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     Roll on December, and what a busy year 
its been. 
     I hope everyone is gearing up for the hot 
and humid weather coming our way, the 
holiday season, and some possible time on the 
water. 
     At time of writing, the skies are darkening, 
and a thunderstorm is moving in from the 
west, and its looking ominous that it could 
be dangerous, with predictions of heavy rain, 
strong winds, and hail, something this part of 
Queensland is use to at this time of year. 
Although we have seen a few of these storms 
already this season, here at VMR Southport we 
have escaped any major damage, except for a 
garden flourishing with weeds, due to the much 
need rain we are receiving. 
     Sometimes you have to take the bad with 
the good. I hope this rough weather settles 
moving forward. 
     Our crews have been kept on their toes over 
the past quarter, with an array of tasks, none 
more so than three consecutive days recently 
when the Queensland Ambulance Service 
(QAS) requested our assistance to transport 
Emergency Paramedics to incidents where 
people had suffered falls on vessels. 
All were extremely serious, with each patient, 
all females, suffering multiple fractures to hips, 
pelvises, legs, and ankles. 
     All involved those slipping on wet surfaces 
on vessels, and all required extreme teamwork 
from VMR Crews and Paramedics to extricate 
these people, without exposure to any further 
injuries. VMR Southport prides the relationship 
they have with QAS, and the assistance we can 
offer to them, and to the patients they treat. 
     Looking at activation figures, VMR 
Southport is heading for the second busiest 
year in the history of the Organization, not 
withstanding the Covid year of 2021, which 
was the busiest ever. 
     Not is it just QAS keeping us busy though, 
we still have multiple customers a week who 
can’t get their fuel levels correct, and running 
on an empty tank won’t get anyone very far. 
Out of fuel vessels make up a very high 
percentage of VMR Southport activations, and 
I ask you to please check your fuel levels once, 
twice, and maybe three times before you head 
out, as generally running out of fuel happens 
at the worst possible time, and you can find 
yourself in trouble very quickly. 
     Grounded vessels also contribute highly in 
the job stakes, and given where some people 
like to explore, especially jetski operators, 
running out of water can also happen very 
quickly, and it can be a very long wait for a 
return tide. 
      As the year draws to a close, and the 
temperatures warm up, we expect there to be 
a flurry of vessels on the water over the next 
several months, and we are working very hard 
to prepare for this, so please help us where you 

can, and pre-plan your trip. 
     I was hoping VMR Southport would have 
been closer to transitioning to the Marine 
Rescue Queensland entity by now, however 
this hasn’t happened, and I am unsure when it 
will. 
     There are a myriad of difficulties with this, 
and slowly we are pushing through these, and 
who knows what the future holds. 
     VMR Southport is a very big Squadron, and 
as I have previously said, we need a transition 
to be in our favour, before we jump. 
In saying that, my priority lies with keeping 
VMR Southport running in a business as usual 
phase, keeping the best training possible up 
to the Squadrons members, maintaining a 
first class service to the boating public, and 
ensuring everyone, members, and customers 
are happy. 
     Running five Rescue vessels, and 130 
volunteers is no easy task, however, as I am 
sure each and every member will tell you, we 
are here for the people that need us, and at all 
times we can show pride, even in the wee hours 
of the morning, that we can, at most times, 
raise a crew to assist those requiring service on 
the water. 
     This Christmas / New Year period should 
not present any extra challenges in doing that, 
however when we do get busy, waiting that 
little bit longer for assistance may be the case. 
There have been some very good achievements 
from our members in recent times, with four 
new Skippers appointed, at different levels, and 
this goes well to strengthening our ranks. 
There is also a continual progression of 
members working their way through other 
ranks, and whilst sometimes training is 
difficult, and sea and swell conditions don’t 
always suit, the flexibility of those members 
wanting to progress is always pleasing.
I congratulate all who have progressed recently. 
     The Rescue vessels are running in a good 
condition at present, and all will be serviced 
in the next two weeks, in the lead up to 
Christmas, to ensure optimum performance. 
‘Marine Rescue 5’ had new engines fitted 
recently, and ‘Marine Rescue 1’ will have new 
engines fitted in February, and more than likely 
a minor re-fit as well. 
Combined, these vessels are used for in excess 
of 3500 hours annually, so maintenance is vital, 
fuel usage is substantial, and keeping these 
looking clean and tidy is absolutely necessary. 
     In early 2026 we will stand up a Vessel 
Replacement Committee to look at possibly 
acquiring two new Rescue vessels, one being 
a replacement for ‘Marine Rescue 1’, as it is 
now 25 years of age, with the second being a 
smaller shallow water vessel. 
Stay tuned, as we are not expecting this to 
be an easy and quick task, as new vessels 
are extremely expensive to replace, and the 
choice in the market is now very competitive.
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ACTIVATIONS AUGUST
 2025

