Southport, all of those in 
the water were rescued uninjured, and bought back to the VMR 
Base

The Outrigger Canoe washed up on the beach and was 
recovered later in the morning.

Whilst this initial rescue was occurring, a fishing vessel 
attended the VMR pontoon and advised of an upturned Outrigger 
Canoe at the mouth of the Gold Coast Seaway.

VMR Southport again dispatched to find two upturned canoes 
perilously close to the rocks on the south wall.

All occupants from both vessels had been recovered from 
the water by other fishing boats in the area, and the overturned 
canoes were righted and towed to the Spit beach, were they were 
bailed out and paddled back to their home base at Southport.

Sixteen people were plucked from the water, three canoes 
were overturned, and apart from a small cut on one ladies lower 
leg, everyone was in high spirits, and none of the craft were 
damaged. 

A great result.
Three lucky men, rescued by VMR Southport, after 

their jetski rolled in a sloppy ocean off South Stradbroke 
Island, leaving them to swim for their lives.

A relieved group of Outrigger Canoeists who were 
thrown into the ocean, then rescued by VMR Southport, 
after their canoe was capsized by a large wave.
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I hope that we are not going to become frequent flyers for 
our VMR Angels on the water.

I would like to send a big thank you to Martin W., 
Martin H., and Niall of Green Crew for their assistance at 
approximately 0130 on 23/4/2022 when they came to assist us 
with a tow, but ended up transporting me to meet Paramedics 
after I fell through the engine bay hatch (which was only open 
as we were trying to get ourselves out of trouble in the gusty 
winds), breaking 5 bones in my foot. Thank you for your 
excellent work assisting me off our vessel, and organising QAS 
to meet and transport me to hospital, and also for checking that 
my husband and vessel were safe once it was light enough to be 
able to assess the situation properly.

Then again yesterday we had the great services of Alan, 
Dave, and Leigh to assist us, as unbeknownst to us, we had a 
piece of wire the size of your little finger and about 3ft long 
entangle itself in our anchor chain, causing it to foul.

About 22 metres of chain was made useless, and as it 
was impossible to pull up to move our vessel, the above crew 
towed us to the VMR mooring for safety, and then assisted my 
husband to untangle the mess so that he could re-anchor safely.

Thank you very much for your assistance again. This is 
twice in a week.

VMR Southport are the best
Kev and Deb

Appreciation 
  is
 appreciated

Shannon Gray
Acting Sergeant
Gold Coast Water Police
Queensland Police Service

Good Afternoon,
 I just wanted to let you know of the excellent work your crew 
did last night in towing the disabled 54ft yacht to the Southport 
Yacht Club. I found them to be excellent on the radio and their 
towing and vessel handling skills were also excellent.
Please pass on my thanks to your Skipper and Crew for a job 
well done.
 
Regards
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Vessels with Queensland registration
Under the Transport Operations (Marine Safety) Act 

1994 (TOMSA), a marine incident is classified as an event causing or 
involving:
• the loss of a person from a ship
• the death of, or grievous bodily harm to, a person caused by a ship’s 

operations
• the loss or presumed loss or abandonment of a ship
• a collision with a ship
• the stranding of a ship
• significant damage, or danger of significant damage, to a ship
• significant damage caused by a ship’s operations
• danger of significant damage to a structure caused by a ship’s 

operations
• danger to a person caused by a ship’s operations. 

All marine incidents involving Queensland regulated ships, which 
includes recreational ships, must be reported within the required time, 
even if there are no injuries and the vessel does not sustain any material 
damage. If in doubt about whether an incident is reportable, it should be 
reported.

How do you report a marine 
incident?

A marine incident must be reported using the 
approved form to a:
Shipping Inspector within 48 hours of the 
incident, unless there is a reasonable excuse 
on F3071 Marine Incident Report form, for 
reportable marine incidents under TOMSA. 

Penalties apply to both owners and masters 
for failing to report marine incidents.

These forms are also available 
from Department of Transport and Main Roads 
Customer Service Centres, Maritime Safety 
Queensland Regional Offices, Queensland 
Boating and Fisheries Patrol, and Qld Water 
Police Offices.

Shipping Inspectors are located at:
• Maritime Safety Queensland Regional 

Offices
• Queensland Water Police Offices
• Queensland Boating and Fisheries Patrol 

Offices.

What is a Marine Incident?
If you are unable to go to one of these offices, contact Maritime 

Safety Queensland by phone and an Officer will advise you what to do 
next.

