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Anthony Cheeseman Prestige Team RayWhite

Beachfront Apartment Specialists

Anthony (liécsemian sen Fry
LEAD AGEN . CO AGENT

As a prominent® gure 0 the Gold Coast qutn"p' partment market, I've built my

reputation on exnertnse mtegnty. and rEqu:s Speciahfmg in prestige properties, I've
successfully negoﬁated numerous multimillion-dellar transactions and earned the trust
of some of Australia’s most successful business people.

Residing in Main Beach and as a proud VMR member and boat ewner, | truly live and
breathe the coastal lifestyle. My deep connection to the local community and waterways
gives me a uniqué perspective on the appeal of waterfront living both from a lifestyle
and investment point of view.

Whether you're buying, selling, or simply seeking advice, please don't hesitate to reach
out. I'm always happy to help with any of your real estate needs.

conNTACT IR

anthony.cheeseman@raywhite.com
0431 322773 ALAN WHITE

acprestige.com.au E L IIT E

raywhitesurfersparadise.com.au PERFORMER 24-25
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PRESIDENT: Glenn Norris
2025 - 2026

Yet another quarter of the year
has passed, and with a very heavy workload,
it’s put us a little behind with this edition of the
V-Sheet, but nonetheless, I hope all is well with
everyone.

In a flash, Christmas / New Year, and
Australia Day have been and gone, and Easter
is almost upon us.

The dry, hot weather was a major
contributing factor to a very busy December
and January for VMR Southport, and a record
number of activations (59), in the week
between Christmas and New Year made for
high fuel usage on our Rescue vessels, and
a very increased number of volunteer hours
being committed.

The activation types were very
standard, with broken down vessels, and
vessels out of fuel making up a high proportion
of call-outs.

Very noticeable also were the number
of vessels grounding on sandbanks, with some
finding too much sand, having to wait several
days for good tides to return them to water.

We have maintained our great relationship with
all Emergency Services, and all have had their
fair share of activations requiring additional
assistance from VMR Southport, especially the
QId Fire Department, who have been called to
a higher than usual number of vessel fires.

On a recent activation, on a wet,
muggy, miserable evening, we also had to
utilize the services of Surf Lifesavers on
jetskis, in an attempt to recover two people
who had become stranded in mud in the
northern Broadwater.

The mission was accomplished
successfully.

Sadly also, given the ocean has no
mercy, VMR Southport have been utilized in
two search and rescue missions for missing
persons, one a fisherman who failed to return
from his fishing expedition, and a second of a
beach drowning. Neither of these activations
resulted in positive outcomes.

Additionally, it has been very sad to
see that other parts of the State, and Country,
have experienced continual rainfall, with little
reprieve in some areas, and no doubt our fellow
Marine Rescue Squadrons are contributing to
assist in these flooded areas, which have also
had their fair share of unwanted tragedy.

I am sure all of the members of
VMR Southport wish these affected regions
well in their recovery, and stand alongside in
acknowledging all of the First Responders,
Emergency Services personnel, and members
of the community who help out in these drastic
times.

At time of writing, with the upheaval
in the Middle Eastern region, VMR Southport
has so far been lucky with its fuel deliveries,

and no problems have been experienced,
however the substantial increase in the cost
of this necessity is very much going to bight
into our coffers, and we are expecting that the
number of activations to vessels that run out
of fuel will dramatically increase, as we tend
to find that some boat owners have a set fuel
budget, and a small percentage of those still
spend the same amount, but don’t equate for
the far less product they receive, albeit because
of the price increase.

Can I remind people that not having
adequate fuel for a trip is on par with not
having the correct safety equipment.
Murphy’s Law generally sees you run out of
fuel at the worst possible time, in the worst
possible place, and like not having a lifejacket
to don in an emergency situation, having no
fuel generally occurs when you are close to
rocks, or on an outgoing tide, in a precarious
location.

I guess, what [ am trying to say
is, always be prepared, and double check
everything before you venture out.

Don’t forget also, if going offshore,
log your journey with the Seaway Tower.

If they don’t know you are out there, it makes it
a lot harder to find you in distress situations.

VMR Southport is still untransitioned
to the new Marine Rescue Qld (MRQ) entity,
and this is becoming extremely frustrating.
Our due diligence is finding issues, which don’t
support a clear pathway for us to maintain
the same services we currently provide to our
Active members, and the Gold Coast’s boating
community, and this is not acceptable, as the
mandate of MRQ is no degradation of service
on transition.

In order to progress, we are working
with MRQ, and some local Politicians, with
one happening to be the MP for the Broadwater
Electorate, which encompasses a great majority
of our members.