SEPTEMBER  
2025

OCTOBER
2025

Towed Vessels 37 45 62

Jump Starts  2    3 5

Pump Outs 3

Transporting

Fire

Standby

Medical 4 5 3

Searches 1

Dispersals 4 1

Public Relations 3 5 3

Crew Training 77 80 78

Groundings 7 4 10

Other 11 5 5

Investgate 4 6 7

TOTALS 149 153 178

SOME STATSSOME STATS

     Maintenance work has also continued around our Rescue Base, with 
continuing garden works, painting, and the completion of the back deck 
concreting project. 
     There are plans for more improvements in 2026, all in the aim of 
attracting new members to our operation, more functions to our facility, 
and to create a workplace that we can all be comfortable working in, 
which boosts morale, enthusiasm, and work ethic, which leads to better 
customer service. 
     The Gold Coast Seaway Tower continues to plod on, although vessels 
utilising the service provided continue to decline. 
This facility is vital to mariner safety when on the water, and I urge 
anyone who ventures offshore to continue to let us know where you are 
going, and when you return. 
     Again, on a very positive note, VMR Southport held a new Active 
member Introduction night in late October, which saw in excess of 20 
prospective people attend, with 11 of these completing paperwork to 
join. 
     Those people have now completed their Induction training, with three 
now training to be Radio Operators, whilst eight will be Boat crew. 
We wish all of these new members the best of luck in their VMR 
journey, may they enjoy this. 

     In late September we also held our Annual General Meeting, with 
three Management Committee positions changing. 
The new Committee has a very interesting year ahead, and these new 
members will enjoy the challenge. 
     Sadly we had three long term Committee members stand down this 
year, and to those people I thank you for your contribution over many 
years. 
     Moving forward, VMR Southport finds itself in a very comfortable 
position, and no doubt many members will go above and beyond over 
the next few months, with the expected extra workload, and again we ask 
that before you venture out, that you do the necessary checks on your 
vessel, trailer, engines, and most importantly your safety equipment, 
because if it doesn’t work, it can’t save you. 
     Have a very Merry Christmas, and a Happy New Year, and remember, 
if you find yourself in trouble on the water, call VMR Southport on (07) 
5591 1300, 24 hours a day. 
Stay safe everyone 
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Noteable Noteable 
JobsJobs

by Glenn Norrisby Glenn Norris

      A lady presented at the VMR front gates recently to drop off 
some expired flares. 
Whilst visiting, she asked if a VMR member could assist her in testing 
her EPIRB, as she had tried, and it had shown a red light 
This was undertaken, and the EPIRB again showed the red light, then 
two white lights to indicate it was transmitting. 
These lights would then not turn off. 
Given this, it was decided to contact the Australian Maritime Safety 
Authority (AMSA), to advise them of this situation, and advise that there 
was no emergent situation they needed to be aware of. 
Half way through dialing the AMSA number, the ladies phone rang. 
It was AMSA, asking her if she was aware her EPIRB was transmitting, 
and was she ok? 
This all happened over a period of no more than five minutes, so in a real 
life situation, this would have instigated a very prompt response, which 
is very comforting to know. 
It is believed the EPIRB was faulty, and the lady indicated she would 
replace it. 
 
