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anthony.cheeseman@raywhite.com
0431 322 773
raywhitesurfersparadise.com.au

Known throughout the Gold Coast luxury property market, I’ve built my reputation on honesty,
loyalty and delivering exceptional results. Specialising in prestige properties, I’ve successfully
negotiated numerous multimillion-dollar transactions and earned the trust of some of Australia’s
most successful business people through hard work, experience and first-class service.

Living in Main Beach as a proud VMR member and boat owner, I have a genuine passion for the
boating and coastal lifestyle. My strong connection to the local waterways and community gives
me valuable insight into the lifestyle and investment appeal of waterfront property on the Gold
Coast.

Whether you’re buying, selling, or simply looking for trusted advice, please don’t hesitate to
reach out. I’m always available to assist with your real estate needs.

ANTHONY CHEESEMAN
LEAD AGENT

BEN FRY
CO AGENT

A L A N  W H I T E

EL I TE
P E R F O R M E R  2 5 - 2 6

ANTHONY CHEESEMAN PRESTIGE TEAM
BEACHFRONT APARTMENT SPECIALISTS
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Firstly, I must apologise for the delay in 
getting this edition of the V-Sheet (the last 
under the VMR Southport entity) to print, 
it’s been extremely busy in every facet, as in 
case you haven’t heard, VMR Southport has 
transitioned to Marine Rescue Qld (MRQ), 
with our Squadron now being affectionately 
known as Marine Rescue Qld – Southport 
East.

Despite a new name, a new uniform, newly 
sign written Rescue vessels, and lots of 
background administrative changes, our 
operation remains unchanged, and we stay 
committed to servicing the Gold Coast’s 
boating and island communities 24/7.

We do the same activations, we are still 
located in the same place, our Active 
members are still as dedicated as ever, and 
its business as usual.

We also have a new Executive Leadership 
Team (á fancy term for Management 
Committee) to progress our business, and 
that group of people hold the same level 
of enthusiasm as those who have preceded 
them.

As the normal VMR Southport Management 
Committee year comes to a close, under 
my Presidency, I must admit it certainly 
has been a very different past 12 months, 
with lots of ups, and downs, uncertainty, 
confusion, and good and bad times, but 
nonetheless we have met all that has been 
thrown at us, and we have survived.

At time of writing, it is the one-week mark 
of our transitioning to Marine Rescue Qld. 
This Squadron was the final VMR Qld 
Squadron to transition to the new MRQ 
entity.

I would like to personally thank one and 
all for their support, trust, hard work, 
enthusiasm, and most of all their dedication, 
over the last 58 years of Air Sea Rescue 
Southport, and Volunteer Marine Rescue 
Southport, an Organisation for the members, 
and the community, in what has recognised 
VMR Southport as the busiest Marine 
Rescue Squadron in the country, over a long 
period of time.

This Organisation still exists, just under 
a different name. Under MRQ, with the 
Qld Government providing free waterside 
assistance for all marine users, there won’t 
be a requirement for us to administer a 
membership program, as has previously been 
undertaken.

As membership was our largest connection 
to our members, in lieu of its disappearance 
we are forming a supplementary Supporters 
Association, so that we can still offer 
ancillary support to the new MRQ Southport 
entity.

All going well, and with a positive vote from 
the members, this Association will be known 
as ‘Marine Rescue Southport Supporters 
Association’.

This will be run much like how Surf 
Lifesaving Clubs operate, with their 
Supporters Club supporting their operational 
side, with donations of equipment, member 
support, and welfare being core business.

Whilst on water service will be free of 
charge, financial donations from the boating 
public will still be very heavily sought under 
this new Association.

In continuing to support the great work that 
is being done, we would appreciate you 
continuing your membership contribution 
when it falls due, as this will still support 
marine safety, training, and support of our 
members, those very people who assist you 
in your time of need.

Within this edition of the V-Sheet you will 
find a printed letter, to you, the valued 
member, explaining the new Association in a 
little more detail.
Under the Supporters Association, it is 
planned that this magazine will continue to 
be circulated.

I have stepped down as President of VMR 
Southport, given this role no longer exists, as 
we have transitioned to MRQ.
My new role will be as President of the 
Supporters Association, to which I am very 
much looking forward.

Focusing back to VMR Southport, since 
our last V-Sheet edition, we have remained 
relatively busy on the water, which just 
seems the normal now, week in, week out.

Activations assisting the Qld Ambulance 
Service have been steady, and as these 
callouts can happen at any time, be it the 
middle of the day, or the middle of the night, 
we are always prepared.

There has been a very notable increase in 
vessel fires over the period, in fact they have 
almost tripled, and we have maintained a 
very good relationship with the Qld Fire 
Department through the support we offer 
each other.
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As always, our relationship with the Qld Police Service, generally 
through the Gold Coast Water Police is very strong, and quite often I 
receive accolades, on behalf of the members, for assistance we have 
provided in search and rescue, and general circumstances. 

The most recent exercise involving all of these Emergency Services, 
to which we contributed, was the Pacific Airshow, where everything 
ran very smoothly, despite strong winds keeping the multitude of 
spectator vessels off the water for the entire Airshow duration. 

Another great achievement of the past few months has been the 
removal of the old, and replacement of the new deck of the Rescue 
Base outdoor function area.