This MP also happens to be the
QId Premier, David Crusafulli, who was
kind enough to meet with a couple of our
Management Committee members recently.
David is extremely supportive of volunteers
in general, regardless of the Organization
they belong to, and his interest in hearing of
the unresolved matters VMR Southport is
encountering was very encouraging.

David’s attitude that this transition to the new
entity ‘must work for everyone’ was a breath
of fresh air, and we will continue marching on
regardless, until it does work for everyone.
Given what still has to occur, this is no clear
timeframe of VMR Southport becoming a
Marine Resue Qld Squadron.

I love hearing the term at VMR
Southport, that it is BAU, business as usual,
and that is exactly what it is.

continued page 4 -
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We are still a 24 hour / 7 day Marine Rescue service,
and will make every effort to be available in your time of need.

Recent enquiry, and recruitment of new members, both
Crew, and Radio Operators has been strong, thanks to a very
professional social media campaign, and we look forward to those
people who have come onboard having a lengthy and enjoyable
stay with us.

Leading up to 30 June, 2026, we will be transferring
across to the MRQ Registered Training Organization (RTO),
so they will provide our training platform, moving forward.
Between now and then, our Active members will be working very
diligently to complete any outstanding training modules. We don’t
expect these members to lose anything in the cross over, however
it is a huge advantage if as much as possible can be completed
beforehand. Congratulations to all of those people who have
recently achieved success in their training.

Commitment, dedication, and training is what makes everyone at
VMR Southport as competent as they are.

The fleet of Rescue vessels is running well, with Marine
Rescue 1, the mother ship, about to return from having new
engines fitted, Cwhich will give another three years of reliable
service.

Marine Rescue 2 is soon to also get new engines, hopefully with
the assistance of a monetary grant from the Qld Government’s
Community Benefit Fund. We wait with hope of being successful
with our application. This vessel generally runs up around 2800
hours over the life of its engines, given it is the workhorse of our
fleet.

All vessels are also currently booked to have antifouling
refreshment, and detailing carried out over the next couple of
months, which VMR Southport undertakes annually, in line with
our activities at the Sanctuary Cove Boatshow, in May, which is
hurtling around rapidly again. The fleet needs to be ship shape for
this prestigious event.

As you will see throughout this magazine, we have
some very loyal, and long standing sponsors, who advertise with
us, provide fully donated, or very heavily discounted services
to the Organization, and in general contribute to the wellbeing,
and successful operation of VMR Southport. The generosity and
support of all involved, cannot be under estimated, and we are
extremely thankful.

VMR Southport is about to embark on a major project,
commencing late April, that being the re-surfacing of the tarmac
of our Function facility. The current brick pavers are past their use
by date, stray tree roots have lifted them, movement in the ground
surface has displaced them, and in general, the last thing we want
is someone to trip over and hurt themselves, so out with the old,
and in with a new concrete surface,.

The planned activity will be over a three week period,
so if you have a wedding, birthday party, or special occasion
coming up, we’d love you to try out our venue. We want to know
if the new surface passes the pub test for a good dance floor!!!
Contact the VMR Base if you want any more information.

VMR Southport is presently working hand in hand with
Surf Lifesaving Qld, who is in the early stages of constructing
a new building on the northern side of our property. For many
years both Organizations have been side by side, and we are very
excited for them to have these new premises being built. In the
meantime, until completion, these volunteers will operate from
the VMR Boatshed, to maintain their service.

All in all, it’s full steam ahead at VMR Southport, we
can’t slow down, we have a huge area, and a huge number of
vessels to service, and our contribution to the Gold Coast’ boating
and marine community must go on.

Thank you again for your support, safe boating, and call us
anytime.

Glenn Norris
President 2025 - 2026
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NAVY PILOT

A Navy Pilot pulled into a little town, to find every hotel room
WEERELGHE

"You've got to have a room somewhere," he pleaded with
the front desk receptionist at one hotel, "or just a bed, | don't
care where."

"Well, | do have a double room with one occupant, who is

a Marine Pilot," admitted the staff member, and he might

be glad to split the cost, although | must tell you the truth,

he snores so loudly that people in adjoining rooms have
complained in the past, so I'm not sure it would be worth it to
you."

"No problem," the tired Navy Pilot assured her, "I'll take it."
The next morning the Navy Pilot came down to breakfast
bright-eyed and bushy-tailed. "How did you sleep?" asked
the receptionist.

"Never better."”

The receptionist was impressed.

"No problem with the other guy snoring, then?"