     A man called VMR recently to advise his vessel was aground near 
Wavebreak Island, and he needed assistance to pull it off the sand. 
On arrival at the yacht, the VMR crew could find no sign of the owner of 
the yacht, despite him saying he was on board. 
Shortly after, yelling was heard from the foreshore, which turned out to 
be the owner, who had decided to take his cat for a walk in the interim, 
not knowing that VMR would arrive so quickly. 
The yacht was towed off, and re-anchored in deeper water. 
 
     A jetski owner recently contacted VMR to advise his craft had 
broken down 9 nautical miles east of the Gold Coast Seaway, and he 
required assistance. 
A crew attended the man’s given location, to find the man happily fishing 
from the back of the jetski. 
The man’s mate was also nearby on his jetski. 
The broken down vessel was near brand new, and had only seven hours 
of use, and stopped unexpectedly on the owner. 
Asking the man, where he wanted the jetski towed to, he replied to VMR 
boat ramp. 
When asked what he meant by that, the man, of Asian descent, said ‘ 
You take home, I still go fishing with my friend, I pick up later. 
After convincing the man he needed to be on the jetski for it to be towed, 
he finally obliged, only for it to be towed to the Spit boat ramp, where he 
left it on the beach for more than 4 hours, as his mate picked him up, and 
they went fishing again. 
Never let anything interrupt a good days fishing!!!

     A VMR Crew was flagged down recently by a male and female on a 
jetski, who advised they were broken down near Wavebreak Island. 
On engaging with the couple, the lady explained that her hat had blown 
off as they were speeding along. 
As she advised her partner, who was driving, of this, he turned around 
to go back to collect the hat, only to run over it and cause the hat to be 
sucked into the jet unit of the ski, rendering it inoperable. 
The jetski was towed back to the Spit boat ramp. 

     The Queensland Ambulance Service has been activated to several 
cases recently, where people have suffered falls on boats. 
A lady was very seriously injured in late September, when she slipped 
down a set of stairs on her vessel, and went head first into a bulkhead. 
VMR Southport was requested to transport Emergency Paramedics, as 
the lady was reported to be unconscious. 
On arrival, the patient was in a very difficult position to extricate, and 
with the support of a Critical Care Paramedic, VMR crew members, 
some fellow boaties, a successful lift was eventually undertaken. 
The lady was transferred to the VMR vessel, and transported back to 
Labrador, to be further conveyed to hospital. 
It was later found out the lady had fractured her hip, had several broken 
ribs, and ligament damage to her foot. 
Not a good day on the water. 
 
     Concerned members of the public recently contacted VMR 
Southport to advise that two males on seperate yachts in the Marine 
Stadium were becoming far too aggressive towards each other. 
One vessel was anchored just off the beach, whilst the other vessel was 
on the beach, after dragging anchor in the previous nights storm. 
The yelling and screaming of the two persons could be heard from the 
VMR Base, and numerous Police units were on scene very quickly, and 
had the situation in hand in a short period of time. 
The Police response was very sensible, with Officers telling both parties, 
‘if you don’t like each other, move apart’, which they did later in the day. 
     
     On a recent Sunday, a local Fishing Charter vessel contacted VMR 
Southport to advise that they had come across a large turtle in distress, 
approximately two nautical miles south of the Gold Coast Seaway. 
Seaworld was notified, and asked if VMR had any possible way of 
retrieving the creature. 
The VMR crew were able to load the turtle into their jetski towing 
device, and proceeded slowly back towards the Seaworld jetty, where a 
retrieval team were waiting. 
On arrival, a vet undertook some observations, however it was decided 
to euthanize, as the turtles injuries were extreme, and there would have 
been very little chance of a recovery, given the vet estimated it to be 
about 80 years old. 
A sad ending to a good innings.