This area had been tired, unsightly, and somewhat unsafe for some 
time, and apart from a little bit of poorly timed rain, the project went 
off without a hitch, and now this area is a sight to be seen, its clean 
and tidy, it’s no longer unsafe, and it’s a hit with partygoers at the 
increasing number of functions the repairs have generated.

Additionally, the local Curlews, Ducks, Magpies, Bin Chickens, and 
Bush Turkeys are also happy, as they have somewhere smooth and 
warm to leave their deposits, something they didn’t have the benefit 
of with the old pavers!!!! You’ve got to love nature, and what it gives 
us. 

We take great pride in our facility, and the efforts of the few 
members who spend hours on end providing Base maintenance 
is very much appreciated, as is commonly acknowledged by the 
attendees at the many and varied functions held at VMR Southport 
during the year.

Check our facility out if you have an upcoming birthday party, 
wedding, or special event.  Inspections can be undertaken by simply 
calling our Rescue Base on 55 911300

The Seaway Tower has continued to operate efficiently, ensuring the 
boating public are protected whilst at sea. Moving forward MRQ 
should take over the landlord rights of this facility, so nothing should 
adversely change.

It has continued to be very noticeable of the declining number of 
Skippers logging on with the Seaway Tower for their journeys, for 
whatever reason, so please remember if you go offshore, let us know 
your intentions, so we can ensure you return.

If you don’t know how to log on, the Seaway Tower operators will 
gladly talk you through the process.
Call on VHF Channel 73, or Phone 55 912948.

As has been undertaken annually over the last 28 plus years, VMR 
Southport attended the 2026 Sanctuary Cove Boatshow, for yet 
another fantastic result. If anyone is going to get their business 
name and product out in the general community, Sanctuary Cove 
is the place to do it.  The Boatshow team have always been great 
supporters of VMR Southport. Thank you if you supported our cause 
at this year’s Show.

Sadly, as the VMR era ends, may I wish the incoming Executive 
Leadership Team of Marine Rescue Qld – Southport East the very 
best of luck in taking on the challenge of moving this new business 
forward.

Thank you again one and all for your contribution to Team VMR 
Southport, you are the reason we have been so successful, year after 
year.

Please continue your support of MRQ Southport East, remembering, 
this is your Organisation, an Organisation you should be very proud 
of.
Please stay safe, and continue to rely on MRQ being your lifeline on 
the water 

Neither the phone number of this Base, or the service should change

Glenn Norris
President
VMR Southport 2025-2026

from page 3 -
We are still a 24 hour/ 7 day Marine Rescue service, 

and will make every effort to be available in your time of need. 
Recent enquiry, and recruitment of new members, both 

Crew, and Radio Operators has been strong, thanks to a very 
professional social media campaign, and we look forward to those 
people who have come onboard having a lengthy and enjoyable 
stay with us. 

Leading up to 30 June, 2026, we will be transferring 
across to the MRQ Registered Training Organization (RTO), 
so they will provide our training platform, moving forward. 
Between now and then, our Active members will be working very 
diligently to complete any outstanding training modules. We don't 
expect these members to lose anything in the cross over, however 
it is a huge advantage if as much as possible can be completed 
beforehand. Congratulations to all of those people who have 
recently achieved success in their training. 
Commitment, dedication, and training is what makes everyone at 
VMR Southport as competent as they are. 

The fleet of Rescue vessels is running well, with Marine 
Rescue 1, the mother ship, about to return from having new 
engines fitted, Cwhich will give another three years ofreliable 
service. 
Marine Rescue 2 is soon to also get new engines, hopefully with 
the assistance of a monetary grant from the Qld Government's 
Community Benefit Fund. We wait with hope of being successful 
with our application. This vessel generally runs up around 2800 
hours over the life of its engines, given it is the workhorse of our 
fleet. 

All vessels are also currently booked to have antifouling 
refreshment, and detailing carried out over the next couple of 
months, which VMR Southport undertakes annually, in line with 
our activities at the Sanctuary Cove Boatshow, in May, which is 
hurtling around rapidly again. The fleet needs to be ship shape for 
this prestigious event. 

As you will see throughout this magazine, we have 
some very loyal, and long standing sponsors, who advertise with 
us, provide fully donated, or very heavily discounted services 
to the Organization, and in general contribute to the wellbeing, 
and successful operation ofVMR Southport. The generosity and 
support of all involved, cannot be under estimated, and we are 
extremely thankful. 

VMR Southport is about to embark on a major project, 
commencing late April, that being the re-surfacing of the tarmac 
of our Function facility. The current brick pavers are past their use 
by date, stray tree roots have lifted them, movement in the ground 
surface has displaced them, and in general, the last thing we want 
is someone to trip over and hurt themselves, so out with the old, 
and in with a new concrete surface,. 

The planned activity will be over a three week period, 
so if you have a wedding, birthday party, or special occasion 
coming up, we'd love you to try out our venue. We want to know 
if the new surface passes the pub test for a good dance floor! ! ! 
Contact the VMR Base if you want any more information. 

VMR Southport is presently working hand in hand with 
Surf Lifesaving Qld, who is in the early stages of constructing 
a new building on the northern side of our property. For many 
years both Organizations have been side by side, and we are very 
excited for them to have these new premises being built. In the 
meantime, until completion, these volunteers will operate from 
the VMR Boatshed, to maintain their service. 