"Nope, | shut him up in no time" said the Navy Pilot.

"How did you manage that?" asked the

receptionist.

"He was already in bed, snoring away

when | came in the room, | went over,

gave him a kiss on the cheek, and said,

'Goodnight, beautiful,’ ...and he sat up all §

night watching me."




A pair of distressed females recently presented at the front gates of
VMR Southport stating that their three year old baby had ingested a
lot of sea water, and was in respiratory distress.

Two VMR First Responders were on Base at the time and went to
assist, to find one of the ladies holding the baby near upside down,
apparently to let the water run out of the patients mouth.

The baby was conscious and breathing normally, and was placed in a
more suitable position, to be assessed, with no obvious distress, just
a little shaken.

It was advised that the baby had been unseen for more than five
minutes, and when found was face down in the water.

Paramedics had been called when the ladies arrived at VMR, and
after their quick appearence, the patient was again assessed, and
taken to hospital as a precaution.

A man contacted VMR on a recent weekend, to advise that his
houseboat was taking on water, and he needed assistance with pumps, to
stem the water intake.

A crew was dispatched, to find on arrival at the location, that the man
had the night before anchored the vessel, only to have the tide go out,
with the vessel coming to rest on top of the anchor, which punched a
hole in the houseboats hull, hence the water leak.

The more the tide rose at the time, the leak could not be controlled, and
unfortunately the houseboat sunk due to its damaged hull.

The owner advised he had a mate who was a fibreglasser, and he thought
he may have been able to fix the problem on the next low tide.

The vessel is no longer where it was, so a successful repair must have
been achieved.

A lady called VMR recently to request assistance for her daughter’s
broken down jetski.

The daughter had ridden her jetski to Wavebreak Island with a couple of
friends, had had a few drinks, and a good time, only to go for a swim,
and then to lose the vessels key.

The mother was ropeable at her daughter’s mistake, and asked for VMR
to tow the jetski to Runaway Bay.

Given that the daughter was definitely not in a state to be riding the
jetski, it was even wondered how she even knew she lost the key, and
how she’d even contacted her mother!!!

After being taken aboard the VMR vessel, the girl and her jetski were
safely transported, as per Mum’s request, to a Runaway Bay boat ramp,
where Mum and Dad arrived with a trailer, minus a sense of humour
about the predicament their daughter had found herself in, however they
were most appreciative of the help provided by VMR.

VMR Southport were recently involved in the massive offshore
search for the missing fisherman who departed Runaway Bay Marina

@T’MB LE

during the early morning, not to return at his advised time.

Two crews immediately went on standby to assist if required, and at
0200 hours the next morning, a request was made by the Gold Coast
Water Police, for VMR Southport to assist them in towing the missing
vessel from about 22 nautical miles east of Burleigh Heads, as it had
been located by the Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA)
aircraft that had been dispatched from Melbourne to assist in the search.
As the vessel was located, with no persons aboard,

VMR Southport was also requested to have search crews available on
other Squadron vessels, so that searching could commence at first light.
In difficult sea conditions, two VMR Southport Rescue vessels, along
with many other Agencies searched for many hours, whilst the search
area expanded into NSW waters, given ocean currents, winds, and tidal
drifts.

Sadly, for as long as this search continued, there was no result, and this
Organisation offers its condolences to the fisherman’s family.

A very long and wasted search effort was recently undertaken by
VMR Southport, after a man contacted the VMR Radio Room to advise
he had lost steering to his vessel, approximately 18 nautical miles east of
Surfers Paradise.

The vessel owner gave GPS co-ordinates, which were very accurate, and
a Rescue vessel was activated to attend the location.

Given this call was received in the early afternoon, the wind was starting
to pick up, and offshore conditions were becoming very ordinary.

After more than 1 hour of travel, the VMR vessel arrived at the given
location, to find not a vessel in sight.

A phone call to the vessel owner then transpired that he had already
made it back inside the Seaway, but had forgotten to call VMR and tell
them that.

Given the situation ended well, it was a long way to go, with a lot of fuel
burn, for a totally avoidable result.

A very early morning (0115) callout for a crew recently when the
QPS advised of an overturned dinghy 50 metres off the beach near
Biggera Waters.

A VMR crew attended to assess the situation, with Police Officers on
shore using spotlights to assist, in the dark.

After a short while, two drowned rats surfaced in another dinghy, in two
teenagers who had rolled the first dinghy, then took to the second.

The attending Police were less than impressed with the antics, after all
parties took up onshore, with VMR towing the overturned vessel to the
beach.