     A man visited VMR on a recent weekend to advise that his vessel 
was anchored in the Marine Stadium, and that he was departing for 
overseas, for approximately two months, the following day. 
A request for assistance was then requested, ‘ if I donate VMR a 
considerable sum of money, could they please look after the boat, keep 
any thieves away from it, stop the Authorities seizing it, and ensure if we 
get any bad weather that it doesn’t drift and hit other boats, or the beach? 
‘ 
When told VMR membership, or donations, doesn’t cover ‘babysitting’ 
of vessels, in this fashion, the man became quite irate, and requested a 
defined reason why. 
Some further advice to the man was to ring around some local Marina’s 
to see if they had any vacancies, however time was not in his favour, 
given he was leaving the following day.
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ACTIVE  MEMBER ACTIVE  MEMBER 
PROMOTIONS/AWARDSPROMOTIONS/AWARDS

Active Members who have 
achieved higher ranking

Congratulations to:

CREW 
Michael Pheasant 

Sergio Garcia 
 

INSHORE SKIPPER 
David Cam 

 
COXSWAIN 
Des Riddle 

 
OFFSHORE SKIPPER 

Niall Murray 
 

LIFE MEMBERSHIP 
Guy Coubrough 

Martin Hood 
 

5 Year Service Badge 
Warren Beeston 

Philip Bowler 
Steve Fellows 

Siobhan Houlihan 
Desmond Riddle 
Darran Saunders 

Brian Taylor 
Peter Wraight 

 
10 Year Service Badge 

Hilton Brown 
John Kaus 

John MacDonald 
Fiona Roberts 
Robert Sutton 

 
15 Year Service Badge 

Trevor Bellis 
Adam Watson 
Bruce Watson 

 
25 Year Service Badge 

Scott Gregory 
Martin Hood
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      Portrait of a VMRPortrait of a VMR  
VolunteerVolunteer

ROBERT SINCLAIR

JOINED VMR SOUTHPORT
FEBRUARY 2009

SENIOR CREW MEMBER 

Tell us a bit about yourself? 
     After completing my apprenticeship as a Motor Mechanic, I sought 
a new career and obtained a job with a Supermarket wholesaler (now 
known as IGA). 
I went to University, thanks to this Company, and obtained a Marketing 
and Business Degree. 
Upon completion of my Degree I was appointed to lead the role out of a 
new concept of ‘convenience stores’ which are now known as 7/11. 
Since then, I have worked in Marketing, Sales and Director roles with 
the Commonwealth Government, in the Pharmaceutical, Motor, and 
Manufacturing Industries. 
I also served in the Army Reserve for 6 years, in the Infantry and 
Medical Corps. 
Now I am semi-retired and living near Grafton in NSW, where my wife 
and I have a cattle property where we focus on breeding Angus beef 
cattle. 
I have 4 children and 4 grandchildren. 
 
Why did you join VMR? 
     I have always been a keen fisherman, and with this comes a natural 
love of boats. 
I saw VMR as an opportunity to improve my boating skills, and to also 
help people in need. 
The catalyst that prompted me joining followed a ‘car park’ conversation 
with an active VMR Member, who told me about all the things that 
VMR did. 
 
What do you enjoy most about being a member of VMR? 
     Once you come through the VMR front gate and sign on, you never 
know what is going to happen. 

For me, all of the other things that are going on in life are forgotten, and 
I become 100% focused on my crew, training (after 16 years I still learn 
something new every crew), and anticipating what task is coming up 
next. 
You also build friendships that are life long, and the crew becomes like a 
second family. 
 
What is the most memorable activation you have been 
involved in? 
     There have been many, ranging from a fellow who had too many 
beers, and walked off a sandbank at night, into deep water. 
When we arrived, we could only see his straw hat, and his arm extended 
to keep the sea water out of his beer bottle. 
I love a good result, and searching and recovering persons lost at sea, 
and seeing the sheer look of relief on their face, once on the Rescue 
vessel, makes it all worthwhile for me. 
Sadly, one activation that has stayed with me, is that of a lady who fell 
off a jet ski and was then run over by a following boat. 
The patient had multiple life threating injuries, and while I was 
providing First Aid to her, she pulled me close and said, ‘please don’t let 
me die Rob’. 
After extensive treatment the lady made a recovery, and came back to 
the VMR Base following weeks in hospital, to say ‘’Thank you’’. 
 