All in all, it's full steam ahead at VMR Southport, we 
can't slow down, we have a huge area, and a huge number of 
vessels to service, and our contribution to the Gold Coast' boating 
and marine community must go on. 
Thank you again for your support, safe boating, and call us 
anytime. 

Glenn Norris 
President 2025 - 2026 
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noteable noteable 
JobsJobs

by Glenn Norrisby Glenn Norris

The owner of a vessel called VMR Southport recently to advise of 
running aground in the Coomera River.
The man stated his vessel was a timber Cruise boat, which was 93 
feet long, and weighed 170 tonne.
Given that the wind was blowing at close to 25 knots from the 
south, and the mooring of the vessel was close by at the Marina, 
the man simply requested that a VMR vessel be available to assist 
as the tide rose, so that the stern of his Cruise boat could be pulled 
out into deeper water, at which time he could then take control, and 
maneuver into his mooring.
Just to add another risk, it would be night time before this could 
happen.
A VMR Crew attended, a risk assessment was undertaken, and a 
plan of attack was devised by both the VMR Skipper, and the other 
Skipper, and in no time the Cruise boat was free of the bottom, with 
only a light nudge required by the VMR vessel, and predominantly 
using its own steam, it was soon safely attached to its mooring.
A great result was achieved, with great teamwork, and 
communication.

The Qld Ambulance Service recently activated VMR Southport to 
transport Paramedics to a vessel in the northern Broadwater, whose 
three occupants were complaining of being unwell, given that they 
had eaten some field mushrooms, sourced from a walking track on 
South Stradbroke Island.
Thinking these mushrooms were the same variety as those typically 
bought at Woolworths, these people soon found out they were not, 
and nausea, vomiting, and diarrhoea set in quite quickly, resulting in 
them seeking medical assistance.
A VMR crew transported two Paramedics to the scene, who assessed 
the patients, all of whom were stable, and then transported them 
back to Labrador, where they were then further conveyed to hospital 
for ongoing treatment.
The golden rule is, when mushrooms have golden tops, don’t eat 
them!!!!

A lady contacted VMR Southport recently to advise that her two 
teenage sons had embarked on an overnight camping trip to South 
Stradbroke Island, only to have someone tamper with their small 
runabout during the dark hours.
The boys had set up a tent north of Currigee, had spent the afternoon 
and evening fishing, having a great time, finally leaving their boat 
anchored off of the beach when they went to sleep.
On waking in the morning, the boat was exactly where it was left, 
however, when the boys left to go home, they had no way of starting 
their outboard, as during the night, their fuel tank had been stolen.
A VMR Crew attended and towed the vessel back to the Runaway 
Bay canals, with two very upset boys on board.

A jet ski rider presented at the VMR pontoon on a recent weekend, 
screaming for some medical assistance after he had smacked his 
head on the handlebars of his ski.
The rider had been trying to negotiate the shore break on South 
Stradbroke Island, and had misjudged a wave, landing very heavily, 
propelling his head forward, resulting in a couple of very nasty 
lacerations, one to the bridge of his nose, and the other near his right 
eye, with extensive bleeding.
Bleeding control was undertaken by VMR members, with his 
wounds then being dressed, so he could be transported to hospital, 
where his injuries were to be further treated.

The QLD Fire Department recently contacted VMR Southport, 
after they had received a call of a lithium battery overheating on a 
vessel near Wavebreak Island.
A Fire Crew arrived at the VMR Base, and with a VMR Crew ready 
and waiting, they were rapidly transported to the scene, where the 
battery was able to be safely isolated, and removed, preventing a 
fire.
A firefighting cache of equipment is stored at the VMR Southport 
Base, for quick deployment, and as we have seen a substantial rise 
in marine fires in recent months, this equipment has been used 
several times.

A midnight call for assistance was recently received, after a man 
called VMR stating that his yacht had blown aground near Runaway 
Bay.
Unluckily for the owner, the tide had dropped before he realised his 
predicament, and the vessel was hard aground when a VMR Crew 
arrived.
After taking some convincing that the water was too shallow, and 
the risk was too great of damaging his vessel if VMR attempted to 
unground him at that time, the man admitted defeat and decided to 
stay put.
Several hours later, the man called VMR again, informing them he 
had got himself off the sand, and was now safe.
Furthermore, given the time of night VMR attended, and given the 
blustery, windy conditions at that time, the yacht owner thought 
that was worthy of a donation to VMR, of which a very healthy 
contribution was made.
This just proves that the service VMR provides is very much 
appreciated by most people.

REMEMBER
When leaving the Gold Coast Seaway,
always log your journey
Radio - VHF16, 73 Ph. (07) 5591 2948
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by Glenn Norrisby Glenn Norris

A man contacted VMR on a recent weekend, to advise that his
houseboat	was	taking	on	water,	and	he	needed	assistance	with	pumps,	to	
stem	the	water	intake. 
A	crew	was	dispatched,	to	find	on	arrival	at	the	location,	that	the	man	
had the night before anchored the vessel, only to have the tide go out, 
with	the	vessel	coming	to	rest	on	top	of	the	anchor,	which	punched	a	
hole in the houseboats hull, hence the water leak. 
The	more	the	tide	rose	at	the	time,	the	leak	could	not	be	controlled,	and	
unfortunately	the	houseboat	sunk	due	to	its	damaged	hull. 
The	owner	advised	he	had	a	mate	who	was	a	fibreglasser,	and	he	thought	
he	may	have	been	able	to	fix	the	problem	on	the	next	low	tide. 
The	vessel	is	no	longer	where	it	was,	so	a	successful	repair	must	have	
been achieved. 