The relevant marine incident report form may be completed with the 
assistance of a Shipping Inspector to ensure the information is accurate, 
unbiased and as reliable as possible. It is important that the form is filled 
in completely, with the incident described in as much detail as possible.
Why report marine incidents?

The information gathered from marine incident reports helps to 
develop safety standards, education programs and on-water compliance 
programs that benefit all waterways users. Reporting a marine incident 
may also help you if you decide to make insurance claims on any 
damage. Some insurance companies may require a marine incident 
report to validate claims.
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   Portrait of a VMr 
Volunteer

GITTE GUNTHORPE

 SENIOR CREW

JOINED VMR SOUTHPORT 
JANUARY 2015

ABOUT ME 
I graduated from High School and earned a cadetship with one of the 

major Accounting firms in Sydney and took on the challenge of full time 
work, and part-time study, to graduate with a Degree in Accountancy. 
Many people would disagree but I like Accountancy. It suits me, and the 
nature of who I am. I love accounts and ledgers and spreadsheets and 
bank reconciliations. Things are much easier now with programs and 
apps but when I started most work arrived in the Office in a “shoe box”.

I met my husband while working with this firm and our second date 
was spent on his little boat, a mooring minder, in Pittwater Sydney. I 
would never have thought then that boats would make their way into my 
life, and become part of the future in so many ways.

We moved north to the Gold Coast and were married on board a 
charter boat, “The Great Western”, on the Broadwater and headed to the 
Whitsundays to a bareboat Honeymoon on board a 25 foot yacht.

In the coming years we bought a 28 Foot Bounty yacht and would 
leave work Friday night to head out for the weekend on board. In those 
days Couran Cove was just a set of freshly cut canals and a lovely 
quiet place to drop anchor. Later we bought a share in a yacht in the 
Whitsundays fleet, and this would see us returning there every year for 
many years and even settling there to raise a family, with my husband 
becoming a qualified Skipper and Dive Instructor.

In 2002 work opportunities arose that saw us move our young 
family, dog, and a container of belongings to Vanuatu where we lived 
and worked for 3 years. We must have been missing boats, we only took 
the kids “sabot” with us and soon bought a Haines Hunter trimaran and 
spent our weekends enjoying club racing with her. But we were drawn to 
the harbour and a lovely cruising catamaran moored there. It must have 
been fate, she ended up for sale and we upgraded, spending our last year 
in Vanuatu living on board, dog and all, and she has now been part of our 
life for nearly 20 years after my husband sailed her home.    

REASON FOR JOINING VMR
I joined VMR in 2015 after being introduced to the Base and 

learning about the Squadron. I had already been involved in volunteering 
with Sailabilty on the Gold Coast, and had found this immensely 
rewarding. There is no greater satisfaction than brightening the day of 
those with limitations thru disability. I have always been a person to 
help out and volunteering with VMR provided me an avenue to expand 
my boating skills through their structured courses and diverse on water 
training, as well as it being a way to connect with others, learning 
together.

THINGS I ENJOY MOST ABOUT BEING A MEMBER 
OF VMR
I love the camaraderie of the team and meeting and spending time 

with a diverse group of people of all ages and backgrounds. It’s great 
to see how we all develop and work together as a team. On each crew I 
am always learning. We have many very skilled Skippers and crew only 
too happy to train the growing crew members and I thank them for their 

patience. I am also proud to get a chance to give back and know that 
members of the boating community respect and value our efforts. I am 
also happy to know the service of VMR is there when we log on cruising 
the Queensland Coast, and I thank them for their coverage.

MOST REWARDING MOMENT IN VMR
I recall a job that came in very late before leaving on a Sunday 

afternoon, and a VMR Skipper and I volunteered to allow the rest of 
the crew to go home and get ready to face the busy work week ahead. 
It was not a difficult job, but Mum and Dad and one child went for a 5 
minute run to test the boat after it had been serviced and they became 
stuck away from home, with the other young ones at home very worried 
and stressed about what happened. It felt good to help and see the family 
safe and happy. It was also an excellent night run home by spotlight, 
where I tested and showed what I had learnt while at the helm. On 
another occasion two young lads were out in their dinghy and it broke 
down, nothing they did wrong but they needed help. They were polite, 
they listened, they were respectful, and we towed them home. Their 
Mum was very appreciative of our efforts. That’s the thing really, things 
go wrong and it is great to know someone is out there to lend a hand. It 
makes it all worthwhile.  