What do you do in your spare time? 
     With the property, my spare time is limited. 
My wife and I enjoy travelling overseas, and spending time at our village 
pub, talking cattle and about the weather, with our fellow locals. 
I also like reading military and Australian history stories. 
 
Your future Intentions with VMR 
     Now that I have reached the rank of Offshore Skipper, I like to train 
new crew members, as time allows. 
My passion for VMR and my crew is strong 
I always enjoy my crew and assisting wherever I can with the Squadron.
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     Sadly again, VMR Southport was recently informed of the 
passing of another former member, in Senior Crew person, Craig 
McCarthy.
     Craig, aka Macca, or Crag, joined VMR Southport in March 2007, 
as a Crew Member, and soon became a very handy, and reliable 
person to have aboard a Rescue vessel.
     During his nine years with our Organisation, Craig often 
commented that the only thing better than being on a weekend shift 
at VMR, was that of being free to explore the country, with his job 
as an interstate truck driver, which sometimes caused him to miss 
crew duties, due to the long distances he travelled, most commonly 
between Brisbane and Adelaide.
Craig loved a drink after his big working weeks, and he had many 
mates at VMR, many who also loved a weekend drink, and often 
they would all catch up with a BBQ, and enjoy each others company.
     Being behind the wheel of a B-Double truck, Craig always had 
a story to tell, and we’d all lost count of the times he told us of the 
time he took a wrong turn, and in the middle of country Victoria, in 
the middle of the night, in pitch darkness, with 50 tonne of fencing 
material in his trailers, he found himself the wrong way up a dirt 
road, which required him to reverse out for over two kilometres. Half 
way out of the road he heard a loud noise, which turned out to be a 
tyre blowing out on one of his trailers.
     Unperturbed, he kept reversing, successfully making it back out 
onto the main road, were he was able to pull up, and fall asleep. That 
was until a Police Car turned up to tell him his truck was taking up 
too much of the road, and that it had to be moved.
     Craig reckoned he never got lost again after that night.
     After resigning in 2016, due to buying a cartage business in 
Brisbane, Craig stayed in contact with most of his VMR mates, until 
he became unwell in late 2024.
He was in Cairns at this time, where again he was driving trucks, and 
he had settled with his long time partner.

Vale - Craig McCarthy

     Craig’s medical condition deteriorated rapidly, and he passed 
away in hospital in early June.
     In July, on a Black Crew day, Craig’s beloved Crew, a celebration 
of Craig’s life was held on board the VMR vessels, in the Gold Coast 
Seaway, where his ashes were dispersed, on a very sad occasion.
     Craig was only 51 years of age. Taken way too early in life.
     RIP Mate - we miss you dearly.
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Every day, the Gold Coast Sand Bypass System quietly does the 
heavy lifting that keeps the Gold Coast Seaway open, and our waterways 
connected. 
      Since Cyclone Alfred hit in March, more than 160,000 cubic metres 
of sand have been pumped through the system. This continuous process 
keeps the Gold Coast’s boating channels and beaches in balance by 
moving sand north from The Spit to South Stradbroke Island. 
     But it’s not just sand that moves. During regular maintenance and 
post-cyclone clean-ups, our team has hauled out more than 20 tonnes of 
debris, including rocks, branches, fencing wire, crab pots, golf balls, and 
the occasional motorbike tyre. 
     “People are often surprised by what we find,” said Chief Executive 
Officer Chris Derksema. 

 Keeping the Sand Moving – 
       and the Waterways Clear

“The system operates seven days a week, so constant monitoring and 
maintenance are essential to keep it performing safely and efficiently.” 
     In a typical year, the crew fills around eight industrial bins with 
waste. Since the cyclone earlier this year, they’ve already filled that 
many – a clear reminder of how powerful natural events can be along 
our coast. 
     The Sand Bypass System is one of the city’s most critical pieces of 
coastal infrastructure – keeping the Seaway safe, the beaches healthy and 
our coastline resilient. And for the dedicated team behind it, it’s all in a 
day’s work – rain, hail or shine.   