A lady called VMR recently to request assistance for her daughter’s
broken	down	jetski. 
The	daughter	had	ridden	her	jetski	to	Wavebreak	Island	with	a	couple	of	
friends,	had	had	a	few	drinks,	and	a	good	time,	only	to	go	for	a	swim,	
and then to lose the vessels key. 
The	mother	was	ropeable	at	her	daughter’s	mistake,	and	asked	for	VMR	
to	tow	the	jetski	to	Runaway	Bay. 
Given	that	the	daughter	was	definitely	not	in	a	state	to	be	riding	the	
jetski,	it	was	even	wondered	how	she	even	knew	she	lost	the	key,	and	
how	she’d	even	contacted	her	mother!!! 
After	being	taken	aboard	the	VMR	vessel,	the	girl	and	her	jetski	were	
safely	transported,	as	per	Mum’s	request,	to	a	Runaway	Bay	boat	ramp,	
where	Mum	and	Dad	arrived	with	a	trailer,	minus	a	sense	of	humour	
about	the	predicament	their	daughter	had	found	herself	in,	however	they	
were	most	appreciative	of	the	help	provided	by	VMR. 

VMR Southport were recently involved	in	the	massive	offshore
search	for	the	missing	fisherman	who	departed	Runaway	Bay	Marina	

during	the	early	morning,	not	to	return	at	his	advised	time. 
Two	crews	immediately	went	on	standby	to	assist	if	required,	and	at	
0200	hours	the	next	morning,	a	request	was	made	by	the	Gold	Coast	
Water	Police,	for	VMR	Southport	to	assist	them	in	towing	the	missing	
vessel	from	about	22	nautical	miles	east	of	Burleigh	Heads,	as	it	had	
been	located	by	the	Australian	Maritime	Safety	Authority	(AMSA)	
aircraft	that	had	been	dispatched	from	Melbourne	to	assist	in	the	search. 
The vessel was located with no persons aboard.
VMR Southport was also requested to have search crews available on 
other	Squadron	vessels,	so	that	searching	could	commence	at	first	light. 
In	difficult	sea	conditions,	two	VMR	Southport	Rescue	vessels,	along	
with	many	other	Agencies	searched	for	many	hours,	whilst	the	search	
area	expanded	into	NSW	waters,	given	ocean	currents,	winds,	and	tidal	
drifts. 
Sadly, for as long as this search continued, there was no result, and this 
Organisation	offers	its	condolences	to	the	fisherman’s	family. 

A very long and wasted search	effort	was	recently	undertaken	by 
VMR	Southport,	after	a	man	contacted	the	VMR	Radio	Room	to	advise	
he	had	lost	steering	to	his	vessel,	approximately	18	nautical	miles	east	of	
Surfers	Paradise. 
The	vessel	owner	gave	GPS	co-ordinates,	which	were	very	accurate,	and	
a Rescue vessel was activated to attend the location. 
Given	this	call	was	received	in	the	early	afternoon,	the	wind	was	starting	
to	pick	up,	and	offshore	conditions	were	becoming	very	ordinary. 
After	more	than	1	hour	of	travel,	the	VMR	vessel	arrived	at	the	given	
location,	to	find	not	a	vessel	in	sight. 
A phone call to the vessel owner then transpired that he had already 
made	it	back	inside	the	Seaway,	but	had	forgotten	to	call	VMR	and	tell	
them	that. 
Given	the	situation	ended	well,	it	was	a	long	way	to	go,	with	a	lot	of	fuel	
burn, for a totally avoidable result. 

A very early morning (0115) callout for a crew recently when the QPS	
advised	of	an	overturned	dinghy,	50	metres	off	the	beach	near	Biggera 
Waters. 
A	VMR	crew	attended	to	assess	the	situation,	with	Police	Officers	on	
shore using spotlights to assist, in the dark. 
After a short while, two drowned rats surfaced in another dinghy, in two 
teenagers	who	had	rolled	the	first	dinghy,	then	took	to	the	second. 
The	attending	Police	were	less	than	impressed	with	the	antics,	after	all	
parties took up onshore, with VMR towing the overturned vessel to the 
beach. 
A	stern	talking	too	was	given	to	the	two	teenagers	by	Police,	at	which	
time	the	VMR	crew	departed,	to	go	back	to	bed. 
Regardless of your hour of need, VMR will still assist where they can.

A pair of distressed females recently presented at the front gates of
VMR Southport stating that their three year old baby had ingested a 
lot of sea water, and was in respiratory distress. 
Two	VMR	First	Responders	were	on	Base	at	the	time	and	went	to	
assist,	to	find	one	of	the	ladies	holding	the	baby	near	upside	down,	
apparently	to	let	the	water	run	out	of	the	patients	mouth. 
The	baby	was	conscious	and	breathing	normally,	and	was	placed	in	a	
more	suitable	position,	to	be	assessed,	with	no	obvious	distress,	just	
a little shaken. 
It	was	advised	that	the	baby	had	been	unseen	for	more	than	five	
minutes,	and	when	found	was	face	down	in	the	water. 
Paramedics	had	been	called	when	the	ladies	arrived	at	VMR,	and	
after their quick appearence, the patient was again assessed, and 
taken to hospital as a precaution.
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ACTIVATIONS FEBRUARY
 2026