A stern talking too was given to the two teenagers by Police, at which
time the VMR crew departed, to go back to bed.

Regardless of your hour of need, VMR will still assist where they can.

Vsheet - March 2026



SOME STATS ACTIVE MEMBER
NOVEMBER | DECTEMBER JANUARY PROMOTIONS/AWARDS
ACTIVATIONS 2025 2025 2026
Active Members who have
Towed Vessels all &7 8 achieved higher ranking
Jump Starts 1 6 2 .
Congratulations te:
Pump Outs 5 4
Transporting RECRUIT INSHORE SKIPPER
Fire 1 1 Gavin Carpenter  Braydon Winch
Standby Tobias Redshaw
o 1 3 ; Tyson Allan ENDORSED
Damian Ebzery INSHORE SKIPPER
Searches Emma Connolly ~ Anthony Hulse
Dispersals 2 2 Sarah Hewett Tom Sinclair
Public Relations 4 8 10
Crew Trainin 73 65 80 B el
2 Bethany Dorsett Warren Beeston
Groundings 8 6 20 Kim Hill
Other 7 15 9 Darrian Brown
Investgate 4 5 15 Roger Trimmer
TOTALS| 150 203 232
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Portralt of a VIR
Volunteer

JANET SCOTT

RADIO OPERATOR

JOINED VMR SOUTHPORT
AUGUST 2025

Tell us a bit about yourself

My life has certainly been water bound.

I was born in Falmouth, Cornwall, UK, living near the harbour.

I moved to Redcliffe, Qld at an early age.

My earlier years involved working and travelling with Leighton
Contractors as a PA to the Project Manager, most notably on the
Burdekin Falls Dam project in North Qld, and Point Peron Pipeline, in
Rockingham, Western Australia.

I moved to the Gold Coast more than 30 years ago, and have always
loved being near the Broadwater.

Here I studied (psychology and accounting) and taught at Griffith
University for approximately 10 years.

I have retired now.

Why did you join VMR?

Having seen plenty of Rescue vessels on the Broadwater, upon retiring
I enquired about Radio Operator work, and started at the Seaway Tower
with Coast Guard Southport.

I also enquired to progress my career, to include radio operations at the
VMR Southport Base, as well as at Marine Rescue Jacobs Well.

I love meeting people, and taking on new experiences, and enjoy the
personal challenge of being a Radio Operator, due to the sheer size and
volume of activity at VMR Southport.

What do you enjoy most about being a member of VMR?

I have the privilege of working at the Seaway Tower, at the VMR Base,
and with the weekend crews.

This provides a great learning experience and is a challenging platform
for a variety of activation issues and personal growth.

Being part of a very large family with a great deal of support and
professionalism is what I also cherish.

I absolutely love what I do, the environment I work in and the volunteers
I work with.

1300 555 774

r"iLike us on

WWW.SPRINGWATERMAN.COM.AU

What is the most memorable activation you have been
involved in?

I was recently rostered on VMR Base radio when a fisherman went
missing east of the Gold Coast.

This gave me valuable experience in how Search and Rescue operations
work, with an emphasis on the importance and value of good record
keeping.

Secondly, at the Seaway Tower, on the opening shift of the 2024 Kings
Birthday Public Holiday, which proved to be perfect conditions for a day
out on the water.

We logged over 180 vessels, starting at 0400.

All were recorded by hand, via VHF radio and telephone calls

The Seaway was packed with vessels. What a day.

What do you do in your spare time?

I totally enjoy and get immersed in anything to do with the water, from
swimming laps at the Aquatic Centre to beach walking, and swimming,
Also, I enjoy lifting weights at the gym.

An occasional game of pool, a tinker in the garden, and a nice cocktail

are also on my favourites list.

What are you future Intentions with VMR?

To continue to grow and learn to become the best version of myself that
I can.

I have always had an interest in training people, and assisting/guiding
new VMR recruits in Base radio and crew radio training is what I enjoy.
Given that marine rescue operations can be quite daunting to the
uninitiated, I would like to continue in my current project of taking
these people through this phase, to help them grow in confidence and
knowledge.

I am extremely grateful for the generous teachings, inspiration and
support [ have received from all the people I have met on this amazing
journey

Vsheet - March 2026
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Adam Watson, after fours years as Red Crew Duty Skipper, is Robert Sutton, very proud of his10 years of dedicated
sadly stepping down to focus on famiand work commitments. service as a Seaway Tower Radio Operator.