More information - https://gcwa.qld.gov.au/ 
     e - mail@gcwa.qld.gov.au 

     Ph. - (07) 5539 7350 
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     Boaters and fishers across Queensland are being warned not to 
touch other peoples’ crab pots, after a fisher was recently fined $12,000 
for multiple offences, including interfering with pots that weren’t his. 
     Between May and July 2025, the Department of Primary Industries’ 
Queensland Boating and Fisheries Patrol (QBFP) officers collected 
evidence of a fisher interfering with crab pots that didn’t belong to him. 
Upon further investigation at the man’s property, QBFP officers also 
found the man to be in possession of the rostrum of a sawfish – a 
regulated and protected species in Queensland – and commercial gill 
nets without the required authority. 
     The man was later charged in court with 1 count of possessing a 
regulated fish, 6 counts of unlawful interference with fishing apparatus 
and 3 counts of failing to comply with a regulated fishing apparatus 
declaration.During the investigation, the court forfeited the seized boat 
to the state and due to its condition, the boat will be destroyed. 
     QBFP Manager Gregory Bowness said this prosecution should serve 
as a reminder to all Queenslanders that interference with crab pots was a 
serious matter. 
     “This man’s poor decision to touch and interfere with other people’s 
crab pots has cost him $12,000 and his boat,” Mr Bowness said. 
     “Interfering with crab pots that don’t belong to you is a serious 
offence under the Fisheries Act 1994. This includes pulling a pot out of 
the water – even if you do not remove any crabs. 

     “These are serious offences, and I hope this prosecution outcome will 
serve as the $12,000 reminder to all Queenslanders to make the lawful 
choices in and around our waterways. 
     “These laws exist so all Queenslanders can enjoy boating and fishing 
in our great state, and we’d like to thank the vast majority of fishers who 
do the right thing.”

     Hands off other people’s pots: Hands off other people’s pots: 
                         Fisherman’s $12,000                          Fisherman’s $12,000 

DID YOU KNOW that all operators of marine ra-
dios (except 27MHz) are required to hold the appropriate 
qualification to operate the device?

DID YOU KNOW that VMR Southport can assist 
you to obtain a Marine Radio Operators Certificate 
of Proficiency? There are two types of Certificates, the 
SROCP ( Short Range Certificate of Proficiency ) which 
allows an operator to operate VHF marine radio equip-
ment only, and the LROCP ( Long Range Certificate 
of Proficiency ) which allows an operator to operate 
both VHF marine radio equipment and MF/HF marine 
telephony equipment. 

VMR Southport encourages student to self educate 
when it comes to obtaining these certificates. Study 
Manuals are available from our Rescue Base, and exami-
nations can be conducted at a time that suits both the 
student and the Examiner.

Remember, your marine radio may be your only 
form of communication in an emergency, and you should 
know how to use it.

Marine Radio Operators Marine Radio Operators 
Certificate of ProficiencyCertificate of Proficiency

For more information on courses go to 
http://www.amc.edu.au/industry/omc/certificates 
or contact VMR Southport on Ph.( 07 ) 55911 300
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  2025 MELBOURNE TO OSAKA YACHT RACE – THE OSAKA CUP ROARING FORTY 
                                   Kevin Le Poidevin and Darrell Greig