MARCH  
2026

APRIL
 2026

Towed Vessels 45 36 60

Jump Starts 0 2 1

Pump Outs 4 1 2

Transporting 0 0 0

Fire 0 1 1

Standby 0 0 0

Medical 4 2 5

Searches 2 3 1

Dispersals 1 1 3

Public Relations 2 2 7

Crew Training 51 85 75

Groundings 8 9 10

Other 5 11 8

Investgate 4 4 9

TOTALS 126 157 182

SOME STATSSOME STATS
ACTIVE  MEMBER ACTIVE  MEMBER 

PROMOTIONS/AWARDSPROMOTIONS/AWARDS
Active Members who have 
achieved higher ranking

Congratulations to:

RECRUIT 
Derek Walsh 
Rebecca Settree 
 
CREW 
Gavin Carpenter 
Matt Hollstein 
Jane Sansum 
Robert Walker 
Damien O’Mara 
 
Order of Australia Medal 
Glenn Norris 

15 Year National Medal 
Steven Hipkiss 
 
25 Year Service Clasp 
Jason Horn 
 
45 Year Service Clasp 
Greg Turner
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The Gold Coast Waterways Authority has marked 40 years since 
the opening of the Gold Coast Seaway, recognising four decades of 
supporting navigation, recreation and connectivity across the Gold Coast 
waterways network.

Since opening in 1986, the Seaway has become one of the city’s most 
significant pieces of coastal infrastructure, helping shape the Gold 
Coast’s identity as one of Australia’s premier waterfront destinations.

Officially opened by then Queensland Premier Joh Bjelke-Petersen, 
the project represented one of Queensland’s largest infrastructure 
investments of its time and reflected the confidence and ambition that 
helped shape the modern Gold Coast.

Central to the success of the Seaway is the Gold Coast Sand Bypass 
System — the first permanent system of its kind anywhere in the world 
and a pioneering engineering solution designed to maintain the natural 
movement of sand along the coastline while protecting the stability of 
the Seaway entrance.

The engineering developed on the Gold Coast would go on to influence 
coastal management internationally and remains recognised as a world-
leading example of long-term coastal planning and innovation.

Together, the Seaway and Sand Bypass System continue to support 
navigation, recreation, coastal access and the ongoing resilience of the 
Gold Coast coastline.

Queensland Minister for Education and the Arts and Member for Surfers 
Paradise, John-Paul Langbroek said the anniversary recognised both the 
historic significance and ongoing importance of the Seaway.

“For 40 years, the Gold Coast Seaway has played an important role in 
supporting boating, tourism, recreation and coastal access across the 
city,” Minister Langbroek said.
“The Seaway and Sand Bypass System are internationally recognised 
and remain a defining part of the Gold Coast coastline.”

“This anniversary is an opportunity to reflect on the foresight, innovation 
and long-term vision that helped shape the Gold Coast we know today.”

Chair of the Gold Coast Waterways Authority, Deanna Nott, said the 
anniversary highlighted the long-term management of the waterways and 
coastline.

“The Seaway remains one of the Gold Coast’s great engineering success 
stories,” Ms Nott said.

“What makes the Seaway so significant is the foresight and innovation 
behind it.”

“Projects like the Seaway, Wave Break Island and the Sand Bypass 
System only exist because previous generations planned ahead and 
invested in the future of the Gold Coast.” 

“Our responsibility now is to continue that planning and long-term 
thinking for future generations.”

“The Seaway remains critical to the resilience, accessibility and 
connectivity of the Gold Coast waterways.”

CEO of the Gold Coast Waterways Authority Chris Derksema said the 
Seaway continued to play a vital operational role along the coastline.

“Before the Seaway, the entrance to the Broadwater was constantly 
shifting and difficult to navigate,” Mr Derksema said.

“The Seaway created a stable and reliable connection between the 
Broadwater and the ocean.”

“Wave Break Island was created alongside the Seaway as part of the 
broader solution to stabilise the entrance and help protect the coastline.”

“Today, the Sand Bypass System continues to move around 500,000 
cubic metres of sand each year to help maintain the stability of the 
coastline and ocean entrance.”

“Most people probably never think about the system, but it’s working 
every day to help keep the coastline stable and accessible.”

“Coastal systems are constantly changing, which is why ongoing 
monitoring and management remain so important.”

The anniversary event brought together government representatives, 
engineers, industry stakeholders and community leaders to recognise 
40 years of the Gold Coast Seaway and its ongoing role in shaping the 
future of the city.
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Now proudly part of the d'Albora network, GCCM 
enters an exciting new chapter with continued 
investment, enhanced customer experiences and 
a long-term commitment to marine excellence.

Book your next maintenance, antifoul, refit or 
project with the team at GCCM 07 5502 5888

From routine maintenance and annual servicing 
to major refits and upgrades, d’Albora Gold Coast 
City Marina & Shipyard brings together one of 
Australia’s largest concentrations of marine 
expertise in a single location.

90 Marine Specialists. One Very Good Reason 
to Visit GCCM.

With extensive hardstand facilities, covered work 
sheds, dry storage, marina berths and direct 
access to the Broadwater, GCCM provides a 
complete end-to-end solution for vessel owners, 
captains and marine professionals.