Maritime Safety Queensiand

BE BRIGHT
AT NIGHT

When boating at night or in times of restricted visibility:

# Physlcally check navigation lghts areon and warking
« Turn off cabin lights asthey may reduce your ability to sea

ifyou anchorat night, show an all round white light cleark v isible
through an‘arc of 360 degrees, whera [t can best be seen.

Al et rmvers T Fees
1 122 TP

Visityourlocal Mantime Safety Queensland office
or our websie www.msg.gld.gov.au

e
Grsemment
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Your Gold Coast Lawyers Since 1970

e COMMERCIAL LAW

« BODY CORPORATE LAW
» PROPERTY LAW & CONVEYANCING
« WILLS & ESTATES
L

LITIGATION
FAMILY LAW
NOTARY PUBLIC SERVICES

07 5532 3199
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our Boat Deserves the Best Fouling Control

BIOCOP TF™ is an all-in-one dual-protection fouling control coating offering multi-season

protection against the harshest marine environments in the world for all types of vessels.

=

+ Maximum protection available
for fresh, brackish and saltwater

+ Multi-season protection L:?El'a?;m
« Lioyd's Register certified
* |deal racing finish when burnished .
— E 74 Dark Blup
i 12301
Gray

12311

Hand Crafted in
America ™

e

AkzoNobe
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SEASICKNESS)

Most who have been to sea, be it in a small fishing boat or

by Glenn Norris

a large cruise liner have at some stage felt a little bit of
discomfort within their stomach.

“Seasickness” is simply “motion sickness
that occurs on a boat” and is caused by the
reaction of the body’s inner ear balance system
to the unfamiliar motion of a boat.

To put this into perspective, the movement
of the vessel causes stress on the balancing
portion of the brain. In turn, the brain sees
things on the vessel that it knows from past
experiences are supposed to be non-moving.
However, since these are now moving items
and are actually moving with the sea and the
vessel, the inner ear gets stressed and nausea
results.

Nobody is immune from seasickness and
an estimated 90% of people will suffer from
some form of motion sickness during their
lifetime.

People who commonly suffer motion

necessarily result in sickness on a large cruise
ship, and vice versa for some inexplicable
reason.

Seasickness is not contagious, nor is it a

virus, but it is very common to become seasick

if you are in company of someone who is
seasick!
Seasickness usually involves a feeling of

nausea, vomiting and a general unwell feeling.
However, it can become a medical emergency
if continual vomiting leads to vomiting of
blood.

Staying busy and keeping your mind
occupied are the best ways to avoid
seasickness. Staying in fresh air, drinking
plenty of water and staring at the horizon will
also lower the chances of succumbing.

Many medications are on the market for
motion sickness and old wives’ tales tell of
taking ginger prior to traveling. I have heard
from people unknown to each other, that
drinking a carton of chocolate milk before
going to sea can also prevent that nauseous
feeling.

In today’s modern age, most cruise ships
are fitted with stabilizers that eliminate much

sickness in cars, planes and on amusement
park roller-coasters are normally more prone
to seasickness. However, just because

one becomes ill on a small boat, it doesn’t

of the motion that causes seasickness. Surveys
have also shown that seasickness is the number
one reason people who love to travel don’t
cruise. But I believe it is all in the mind.

VALE - Wayne Hughes

It is with sadness that we were recently
advised that former Radio Operator,
Wayne Hughes passed away.

Wayne joined VMR Southport in July
2018, and retired just before Christmas
in 2025, due to ill health.

Wayne was well known for his Friday
afternoon shifts at the VMR Base,
however he was also a Seaway Tower
Radio Operator in his early days.
Wayne was a character, and he always
enjoyed a good chat, and was very
experienced.

RIP Wayne - thank you for your service.

VMR...

Volunteer Marine Rescue

SOUTHPORT

Wayne
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FIRST
MATE

LOVE
BOATING?

WE'VE GOT THE
REST COVERED

: : ' Why First Mate?
Captaln, YDI.I Dldl'l t Bl.ly a BOﬂt Because "Set and Forget’ is More Fun Than "Oh Crap,
to Become Its Full-Time | Forgot'
Secretary With First Mate,

You'll never miss a service, a check-up, or a deadline.

Listen Mate, owning a boat is a dream. The wind in
your hair, the salt on your skin, the cold beer in your
hand. But let's be real, The moment you start drowning
in service reminders, maintenance logs, and booking
repairs, that dream starts feeling like an admin job.

Boaties, This Means

‘ (-_“\ Mo more last-minute panic over
F'iy

Boating Should feel SXplred safely chaciur

like freedom - not a No more digging through emails to find
ﬂling cabinet a service invoice from 2019.