CONTINUED from September 2025 edition

     We had a great sail in the SE trade 
winds cracking several 200 plus nautical mile 
days under our Zoom Sails A6 spinnaker. Our 
strategy through the Doldrums was to keep 
east, and closer to the prevailing breeze, whilst 
the majority of the fleet opted for the rhumb 
line route through the Solomon Islands, being 
parked up for long periods.  We transited the 
Manning Strait with only a day or two lost. 
Squalls were always around, and at one time I 
counted 14 separate squalls all around the boat. 
Our Raymarine Quantum 2 Doppler Radar 
operating in weather mode was invaluable in 
navigating this region safely.
     Entering the North Pacific, we clipped the 
end of a low-pressure trough. We crash gybed 
in 30 knots and Daz had his first taste of what 
it was like to have 1000 litres of water ballast 
on the wrong side, mainsail pinned against the 
backstays and the boat laid over on its side. We 
quickly recovered and continued NNW under 
3 reefs, and a heavy weather jib as the breeze 
gusted to 40 knots.
     We had been gaining ground on the fleet as 
we passed our first boat. It was an easy win, 
since The Secretary was just ahead of us with 
charging issues and had retired, heading south 
to Cairns. For the next 8-10 days we had great 
trade wind sailing on one tack. We sailed east of 
Guam and many other islands and atolls, all the 
while gaining ground on our next target, Sailor 
Moon.
     We were on final approach to Japan with the 
challenge of navigating the Kuroshio Current, 
known as the Black Tide. This South-North 
warm current is up to 100 miles wide and can 
reach 6 knots. There are two dominant eddies 
standing guard before you reach the Kuroshio 
current, so routing a safe course is paramount. 
Unfortunately for us, our arrival coincided with 
a low-pressure system cold front with gale force 
winds and rough seas forecast.
     We were two days out from the finish line, 
but weather conditions turned that scenario into 
three days very quickly. Getting a slingshot off 
the eddy, we were in a good position and passed 
our second boat Sailor Moon, but at the same 
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time we were greeted by 30 knot winds and building seas as we entered 
the Kuroshio current. The wind quickly increased over 40 knots, gusting 
50, and veered in our direction, so our destination looked like Tokyo!  
The seas were like a washing machine and built very quickly. We slipped 
in the 4th reef in the mainsail and dropped the headsail so we could fore-
reach our way back on course toward Osaka.
Once clear of the adverse current and weather system we entered the 
calmer seas of Wakayama Bay and lined up to transit the Yuraseto Strait, 
a 2 mile tidal gate at the entrance to Osaka Bay. In the middle of the 
Strait is a Traffic Separation Scheme (TSS), and in our pre-race brief, we 
were informed that up to 400 ships move through the TSS each day! Not 
a place to be caught without wind.
     A nice breeze had us close reaching toward the gate. Ships all around 
in both directions. PredictWind modelling showed a building breeze 
east of the gate, and then a big wind hole in Osaka Bay. As predicted the 
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breeze increased and veered and it was not looking good to navigate the 
edge of the TSS without at least a couple of tacks. We managed to sneak 
through as the breeze began to soften, only to park up for several hours 
just a few miles inside Osaka Bay. At least we were outside the main 
shipping channel. 
     We were finally greeted with a building breeze and raced toward the 
finish line. Sailor Moon crossed the line the next day.
Festivities followed and our hosts at Hokko Yacht Club went above 
and beyond to assist crews with entry into Japan, and to help us 
celebrate. Whilst our race did not go to plan, it was a fantastic milestone 
achievement and a demonstration of what can be achieved if you 
persevere and don’t quit, because “quitting lasts forever”.
After 10 days in country prepping for the return passage, I sailed 
Roaring Forty solo back to Port Stephens. But that is another story.
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super super snapssnaps
LEFT VMR Southport 

recently donated an array of 
Christmas Gifts to Muscular 

Dystrophy Queensland 
(MDQLD). 

 Proud MDQLD 
Fundraising Team 

Member Jen Nardello, 
and VMR Southport 

President Glenn Norris 
at the presentation 

RIGHT Retiring Radio 
Operator John Griffiths, 
finalising his 11 years of 
outstanding service 

FAR RIGHT A very proud 
Seaway tower Radio 
Operator is Robert 
Sutton, after receiving 
a plaque for 10 years of 
service 

BELOW A beautiful set up at a 
recent VMR function, to mark the 
50th anniversary of the Interclub   
 Bay Cruise 

RIGHT  The facility 
improvements 
continue at the 

VMR Base, a new 
concrete gutter 

poured to tidy up 
the carpark. 

LEFT Moving 
forward with 
technology, 

VMR Southport 
is now fully 

utilising solar, 
with the recent 
installation of 8 

batteries 



PLEASE SUPPORT THESE LOCAL BUSINESSES WHO SUPPORT VMR SOUTHPORT
TRADE & SERVICES DIRECTORY

Email- odyssey.electrics@bigpond.com
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