Australia’s Largest Marine Service Team
ONE Destination

Discover more at 
GCCM.com.au   E Q

More than 90 marine specialists. One shipyard. One destination 
to keep your vessel performing at its best.
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      Portrait of a VMRPortrait of a VMR
VolunteerVolunteer

MICHAEL KYLE

JOINED VMR SOUTHPORT
40+ YEARS AGO

RADIO OPERATOR 

Tell us a bit about yourself
I was born and educated in Brisbane, and lived there until moving 
to the Gold Coast in 1973 to work for the legal firm of Adamson 
and Co. I subsequently became a partner of that firm (which 
eventually became ABKJ Lawyers), and remained so until my 
retirement three years ago.
My sons, Tony (a Skipper of Black Crew) and Andrew are now 
partners in that firm, and I remain as a consultant to it, although I 
now do almost no legal work.
I have been married to my wife Trish, a retired Secondary School 
teacher, for 53 years.
In addition to our two sons, we have two daughters, a Software 
Engineer, and an Accountant.
Our children are the proud parents of our 11 grandkids.
We are very blessed in that they all live locally and we see them 
often.

Why did you join VMR?
Back in the 1980’s, when John Kumm was the President of what 
was then known as Air Sea Rescue, I was asked to give some 
legal advice, with respect to some issues which the Association 
was then dealing with.
That resulted in my being asked to become the Honorary 
Solicitor for the Organization.
I remained as Honorary Solicitor until my son Tony assumed that 
role several years ago.
After I retired, I volunteered as a Radio Operator.

What do you enjoy most about being a member for VMR?
As a person who has always enjoyed recreational boating, I 
understand and appreciate the necessity for a Rescue organization 
to be available to assist the boating community when needed.
It is very satisfying to be able to play a very small role in 
providing that assistance, and to interact with those who do the 
real work.

What is the most memorable activation you have 
been involved in?
I could probably count on one hand the number of times that I 
have actually been on a ASR/VMR vessel during my 40 year 
association with the Organization, so my activations have been 
limited to manning the radios while crew have done the hard 
work.
My most exciting event in recent times was the occasion when I 
received a radio call from an 28 tonne, 52 foot vessel, with five 
people on board, 50 kilometers offshore, with a disabled engine. 
Its engine bay had filled with water after a hose dislodged from 
the engine.
Unsurprisingly, the engine wouldn’t start and the vessel were 
drifting south at two knots.
With the assistance of a VMR crew, the Seaway Tower, the Gold 
Coast Water Police, the Tweed Heads Water Police, a Lifeflight 
helicopter, AMSA, and a passing cargo ship, the vessel was able 
to be safely towed back to the Southport.
The incident was complicated by the fact that, while I could hear 
the vessel transmitting, they couldn’t hear my responses. 
Fortunately, the Seaway Tower was able to communicate 
with them until mobile phone communication was eventually 
established.

What do you do in your spare time?
My principal recreational activity is playing golf. 
Unfortunately, I am a very poor golfer, but fortunately the 
handicap system assists in enabling someone like me to achieve a 
reasonable score.
I was on the Southport Golf Club Board for twelve years, three 
of which I spent as Club President. I continue to have some 
involvement in the administration of the Club.
I have been a member of the Board of Tamborine Mountain 
College since its establishment thirty years ago. I was Chairman 
of its Board for ten years.
I am also on the Board of the Gold Coast Community Legal 
Service, an organization which exists for the purpose of 
providing legal advice to members of the community who can’t 
afford the services of a Lawyer.
In 2018, I experienced the extraordinary privilege of receiving 
an Order of Australia Medal in recognition of my various 
community activities.
Trish and I enjoy travelling in our caravan. We particularly enjoy 
coastal national park campgrounds, and the outback, and we 
regularly visit Fraser Island. Of course we enjoy interacting with 
our children and their families.

What are your future intentions with VMR?
I expect that I will continue to volunteer as a Radio Operator with 
MRQ, once the transition occurs
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      Portrait of a VMRPortrait of a VMR
VolunteerVolunteer

JANET SCOTT

JOINED VMR SOUTHPORT
AUGUST 2025

RADIO OPERATOR 

Tell us a bit about yourself 
My life has certainly been water bound. 
I	was	born	in	Falmouth,	Cornwall,	UK,	living	near	the	harbour. 
I	moved	to	Redcliffe,	Qld	at	an	early	age. 
My earlier years involved working and travelling with Leighton 
Contractors	as	a	PA	to	the	Project	Manager,	most	notably	on	the	
Burdekin	Falls	Dam	project	in	North	Qld,	and	Point	Peron	Pipeline,	in	
Rockingham,	Western	Australia. 
I	moved	to	the	Gold	Coast	more	than	30	years	ago,	and	have	always	
loved being near the Broadwater. 
Here	I	studied	(psychology	and	accounting)	and	taught	at	Griffith	
University	for	approximately	10	years. 
I have retired now. 

Why did you join VMR? 
Having	seen	plenty	of	Rescue	vessels	on	the	Broadwater,	upon	retiring	
I enquired about Radio Operator work, and started at the Seaway Tower 
with	Coast	Guard	Southport. 
I	also	enquired	to	progress	my	career,	to	include	radio	operations	at	the	
VMR Southport Base, as well as at Marine Rescue Jacobs Well. 
I	love	meeting	people,	and	taking	on	new	experiences,	and	enjoy	the	
personal challenge of being a Radio Operator, due to the sheer size and 
volume	of	activity	at	VMR	Southport. 