First Mate keeps, P We=hs X - No more relying on your ‘mental calendar’
service, safety checks RS ey (a.k.a. forgetting until it's too late).
and invoices sorted [I% 1
; Generate reminders for services and track

warranties
MNo Stress

No
Spreadsheets
Just Smooth

Sailing

{@g} Firac! trusted‘sewice providers and
~ marina details

The First Mate App is free to download - enjoy many of our core features
at no cost, plus receive a 90-day Premium trial automatically when you sign up!

Download the First Mate App Today! —
Scan to Come Onboard I‘ 1 Z‘_?_é

We've got the rest covered.
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favos,  PARADISE POINT BOAT RAMP
UPGRADE TO IMPROVE SAFETY AND ACCESS

The Gold Coast Waterways Authority (GCWA) has awarded the
construction contract for the Paradise Point Boat Ramp upgrade to
Australian Marine and Civil, with works scheduled to begin from April
2026.

The project will replace the existing 23-year-old ramp, which requires
renewal due to separation of deck planks that has resulted in uneven
surfaces and localised drop-offs in the sub tidal zone.

The upgraded facility will include:
A three-lane boat ramp
A centrally located floating walkway
Safer and more reliable access for a wide range of vessels

The floating walkway alignment has been adjusted slightly to avoid
encroachment into an existing seabed lease.

Final positioning will be confirmed once detailed design and survey
works are complete.

o 0eG

§ 1300GOPLASTIC (447 527)
= solesSalsionpastics.com.ou
Unit 1-7. 25 Bailey Cres

ALLSTAR 7 PLASTICS

o you 23l 1 southpor! GLD 4215
Wincscreens & Windows
Plastic Fabrcation Customn Grag Lockers Acrylc
Laser/Rouler Cutting Bollery Boxes PearspinPlexghas
Siair Treods m':ﬂh‘c:ﬁ?::f
Hatch Parels b""‘_a' oord
Boit Boonds HOPE [High Derslty Poly]
Tamson Boards FoamyRigid FViC
Duck Boards Nycel Caluko

Why this work is needed:

Over time, the existing ramp has experienced wear and movement
between deck planks.

These conditions can create safety risks for users, particularly during
busy periods and changing tides.

This upgrade ensures Paradise Point continues to provide safe, reliable
boating access for the local community and visitors.

Construction will be staged to keep part of the ramp open where possible
Some closures will be required, including at times on weekends

Boaters are encouraged to plan ahead and consider nearby alternative
ramps during the works.

Nearby alternative facilities include Jabiru Island, Boykambil Esplanade,
Turana Street and Centenary Drive.

Project details:
Investment: $1.65 million
Construction start: April 2026 T

Safe Disposal of EPIRBs
(Distress beacpns)

It is very important that you DO
NOT throw your EPIRB out with
the rubbish, when it expires.
Beacons can inadvertently activate
if they are not correctly disposed of,
which often occurs when beacons
end up in rubbish dumps.

VMR Southport cannot accept out
of date EPIRBs for disposal.

Once de-registered with the
Australia Maritime Safety Authority
(AMSA) online, your expired
EPIRB can be dropped off at the
Recycle Shop, at the Gold Coast
City, Molendinar Waste Facility.
For any further information, please
contact AMSA on Ph. 1800 406 406

Vsheet - March 2026
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For nearly 30 years, VMR Southport has been
involved in a Corporate Sponsorship Agreement with Gold
Coast based Company, Bartercard.

The Bartercard concept allows members to pay for goods
and services in Trade dollars, instead of paying cash.
Members then use these trade dollars to offset cash expenses
within their business.

Over the years, this Organization has traded hundreds
of thousands of trade dollars, purchasing everything from
holidays, for raffle prizes, stationery supplies for our
Administration Office, through to utilising a concretor who
provided his service on a trade basis to pour the concrete on
our Rescue Base boatramp, which was around $35,000.

Trade dollars are a well-recognised and accepted method
of payment in Australia. One trade dollar is equivalent to one
Australian dollar for all accounting and taxation purposes.

The majority of the balance of the VMR Southport
Bartercard Trade account has come from individuals, and
businesses, who have made generous donations over time, of
which we have been extremely grateful.

IN THE MOINEY WITH
oartercard
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The cheque presentation of yet another
generous donation by the Bartercard team

One of the best opportunities to generate income through this
source has been through the Trade Shows that Bartercard has
held, of which VMR Southport has regularly attended on the
Gold Coast, and in Brisbane.