WHAT IS YOUR ULTIMATE GOAL TO ACHIEVE IN VMR
I am now a Senior crew member of VMR, which for me is the limit 

of ranking I have aimed to reach with the Squadron, however, with every 
crew I wish to keep honing my skills and experiences on the water. 
Every boating trip is different and so requires a different approach.

HOBBIES EXTERNAL TO VMR
Of course one of the things we like most is spending time on 

our own boat and when we can we spend many months cruising up 
the Queensland coast, we’re “Blue Nomads”. My other interests are 
gardening, many forms of arts and crafts, knitting, sewing, a bit of 
painting and furniture restoration and creating photo books of travel 
adventures and family events. 
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Wild oysters: 
a hidden risk

Above - Fresh oyster

Left - Contaminated Oyster

Oysters are a widely consumed shellfish but there are inherent 
food safety risks for fishers who collect and eat raw wild oysters 

from our waterways.
Fisheries Queensland Policy Manager Kerrod Beattie said under 

Queensland regulations wild oysters can be collected if they’re eaten at 
the point of collection, however, the practice is not encouraged.

“Eating wild oysters can post a serious health risk to humans because 
contamination often cannot be seen,” Mr Beattie said.

All bivalve molluscs, including oysters feed by taking in water and 
filtering out minute food particles, which can include harmful bacteria, 
viruses and other contaminants.

Mr Beattie advised fishers to avoid collecting and eating wild 
oysters from waterways, including man-made canals which may be 
contaminated.

“Oysters growing wild among rocks, on jetty posts and retaining 
walls should not be eaten because the water they were growing in may 
not always be clean,” he said.

“Contamination can occur through storm water discharges, 
boating activities, and runoff from parks, foot paths, factories, and 
private gardens.

“Waterways with limited tidal flushing are of particular risk 
as contaminants can accumulate and become concentrated in the 
wild oysters.

“If the water is polluted, there is a good chance the meat in 
the oysters growing there may become unsafe to eat. Don’t take 
the risk, leave wild oysters where you find them.”

Oysters which have been grown and harvested within 
a licensed area by an Accredited commercial operator are 
recommended. The commercial harvesting or picking of oysters 
can only be undertaken as part of a production system accredited 
by www.fisheries.qld.gov.au, (Safe Food).

Commercial oyster farming is managed under strict environmental 
guidelines to ensure oysters are grown in areas with appropriate water 
quality. 

Harvesting of farmed oysters is prohibited if there is any evidence 
of temporary contamination in an oyster-growing area, due to an event 
such as heavy rainfall, and the processing of the shellfish is done 
under hygienic conditions to ensure the product is safe for human 
consumption.

There is no size or possession limit for wild oysters collected in a 
public oyster reserve, or unlicensed oyster ground, however fines apply 
if the shellfish are not consumed on-the-spot. Fines can also apply if 
oysters are collected and then sold or supplied to others without holding 
an accreditation with Safe Food.

For more information on Queensland fishing rules, visit www.
fisheries.qld.gov.au, call 13 25 23 or download the free ‘Qld Fishing 2.0’ 
app from Apple and Google app stores.
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super snaps

The maintenance on the 
Rescue vessels never stops

After a hard night of callouts, some Green 
Crew members found the relief they needed

Due to the dirty water in the Broadwater, the recent 
Elements of Shipboard Safety Course was held in the 
swimming pool. The participants doing the ‘huddle’

There is always something special when 
Coxswain Trevor Bellis celebrates his birthday

The VMR Boatshed was recently overtaken by 
wild bees. From 0 bees to this in only one hour.



PLEASE SUPPORT THESE LOCAL BUSINESSES WHO SUPPORT VMR SOUTHPORT
TRADE & SERVICES DIRECTORY

E: info@evolutionsails.com.au
W: www.evolutionsails.com.au
27/231 Brisbane Road, Labrador

evolution

Evolution
sailmakers

Graham Sherring
Ph:  55 377433

hopeislandmarina@outlook.com
www.hopeislandmarina.com

Email- odyssey.electrics@bigpond.com

Australia’s leading provider of underground asset location, specialised asset location

training, utility mapping and safe excavation services.

1300 822 834

enquiries@vacgroup.com.au

www.vacgroup.com.au / www.earthradar.com.au / wwwstakingu.com.au

Servicing Brisbane, Central Qld, New South Wales, Melbourne, Adelaide and

surrounding areas
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