What do you enjoy most about being a member of VMR? 
I have the privilege of working at the Seaway Tower, at the VMR Base, 
and with the weekend crews. 
This	provides	a	great	learning	experience	and	is	a	challenging	platform	
for a variety of activation issues and personal growth. 
Being	part	of	a	very	large	family	with	a	great	deal	of	support	and	
professionalism	is	what	I	also	cherish. 
I	absolutely	love	what	I	do,	the	environment	I	work	in	and	the	volunteers	
I work with. 

What is the most memorable activation you have been 
involved in? 
I	was	recently	rostered	on	VMR	Base	radio	when	a	fisherman	went	
missing	east	of	the	Gold	Coast. 
This	gave	me	valuable	experience	in	how	Search	and	Rescue	operations	
work,	with	an	emphasis	on	the	importance	and	value	of	good	record	
keeping. 
Secondly,	at	the	Seaway	Tower,	on	the	opening	shift	of	the	2024	Kings	
Birthday	Public	Holiday,	which	proved	to	be	perfect	conditions	for	a	day	
out on the water. 
We	logged	over	180	vessels,	starting	at	0400. 
All	were	recorded	by	hand,	via	VHF	radio	and	telephone	calls 
The Seaway was packed with vessels. What a day. 

What do you do in your spare time? 
I	totally	enjoy	and	get	immersed	in	anything	to	do	with	the	water,	from	
swimming	laps	at	the	Aquatic	Centre	to	beach	walking,	and	swimming, 
Also,	I	enjoy	lifting	weights	at	the	gym. 
An	occasional	game	of	pool,	a	tinker	in	the	garden,	and	a	nice	cocktail	
are	also	on	my	favourites	list. 

What are your future Intentions with VMR? 
To	continue	to	grow	and	learn	to	become	the	best	version	of	myself	that	
I can. 
I	have	always	had	an	interest	in	training	people,	and	assisting/guiding	
new	VMR	recruits	in	Base	radio	and	crew	radio	training	is	what	I	enjoy. 
Given	that	marine	rescue	operations	can	be	quite	daunting	to	the	
uninitiated,	I	would	like	to	continue	in	my	current	project	of	taking	
these	people	through	this	phase,	to	help	them	grow	in	confidence	and	
knowledge. 
I	am	extremely	grateful	for	the	generous	teachings,	inspiration	and	
support	I	have	received	from	all	the	people	I	have	met	on	this	amazing	
journey.
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For nearly 30 years, VMR Southport has been 
involved	in	a	Corporate	Sponsorship	Agreement	with	Gold	
Coast	based	Company,	Bartercard. 
			The	Bartercard	concept	allows	members	to	pay	for	goods	
and services in Trade dollars, instead of paying cash. 
Members	then	use	these	trade	dollars	to	offset	cash	expenses	
within their business. 
   Over the years, this Organization has traded hundreds 
of	thousands	of	trade	dollars,	purchasing	everything	from	
holidays,	for	raffle	prizes,	stationery	supplies	for	our	
Administration	Office,	through	to	utilising	a	concretor	who	
provided his service on a trade basis to pour the concrete on 
our	Rescue	Base	boatramp,	which	was	around	$35,000. 
			Trade	dollars	are	a	well-recognised	and	accepted	method	
of	payment	in	Australia.	One	trade	dollar	is	equivalent	to	one	
Australian	dollar	for	all	accounting	and	taxation	purposes. 
			The	majority	of	the	balance	of	the	VMR	Southport	
Bartercard	Trade	account	has	come	from	individuals,	and	
businesses,	who	have	made	generous	donations	over	time,	of	
which	we	have	been	extremely	grateful. 

			One	of	the	best	opportunities	to	generate	income	through	this	
source has been through the Trade Shows that Bartercard has 
held, of which VMR Southport has regularly attended on the 
Gold	Coast,	and	in	Brisbane. 
			In	recent	times	the	Bartecard	Gold	Coast	office	has	also	
held networking functions at the VMR Southport facility, 
and these have been great earners for us, as well as providing 
an	opportunity	for	other	members	to	see	how	our	operation	
functions,	also	giving	them	the	return	benefit	of	being	able	to	
sell their products to us. 
			It	was	with	great	pleasure	that	Bartercard	again	made	a	
substantial donation to VMR Southport recently, in order for 
us	to	continue	to	provide	our	vital	service	to	the	Gold	Coast’s	
boating	and	marine	communities. 
			If	you	are	looking	to	increase	the	benefits	of	your	business,	
please give Bartercard a call and see what they can do for you. 
			Many	thanks	to	the	Bartercard	team,	and	their	members	for	
their fantastic support of VMR Southport over such a long 
period. 

IN THE MONEY WITH
bartercardbartercard

The cheque presentation of yet another 
generous donation by the Bartercard team
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NEED SAFE,
EFFICIENT
EXCAVATION?
WE’VE GOT YOU 
COVERED.

SAFETY
QUALITY

EXPERIENCE

At Paddyvac, we specialise 
in professional vacuum 
excavation services that 
keep your projects moving 
while minimising risk

Safety First
We prioritise safety 
above all else, with 
rigorous safety 
protocols and 
procedures.

Cutting-edge 
Technology
Superior precision, 
efficiency, and 
cost-effectiveness.