In recent times the Bartecard Gold Coast office has also
held networking functions at the VMR Southport facility,
and these have been great earners for us, as well as providing
an opportunity for other members to see how our operation
functions, also giving them the return benefit of being able to
sell their products to us.

It was with great pleasure that Bartercard again made a
substantial donation to VMR Southport recently, in order for
us to continue to provide our vital service to the Gold Coast’s
boating and marine communities.

If you are looking to increase the benefits of your business,
please give Bartercard a call and see what they can do for you.
Many thanks to the Bartercard team, and their members for
their fantastic support of VMR Southport over such a long

period.

Call Mal Graham 0411199064 or email cnmfire@bigpond.com

A mm® 7

a

CNM Services Pty Ltd is a Gold Coast based company
specialising in all Commercial and domestic
electrical repairs and maintenance.

We also provide Fire protection installation, servicing
and maintenance to Commercial Industries
and Strata Titled Buildings.
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Volunteer Marine Rescue SOUTHPORT

Ross Gooney
0411 872 000
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DISPERSAL OF ASrIES AT SEA

A service to the community,

The! ofa
volunteeris
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Become a volunteer

Leam new skills

Meeat new friends

Provide a community service

Vacancies exist for Marine Radio Operataors to help
maintain communications with the boating public
and rescue boat crews on call.

ForymoreldetailsicalllVMR|Baselanytime

55911
and|talkitolthe|Radio|Operatorion duty!
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& Queensland Government

Maritime Safety Queensland

If you are driving a motorised
boat there is one product more or less
essential to your ability to get out on the
water and back safely to dry land. It’s
called fuel.

There is a basic need for boaties to ensure
they have the right type of fuel, that they have
enough of it, and that it is in the right shape to
power their motors. And yet it is surprising
how often boaties don’t seem sufficiently fuel-
conscious before they head out on the water.

Around 4% of callouts for volunteer
rescue groups are due to boats totally running
out of fuel, while an unknown (but probably
high) percentage of breakdowns are caused by
motors being affected by impurities of various
kinds in “dirty” fuel. Breakdowns account for
almost three-quarters of all callouts — and in the
wrong circumstances they can be frightening.

Barely a week goes by without the media
reporting volunteer marine rescue groups
in Queensland helping out boaties who get
into trouble because of fuel problems. Sadly,
thesereports are no surprise to Maritime Safety
Queensland. On recent visits to boat ramps
we’ve encountered boaties who, while waiting
to launch, were taken aback to be informed by
us that they didn’t have sufficient fuel on their
vessels to get to where they want to go and
back again. An unplanned trip to the nearest
fuel outlet was invariably the response.

But that was preferable to the alternative
surprise that could have awaited them. One
thing we know for sure, when boats break
down with fuel problems, is that their skippers
don’t intend for it to happen. Here are some
tips that might help you avoid it:

*  When planning your trip make sure you
really know how far your destination
is away from your launching place and
check that you can make it out there on
much less than half a tank of fuel.

Be aware of the influence of winds and
tides on your fuel consumption. Running
into a headwind or strong tide will use up
more fuel than running with them.

Plan your trip so that you use only one
third of your fuel to get to where you
want to go and one third to get back. The
other third should be kept in reserve for
contingencies.

Consider carrying a spare fuel container
on board just in case you do need a little
more. Make sure it is a container that
meets the approved Australian Standard
for the type of fuel you have.

When you have finished your trip
replenish your fuel to around 90% of

your tank’s capacity if you are thinking

of going boating again in the near future.
This will help prevent deterioration of the
stored fuel by minimising the space in
your tank for condensation to occur. When
condensation occurs, water gets into your
fuel and can cause problems later.

Do not fill your tank to the brim.

Leave room for expansion in warmer
temperatures, and avoid causing overflow
which can become a fire or explosion risk.

If, however, you have finished your trip
and don’t plan to go boating again for at
least a month or two, consider draining
your fuel - because petrol does not store
well. Impurities will build up in stored
fuel that can have dire consequences for
your motor.

If draining your fuel is not possible, try
using a fuel that contains anti-oxidants or
anti-corrosion agents so that your fuel is
kept as free as possible from impurities.

*  Consider retro-fitting an inline fuel filter.
This will enable you to know when water
has infiltrated your fuel and, as well as
preventing a breakdown at sea, could save
you a tidy sum of money in engine repairs.

«  Did you know that automotive fuel hose
is not suitable for marine environments?
Make sure your fuel hose has a high
resistance to heat, sea water, fuel oil and
vibration and is capable of operating
under suction without collapsing. It
should either be original equipment
manufacturer (OEM) or comply with a
stamped standard such as ISO7840 or
J1527.