Paddyvac 
Family
A team of skilled 
professionals with 
years of experience 
and expertise.

Customised 
Solutions
Solutions tailored 
to project goals, 
budget, and 
timeline.

0488 780 041
sales@paddyvac.com.au
www.paddyvac.com.au

Contact us today to discuss our full capabilities and 
see how Paddyvac might help on your next project
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The	Gold	Coast	Waterways	Authority	(GCWA)	has	awarded	the	
construction	contract	for	the	Paradise	Point	Boat	Ramp	upgrade	to	
Australian	Marine	and	Civil,	with	works	scheduled	to	begin	from	April	
2026. 
The	project	will	replace	the	existing	23-year-old	ramp,	which	requires	
renewal due to separation of deck planks that has resulted in uneven 
surfaces	and	localised	drop-offs	in	the	sub	tidal	zone. 

The upgraded facility will include: 
A	three-lane	boat	ramp 
A	centrally	located	floating	walkway 
Safer	and	more	reliable	access	for	a	wide	range	of	vessels 

The	floating	walkway	alignment	has	been	adjusted	slightly	to	avoid	
encroachment	into	an	existing	seabed	lease. 
Final	positioning	will	be	confirmed	once	detailed	design	and	survey	
works	are	complete. 

Paradise Point Boat Ramp 
upgrade to improve safety and access

Why this work is needed: 
Over	time,	the	existing	ramp	has	experienced	wear	and	movement	
between deck planks. 
These conditions can create safety risks for users, particularly during 
busy periods and changing tides. 
This	upgrade	ensures	Paradise	Point	continues	to	provide	safe,	reliable	
boating	access	for	the	local	community	and	visitors. 
Construction	will	be	staged	to	keep	part	of	the	ramp	open	where	possible 
Some	closures	will	be	required,	including	at	times	on	weekends 
Boaters are encouraged to plan ahead and consider nearby alternative 
ramps	during	the	works. 
Nearby	alternative	facilities	include	Jabiru	Island,	Boykambil	Esplanade,	
Turana	Street	and	Centenary	Drive. 

Project	details: 
Investment:	$1.65	million 
Construction	start:	April	2026

It	is	very	important	that	you	DO	
NOT	throw	your	EPIRB	out	with	
the	rubbish,	when	it	expires.
Beacons can inadvertently activate 
if they are not correctly disposed of, 
which often occurs when beacons 
end	up	in	rubbish	dumps.
VMR Southport cannot accept out 
of	date	EPIRBs	for	disposal.
Once de-registered with the 
Australia	Maritime	Safety	Authority	
(AMSA)	online,	your	expired	
EPIRB	can	be	dropped	off	at	the	
Recycle	Shop,	at	the	Gold	Coast	
City,	Molendinar	Waste	Facility.
For	any	further	information,	please	
contact	AMSA	on	Ph.	1800	406	406

Safe Disposal of EPIRBs 

(Distress beacons)
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super super snapssnaps

TOP LEFT: New members Harriet Parker (L) and Sarah 
Mansell learning the layout of the Radio Room with 
Trainer Guy Coubrough

TOP RIGHT: From this to this - the old outdoor area 
deck to the new outdoor area deck - a big improvement!!

MIDDLE LEFT: Strong wing winds bought this Cruiser 
undone recently - VMR Southport chose to let the rising 
tide solve the situation

MIDDLE RIGHT: This pontoon broke loose from its 
mooring in the Nerang River. It was quite a task for 
Marine Rescue 2 to re-locate, and re-secure it.

BOTTOM RIGHT: Marine Rescue 1 perfectly glides a 
whale watching vessel into its pontoon, after a recent 
gearbox failure.
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Dual Zone 6 knots-vessels > 6.5 metres
30 knots under < 6.5 metres
6 knots speed zone
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(All ships)
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 MEMBER
ACHIEVEMENTS

CELEBRATING VOLUNTEER
EXCELLENCE
VMR Southport Skipper and Search and
Rescue Controller Bruce Partridge was
recently awarded the Central Gold Coast
Volunteer Award by Moncrieff Federal MP
Angie Bell.
Bruce has been with VMR Southport since
2019. During this time, he has been involved
in many varied rescues and has become a
highly competent operator of rescue
vessels.

30 YEARS OF DEDICATED SERVICE
Current VMR Southport President Glenn Norris was
recently recognised with an Order of Australia
Medal (OAM) for his 30 years of service to
emergency response.
Glenn is also a Queensland Ambulance Service
First Responder and has been involved in a large
number of serious emergency activations. His
dedication to VMR Southport has been
unwavering throughout his time with the
organisation, making this recognition particularly
well deserved.

A FAMILIAR VOICE HANGS UP THE
RADIO
VMR Southport Senior Radio Operator Peter
Cartwright recently retired after 25 years of
outstanding service.
Peter has served as both a VMR Base and Seaway
Tower Radio Operator and is also a former
President of VMR Southport. Throughout his time
with the organisation, he has taken on countless
roles during marine emergencies, providing calm,
professional support when it mattered most.
Peter’s professionalism and dedication have
always shone through, and his unmistakable
dulcet tones will certainly be missed around the
radio.
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PLEASE SUPPORT THESE LOCAL BUSINESSES WHO SUPPORT VMR SOUTHPORT
TRADE & SERVICES DIRECTORY

Email- odyssey.electrics@bigpond.com
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