*  Plan your actions in the event of your
motor catching fire, such as how to stop
the fire tracking back to the tank. For
a portable tank this could be a quick
disconnect, however for an internal tank
consider installing a fuel shut off valve.

*  Some vessels vibrate excessively. Be
aware that this can wear through fuel lines
very quickly, especially when grommets
or other protection measures are not
used in areas where the line runs through
bulkheads or other openings.

We’d like to think that more boaties
observing these suggestions will mean
less trouble on the water.
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ABoVE LEFT: Radio Operators Co’ordinator, and Life
Member Diana Gibson has earned her National
Medal second clasps for 25 years Service

BELOW RIGHT: Scones and cream were the order
of the day for the February Radio Operators
Meeting

TOP RIGHT: Two eager Recruits in Jane Sansum
and Shane Moffiit practicing their Survival at
Sea techniques in non swell or shark infested
conditions.

ABoVE: The big artillery was recently bought in to
make some pylon repairs to the VMR pontoon

ABOVE RIGHT: Its amazing the debris a propellor can
attract. Marine Rescue 5 and the 90 plus metres
of coloured line it picked up somewhere in the
Broadwater.
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TRADE & SERVICES DIRECTORY

PLEASE SUPPORT THESE LOCAL BUSINESSES WHO SUPPORT VMR SOUTHPORT

JOEL TURNER

277231 Brishane Rd Biggera Waters
Gold Coast Oid 4215

P OT 5537 7433

E: joshgcsails comau

W weanw.gesails. com.au

GC SAILS

'ENE:NEEmNE

AUTOMOTIVE GENENAL

Custom Marine Trimming

\\\ / /

Phone: ﬂT 5546 1333
Emeail

infoi@ cuslommarinelrimming com aL
i cuslommarninelimming comuaL

ODYSSEY

MARINE ELECTRICAL
Phone Jim- 0439 896 962

Email- odyssey.electrics@bigpond.com

Main Gate Automation

AArd 130G TRE 254

Andy Thompson

(& [TH |I|tl.r L: 1t1 .ﬂ.uturn 1:l|:u|'|
| al = Industrial

= render{jshanemnquuat.mn.

WE'RE FROM
AROUND HERE
—_—

Hig Pochad Worinesas & Salety Arondsl
2 Tollond Place, Anundel, QLD 4314

LT
7] 5655 &4k

Hig Poched Wicriwear & Safety Gokd Comad
17838 Soousdale Drkee, Varsiny, LD 4217

107 55 G005

Hig Poephi Winerinamar & Balery Cae
Shop (MM, Akpon Central,
1 Essilarn A, Bilrga, OLD 4225
T PO e om0
[O7) 5630 1530

KI n Kn BROS

Jason Kirkby

M : 0418 754 705
X9 Dorminiond Rood, Athrons 4214
E: solesiFkirkbysigns.comoou W www kirkbysigns.com.au

Need Signs? - Same Day Service

. BlackPond

' www.blackpond.com.au

.
{J Marine Consultants

Provide all services required for bath
Domestic and Commercial vessels
Australia wide
Contact us: 0419153153
admin@blackpond.com.au

PRONTD MARINE SERVICES
anlitouling & Baal Datailing

BOAT SALES + BOAT GEAR

Al The Southport Yacht Club Marina
Shop anline wese.bosunslocker.com.au

Chandlery And Brokerage

Ko Lz GoMTRO

Hope Island Marina

Berth Sales and Rental Inquiries
Sean Hanrahan

O ez 20299

Tt matina o
wrw. hopeland manng. com.a

ﬂ 10 Santa Barbara Ansd
Hope Riand, Quesnsiand

Ao Lo

SLADES MARINE
OUTBOARD W_Zb SERVICE HEPARS ALl BRANDS
577 1011

TOHATSU TOHATSU

Outbaards Dulboards

A=V

Bgiilding Design

Reml Qram
0des 314 114
admin@remibuildingdesign.com.au

SUSTENS

Steering and Control Specialists

Ph: (07) 5537 6099
Nick: 0407 210 195 Gary: 0417 752 747

Hendrik Botha
Directar

07 5502 6200
W | www.coomerahouseboals. comuau
E | handrikgeoamarahouseboats, com.au

HOUSEBOAT
HOLIDAYS
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RUNAWAY BAY
PONTOON BOATS

155 FORD ROAD v [=] 1

aig Winch 0417 646 711

BURBANK QLD 4156 et Ph: 07 3440 9000
[ ey

craig@runawaybaypontoonboats.com




